
Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff, Students and Parishioners, 

 

Next Wednesday we celebrate Ash Wednesday, marking the beginning of Lent. Ash 

Wednesday involves applying ashes, made from blessed palm leaves from the 

previous year’s Palm Sunday Mass to a person’s forehead. This will be done using a 

cotton bud so there is no skin-to-skin contact. The Lenten season is a good opportunity 

to reflect on our current life and how this compares to the Gospel values lived by 

Jesus. During Lent we are encouraged to spend time in prayer, assist others in need 

(almsgiving) and give up something as a commitment to becoming a better person 

(fasting). Students in Years Three, Five, Seven, Nine and Eleven will attend Mass in the 

Holy Family Church following all the necessary COVID protocols. Ashes will be 

distributed to the rest of the student body back at school following the Mass. 

 

St Joseph’s College consults with Catholic Education Western Australia regarding 

COVID. All information comes from WA Health. We have procedures and protocols in 

place should there be a positive case associated with our school and we will be ready 
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Lenten Prayer 

 

Ash Wednesday is celebrated next week and last 40 days not 

counting weekends. This is a time of spiritual preparation for 

Easter known as Lent. 

Gracious God,  

Next Wednesday begins a period of inner reflection and examination. The days stretch 

before me and invite me inward to that silent, holy space that holds your Spirit. 

This special time beckons me to see my life through Christ’s eyes and the truth and 

reality of you becoming human. 

Give me the grace to enter the space of these days with anticipation of your meeting. 

And when I open my soul to your presence, let your loving kindness flow over me and 

seep into the pockets of my heart. 

I ask this for the sake of your love.  

Amen! 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc.wa.edu.au   https://www.sjc.wa.edu.au 

Term 1 - Week  4                      Friday, 25 February 2022 

General Information  
 

• Canteen Orders: Before 9.30am 

Online Orders:www.quickcliq.com.au 

EFTPOS available at Canteen 
 

• Uniform Shop  

Opening Hours 

 Tuesdays 

 8.15am - 9.30am and  

 Wednesdays 

 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

• Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 

 (Leave a message as requested)  
 

• Absentee Email:   

absent@sjc.wa.edu.au 
 

• Principal  

Mr Mark Browning 
 

• Head of Secondary 

Mrs Rachael Keenan 
 

• Head of Junior School 

Mrs Erica Mielens  

• Business Manager 

Ms Lee Duncan 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Monday 28 February 

• Yr 10—12 OLNA 

• Yr 5-6 Swimming Lessons 

• Yr 1-6 Parent Teacher meetings 
(Phone or Zoom) 

Tuesday 1 March 

• Shrove Tuesday 

• Yr 10—12 OLNA 

• Yr 5-6 Swimming Lessons 

• Yr 1-6 Parent Teacher meetings 
(Phone or Zoom) 

WEEK  5 

We acknowledge the Traditional         
Custodians of the Land on which we 
stand.   

We acknowledge the Menang people 

of the Noongar nation and pay our        

respects to Elders past, present and 

emerging. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sjc.wa.edu.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CPhillipa.Dougherty%40cewa.edu.au%7C6e4c8f7aa2ef4e9c729408d7f25c41aa%7Cc5852f2336334f29b38651da53e35e23%7C0%7C0%7C637244350359436642&sdata=UXTfWjQEH3pnXicY1AD
absent
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to communicate these within the school community as required. Please ensure your email, 

SEQTA and mobile phone numbers are ap to date at the office. WA Health confirms who is a 

positive case and they interview the person with COVID or in the case of younger students 

talk to their parents. Close contacts are determined from then on. Should St Joseph’s College 

find itself with a positive case, I ask parents not to go on social media but communicate 

directly with the school if they or their child tests positive as it is important for the school to 

send official and accurate communication to the school community. All information received 

by families will be treated as confidential. 

 

Under current WA Government requirements, students in primary schools are not required 

to wear masks while at school in the Great Southern. The Minister of Education, however, 

has stated as case numbers increase there will be a requirement for students in Year Three 

to Year Six to wear masks at school. 

The change in the definition of close contacts in school settings has reinforced the 

importance of mask – wearing. Primary students are being significantly impacted by positive 

COVID cases as entire classes are being identified as close contacts under the following 

definitions: 

 

• Face-to-face contact for 15 minutes or longer with an infectious person where a mask 

was not worn. 

• Interaction for more than two hours in a classroom environment where masks have 

not been worn or have been removed. 

 

Close contacts are required to isolate for seven days and this obviously has an impact for the 

entire family and the school. Under the current protocols, close contacts in secondary 

schools are limited due to mask wearing by students and staff. As of today, St Joseph’s 

College is encouraging students in Year Three to Year Six to wear a mask when inside a 

building. After each lesson, students will be taken outside for a brief mask break before 

continuing with their learning. When purchasing a mask for your child, please ensure that 

they are child sized and fit appropriately. If any parent or caregiver wishes to discuss this 

protocol further, please do contact me. 

 

At the present time, our most important consideration in all we do is the safety and well-

being of the students in our care. The steps we have taken to date will help keep our school 

open, and our students, families and community well. Our home and school partnership 

which is focused on the child should take precedence over all other inconveniences and 

adjustments to routines. Thank you to all our families who are following the requirements, 

your support is appreciated! 

Wednesday 2 March 

• Ash Wednesday Mass 

• Yr 10—12 OLNA 

• Yr 5-6 Swimming Lessons 

• Yr 1-6 Parent Teacher 
meetings (Phone or Zoom) 

Thursday 3 March 

• Yr 5-6 Swimming Lessons 

Friday 4 March 

• Yr 5-6 Swimming Lessons 

• JS General Assembly 

 

Monday 7 March  

• PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 8 March 

• Yr 10-12 OLNA 

• Yr 11 Assembly (Homeroom) 

Wednesday 9 March 

• Yr 10-12 OLNA 

Thursday 10 March 

• Yr 10-12 OLNA 

Friday 11 March 

• Yr 10-12 OLNA 

• Yr 1 Assembly 

____________________________ 

Saint Gabriel 

Feast Day: February 27 

Patron Saint 
of: Students and 
young people 

Life: 

Born in 1838 to a large 
Italian family, Gabriel was a      
popular and cheerful young man 
whose spirit of prayer, love for the 
poor and consideration for others 
made a deep impression on every-
one he met. He was an example 
for young and old and was made a 
Saint in 1920. 

Prayer: 

O Saint Gabriel, we wish, like you, 
to grow in love for God.             
Remember us in our trials,         
especially those who are young. 
Support us by your prayers all our 
days. And when this life is done 
may we join you in heaven in the 
company of Jesus and Mary. 

Amen. St Gabriel, Pray for us. 

Principal’s Report  

WEEK  6 
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As another week concludes what is really pleasing is seeing students of all ages going about their day, interacting with friends, 

learning and making the most of the opportunities made available to them. Please continue to talk to your children and 

teenagers about the positives in life, exploring the good around us and capturing the blessings in each day as these certainly 

still exist. 

 

Last Tuesday night, the General Sacramental Meeting was held in the Holy Family Church. The guest presenter was Father 

Tony Chiera (Vicar General) who reminded us of the need for and the importance of the sacraments in the lives of our 

children. There was a pleasing turn-out of parents however I remind those not present that it is necessary for you to attend 

the two future meetings. Students preparing to receive a sacrament need conversations and guidance from their parents or 

caregivers. Thank you to Mrs Palfrey for preparing and coordinating the evening. 

 

Following on from Father Tony’s presentation on Tuesday evening, and with recent 

announcements on COVID, Holy Family Church will be open every Tuesday morning 

from 8.30 am to 9.00 am for parents and families to pop-in and offer a prayer for 

their children. You may like to stay for a several minutes or the full half hour – the 

choice is totally yours. There will be gentle reflective music playing and a candle lit. 

All are welcome. If you would like the parish to pray for a specific intention, please 

write down in your own time and pop it in the basket that will be provided at the 

back of the church. Once restrictions are lifted, our Intentions Book will return for 

this purpose. There will be several parents to welcome you to this prayer time each 

Tuesday morning. Please remember the COVID protocols of signing in and wearing 

a mask. 

 

With a shared goal and a common purpose, the students, staff and families of St Joseph’s College can make the impossible 

possible. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning 
Principal 
 

 

 

Principal’s Report  



 Middle School News  
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Introducing the Year Seven Leaders  

At the beginning of the term, students in Year Seven were given the opportunity to 

nominate for the Class Leader position for 2022. Each nominee did an excellent job 

writing a speech and presenting it to the entire Year Seven cohort, which was then 

followed by a vote in each class. Congratulations to the successful candidates: Taylor 

(7G), Mia (7B) and Michelle (7R).  

Honourable mentions to Grace, Bridie, Lilly, Charles, Lillian, Rhys and Aerith              

for nominating themselves and giving it a go! 

The leaders have already started to think about what they could do this year and some ideas include providing support to their 

peers, organising fun events and taking charge of the Containers for Change programme. 

Mrs Samantha Trichilo – Year Seven Coordinator 

Containers for Change 

 

This year the Year Seven’s will be taking care of the containers for change bins. These red bins 

will be scattered around the school grounds. If you have a can or a bottle, we ask you to 

please put then in the red bins. All money collected from this will go to the school. We also 

remind you that these bins are only for 10c can or bottles and not for your everyday plastic 

rubbish.  

By Lillian and Ella (7G) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Notices 
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Junior School News  

Well, we have begun to plant some yummy food at the Field of Dreams. We planted carrots, tomatoes, eggplant, cucumber, 

beans, pumpkin, snow peas, capsicum, butternut pumpkin and celery. We are always open to accepting seedling donations 

from anyone willing to donate some, just see a Year Five student. Every day students go down to water, weed and  turn the 

soil over. The plants are looking good and healthy thanks to everyone's help.  

 

Tehya, Cleo and Everly 



College Notices 

St Joseph's College Earthcare 

 

The Earthcare committee proudly present our new "Recycling Stations"! We 

are collecting writing instruments (see poster for specific items), bread tags 

and batteries. Next to the batteries will be a tape dispenser - please tape 

over one end of the battery before placing it in the bucket. 

Our Recycling Stations will be located in the ELC, Cunningham, Matheu and 

in the senior school undercover areas. Look for one near you and recycle, 

recycle, recycle! 

"Take care of the Earth, and Earth will take care of you" 

 

UNIFORM STOCK UPDATE 

REMINDER 

A large number of uniform orders are now available from the office for collection and payment.  Please check if you have 

items waiting for collection.  

Please note some items are still on backorder. 

 

Now in stock Reading Bags ($17.50) and  

Sport Socks ($7.00) all sizes are available  

Thank you 

Helen Anderson 

Uniform Coordinator 
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smArt Club 

Years Seven - Twelve students are invited to get involved, have fun and join our creative 

crew  after school every Thursday from 3:15 - 4:30. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Parent and Friends News 

Community Notices 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter                                                             Page 6 

It’s that time again! With everything going on right now we know the students need some excitement! Next Monday, 28 

February, we will begin collecting Easter donations for our annual raffle. We would be very grateful if you could pop an egg 

or Easter item in your trolley next time you’re shopping and get your child to pop it in the box in their classrooms.  

Thanks everyone!  

LOST PROPERTY! 

PLEASE CHECK 

There is a large amount of lost 

property in the front office. 

 

Please check if your child has all of their uniform, lunch boxes,  

pencil cases etc. 

 

The Lost property shelves and tubs are overflowing with           

abandoned items with NO NAME TAGS. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 


