
Br Robert provided the following reflection for this 

weeks’ newsletter: 

 

The reflection this week comes from a fine book by the 

American priest and author William J. Bausch. William 

Bausch has written a number of books over the years and 

his insights are both interesting and challenging. The 

reflection comes from one of his recent books ‘Touching 

the Heart’ and while American, the ideas are very 

relevant for our Australian readers. 

 

In the Chapter ‘Stories for the Spiritual Journey’  William 

Bausch expresses some of his concerns about modern 

education which he considers too pragmatic with the 

inevitable loss of imagination.  He considers some 

aspects of modern education fail to probe deeper into the 

mysteries of life.  The modern media tends to inundate 

our children with many slick, digital, high tech surface 

images and actions but there is little solicitation to probe 

deeper.  The section of the book quoted endeavours to 

raise some of these issues.  The chapter is available from 

the College Office to anyone who would like to read 

further on the subject.  William Bausch is a retired priest 

who is well known for his lectures, retreats and days and 

evenings of reflection. 

 

I want to propose that this ability, this instinct to probe 

the question behind the question, has been dramatically 

undermined today.  There has been a surrender to the 

pragmatic mind and the loss of imagination. With so 

many slick, high tech surface images and actions, there is 

no solicitation to probe deeper.  As I have mentioned 

earlier the media – that pervasive media: it is the air we 

breathe – inundates us and our children with ongoing 

surface images and sense stimulating tales of gross 

violence, uncommitted sex and endless consumption. 

Outside of the family, we get little corrective because our 

schools, no matter how sensitive and progressive, are 

ultimately captive to ideology and political correctness.  

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP 

Mon 7 Apr Inter-school Athletics Field Events 

(Yrs 4-7) 

Wed 9 Apr Inter-School Athletics Track Events 

(Yrs 1-7) 

Wed  9 Apr SS Parent/Teacher Interview Evening 

Fri 11 Apr Last Day of Term 1 

Tues 29 Apr Students Commence Term 2 

Wed 30 Apr - 2 

May 

Year Six Camp 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and 

Members of our College Community, 

 

Next week Senior School Parent Teacher meetings will 

be held to discuss progress and follow up on the Interim 

Reports. 

 

While it is early in the year, it is an important part of the 

process of keeping a finger on the pulse:  our success 

with students academically is directly related to this and 

it is important for the staff/parent/student dialogue to 

occur. 

 

Special thanks to Ms Stringer, Mrs Heward and staff 

who assisted and the student Ball Committee for their 

great effort that went into the Senior Ball last Saturday 

night. 

Prayer 
 

Blessing on Work 

May the Lord look with favour on all that we do. 

May God bless our work and bring forth 

 good things from it. 

May God whose kindness enfolds us,  

give the increase and make our work fit for  

building God’s Kingdom in our world. 

Amen 
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Eventually, with no moral, philosophical, or aesthetic 

underpinnings, we get our inevitable parade of felons 

in corporate and political life.  As for our children, we 

frequently get those who know nothing of Atticus Finch 

and everything of Charles Manson.  They know little of 

Rosa Parks but more about Britney Spears. This is not 

true of all students, of course, but enough to make us 

wonder. Or if it’s  always a Bruce Willis never a St 

Francis, always a Howard Stern and never Bono, then 

the resulting imagery, symbols, sights, sounds and story 

values will produce a confused, amoral, reed in the 

wind populace.  

 

None of this implies that we always have to read 

“serious” books or nonsensical entertainment, stupid 

tricks, utterly mindless diversions, or outrageous 

stories are useless and always harmful.  Not at all.  

They have their place.  Thank God. 

 

Where would we be without Chaucer’s bawdy 

Canterbury Tales or John Cleese’s Fawlty Towers?  

The alarm comes when these things are not diversions 

but become mainstream.  The template against which 

we live, the common coin of conduct, reference and 

communication.  Then we lose the ability to tell the 

difference between a movie like Hostel where 

dismemberment and torture are splayed for the sheer 

joy of it and the brutality of All is Quiet on the Western 

Front that provokes one’s conscience. 

 

Once again it is the remembered experiences, images, 

symbols and stories that shape the moral person, which 

is why the right balance is necessary.  Dostoevsky had 

it right in The Brothers Karamazov, when in the closing 

scene Alhosha Karamazov, the youngest brother, 

addresses a group of boys for whom he has been a 

mentor and a role model. This takes place following the 

funeral of one of the youngest comrades whom the boys 

had once taunted and persecuted but later were 

reconciled with and came to love. He says: 

 

You must know that there is nothing higher, or 

stronger, or sounder or more useful afterwards in life, 

than some good memory from childhood, from the 

parental home.    You  hear  a  lot said about education,  

 

yet some such beautiful, sacred memory, preserved 

from childhood, is perhaps the best education.  If a man 

stores up such memories to take into life, then he is 

saved for his whole life.  And then if only one good 

memory remains with us in our hearts, that alone may 

serve one day for our salvation…and keep us from 

great evil. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Bradley Hall - Principal 

 

Mrs Kelly Theodore 

Many years ago I was a student at this College, and it is 

with the greatest pleasure that I can say "I am back."  I 

am thrilled to be given the opportunity to fulfil my 

dreams and teach in the 

Pre-Primary.  Working 

with children of this age 

is fantastic, they are 

forever energetic and 

eager to learn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inter-School Athletics Carnival 

The Inter-School Field events will be held next 

Monday 7 April for Years Four - Seven students, 

followed by the track events next Wednesday 9 April 

for Years One - Seven students.  The venue for this 

years’ carnival is the North Road Athletics Centre.  

Information notes and permission forms have been sent 

home with students who have been selected to 

represent the College.  If you have any queries please 

contact Mr Small. 

Mr Mike Watson - Head of Junior School 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

MEET THE STAFF 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

COLLEGE NOTICES 



 

Australian Government Summer School for 

Teachers of Mathematics 

On Sunday 9 January 2008, 199 mathematics teachers 

from around Australia (27 from WA, 2 from Albany) 

flew in to Armidale NSW for a ten day intensive 

learning programme conducted at the University of 

New England. The focus of the ten day programme 

was: 

• Frameworks – implications of cognitive 

neuroscience for pedagogy and the curriculum; 

assessment; the results of PISA 2006 

• Potential difference – addressing the challenges of 

student diversity: gifted and talented; low 

achieving; Indigenous students; gender issues; non-

English speaking background students 

• Cutting-Edge Mathematics – hearing from 

mathematicians who live, breathe and apply 

mathematics in everyday life – including the civil 

engineer who worked on the design and building of 

the main stadium and the water cube for the Beijing 

Olympics. 

• Next Praxis – “digital–age” kids and the 

pedagogical and curriculum implications associated 

with engaging the current generation of learners; 

and 

• World Class – the impact of particular learning 

strategies, feedback, and qualities of teaching 

communities that achieve exceptional outcomes. 

 

During the ten day programme, teachers participated in 

23 keynote addresses, 18 workshops and 10 tutorials.   

 

The keynote presenters were a collection of highly 

regarded academics from Australia and overseas and 

the topics ranged from “The Brain and Mathematics” 

by Prof John Geake (unfortunate name) from Oxford to 

“Bringing out the Magic in Mathematics” by Burkard 

Polster from Monash University.  After the 9.00 am to 

5 pm day, we were provided with the opportunity to 

network and hear what others are doing, in informal 

discussions – otherwise known as “happy hour”.   

 

 

 

 

WA Mathematics Summer School Participants 

 

The only break from the formal learning environment 

came during a three hour tour of the New England 

region on Sunday 16 January during which we got a 

taste of what New England had to offer. 

 

The keynote speakers provided us with some 

controversies: 

• According to neuro-scientific studies, there is no 

evidence to support brain gym, Multiple 

Intelligences, or VAK (Visual, Auditory or 

Kinaesthetic) styles of learning. 

• According to evidence by John Hattie (University of 

Auckland) reducing class sizes does little to 

enhance  learning, nor do whole language, out of 

school experiences or web based learning. 

 

Occasionally the presentations stated 

the obvious, but mostly they were 

thought provoking, challenging and 

often contrary to our anecdotal 

theories.  The theme was “Where is 

the evidence?”   And like true academics, there were a 

lot of issues that remain unresolved: 

 

• To stream or not to stream? 

• To accelerate gifted and talented 

or not? 

 

So what did I learn? As teachers, we are doing OK!   

HOWEVER -There is more we can all do to enhance 

student learning.  This quote from an unknown 

mathematics educator summarises what most of the 

participants in the Summer School perceived to be the 

key factors affecting student academic performance.  
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COLLEGE NOTICES 

 

COLLEGE NOTICES 



“Know your stuff, know who you’re about to 

stuff, and above all stuff them enthusiastically”. 
 

Not quite academic speak, but I think you get the drift. 

 

I would encourage all teachers to participate in this 

form of professional development offered by the 

Federal Government. 

Mr Mike Trafalski - Australian Government Summer 

School for Teachers Graduate 

 

Harmony Week 

During Harmony Week we were fortunate to have the 

Wirlomin Storytelling group visit our College and 

work with our Year Seven students in one Session and 

Years Five and Six students in another session. 

 

Kim Scott an award winning Noongar author, is the 

convenor of the group and lead the presentation with 

the support of Roma Winmer and Iris Woods who are 

both Noongar language teachers.  Our students really 

enjoyed the presentation and actively participated in 

the language activities and singing. 

Mr Mike Watson - Head of Junior School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletics Carnival 

Last week’s carnival was a very enjoyable day with 

keen competition amongst Houses in both individual 

and team events.  The final results for this year’s 

carnival were: 

 1st Cunningham 670.5 points 

 2nd Ozanam  668 

 3rd De Vialar  637.5 points 

 4th McCormack  616 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Mr Small for co-ordinating the Carnival 

and to staff and the many parent helpers who worked 

together to ensure that the day ran smoothly. 

 

The House Captains also are to be congratulated for 

doing a great job helping co-ordinate their teams and 

encouraging all students to participate in the various 

individual and team events. 

 

 

Middle School Interim Reports 

A Term One Interim Report for your child will be sent 

home at the end of this term.  This report provides an 

overview of your child’s progress so far this 

year.  More detailed feedback will be provided through 

the Parent-Teacher interviews which will take place on 

Thursday 8 May, 3.45 – 6.30pm or Wednesday 14 

May, 3.45 – 6.30 pm.   
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Individual Champions 

Year Champion Runner-Up Champion 

4 Girls Tahlia Putland Emmerson Robb 

4 Boys Addison Dew Declan McNamara 

5 Girls Keely Fitzpatrick Courtney Ruttico 

5 Boys Andrew Bonavita Corey Rogers 

6 Girls Sophia Monterosso Angelica Brenton 
Jemma Pouwelsen 

6 Boys Rory Vickers Tristan Taylor 

Tutorials 
Please note that there will be 

 NO Tutorials  

next week  
(Wednesday 9 & Thursday 10 April) 

for 
Junior, Middle and Senior  

School Students 

 

COLLEGE NOTICES 

Year 5 Girls enjoyed 

the field events  

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
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These interviews provide an opportunity for parents, 

teachers and students to meet and discuss student 

strengths and areas for development, in specific 

subjects.  Home Room teachers are also available to 

discuss your child’s progress.  The Interim Report also 

shows where teachers have indicated that interviews 

with parents are essential.  

 

A booking sheet for interviews will be included with 

the Interim Report.  Please complete and return this to 

the College Office by Monday 5 May.  The slip must 

be returned to the office even if you are unable to 

attend the Parent-Teacher meeting. 

Mr John Bova - Head of Middle School 

 

 

Senior School Interim Reports 

A Term One Interim Report for your child was mailed 

home this week.  This report provides an overview of 

your child’s progress so far this year.  More detailed 

feedback will be provided through the Parent-Teacher 

interviews which will take place next week on 

Wednesday 9 April, 3.45 – 7.30pm, in the College 

Library.  These interviews provide an opportunity for 

parents, teachers and students to meet and discuss 

student strengths and areas for development, in specific 

subjects.  Home Room teachers are also available to 

discuss your child’s progress.  The Interim Report 

indicates where interviews with parents are essential. I 

would, however, encourage you to make appointments 

to meet with all of your child’s teachers.  Parents of 

Year Twelve students are expected to attend this 

evening. 

 

A booking sheet for interviews was included with the 

Interim Report. Please complete and return it to the 

College office by Monday 7 April.  The slip must be 

returned to the office even if you are unable to attend 

the Parent-Teacher meeting. 

Mr John Bova - Head of Senior School 

 

 

Moulin Rouge for Ball  

Saturday 29 March marked the climax of months of 

preparation and much anticipation for the Years Eleven 

and Twelve students.  The St Joseph’s College Ball 

was held at the Princess Royal Sailing Club with the 

exotic theme of Moulin Rouge.  The decorations were 

a mix of black, red and gold, with balloons, fairy lights 

and white table cloths creating a stunning ambience.   

 

We danced the night away to music consisting of 

popular sing along anthems and the odd techno track 

thrown in for variety.  Supper was an array of 

delectable items and was enjoyed by all.  Everyone 

looked absolutely stunning and the parent paparazzi 

were out in full force. 

 

Congratulations to the prize winners.  The Duke and 

Duchess of the ball for 2008 Codie Thiele and 

Madeline Grey who looked simply magnifique and the 

Count and Countess of the ball Mathew Carson and 

Jordan Brady as well as our Le Can Can couple Jai 

Robinson and his partner Meagan Wray who danced up 

a storm on the night.  A big thank you to Ms Stringer 

and Mrs Heward on behalf of the ball goers for their 

generous time and assistance to help make this ball a 

memorable occasion. 

Report by:  Verity Page - Year 12 

(Refer to page 6 for photos) 

 

PARISH NOTICES 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

KIDS CLUBKIDS CLUBKIDS CLUBKIDS CLUB    
Kid’s Club is on this Sunday 6 April  

following 9.30am Mass. 

  

Where:  Holy Family Church 

Time:     10.30am-12 noon  (after 9.30am Mass) 

Please bring a snack to share. 

 

Come along and catch up with your friends and 

meet some new friends along the way. 

 

For more information please contact  Sarah on 

0413 000240 or starah_30@hotmail.com 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
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