
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community, 

 

Welcome back to the College for the 2009 school year and a special welcome to new 

students, families and staff members.  

 

2009 will be another exciting year for our College and staff have already spent much time 

in planning and maximizing learning opportunities for your children. 

 

2008 Results   

Congratulations to our class of 2008 Year Twelve students.  Among the highlights of our 

results were: 

• Graduation rate of 100%. 

• 36% of students in the highest tricile - (state one third) and only 7% in the lowest 

tricile - this 7% is the best figure of all Catholic Schools in Western Australia. 

• 28.6% of students achieving a score of 75+ in at least one subject. 

 

The Director of Catholic Education sent a congratulatory letter recently and stated that; 

“The results place the College well ahead of many like schools - across all sectors 

(Catholic, Government and Independent) in both the State and the region and have 

provided strong opportunities for students as they move to their desired post - secondary 

destination.” 

 

Uniform 

Students have been reminded in Home Room about uniform standards and I commend 

most students for wearing the uniform correctly and with pride. 
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IMPORTANT DATES  
COMING UP 

 
Mon 9 - 13 Feb 

• Pre-Primary Whole 
Group/Half Day 

• Kindy Half Group - 12 
Feb 

 
Wed 11 Feb 

• Senior School Parent 
Information Night  

 
Thurs 12 Feb 

• Inter-House Swimming 
Carnival (Yr7-12)  9am-
3pm 

• JS Assembly 9am Gym 
 
Fri 13 Feb 

• Middle School Activities 
Day 

 
Mon 16 Feb 

• PP Whole Group/Half 
Day 

• Kindy Whole Group 
commence 

• Parent Information Night 
(Yrs 1-3) 

General 
Information  

 

• Uniform Shop 
 Open every Tuesday 
 8am - 9pm and  
 2.30pm - 4.30pm 
 
• Absentee Phone Line  
9844 0280 

 
• Principal 
 Mr Bradley Hall 
 
• Head of Middle and 
Senior Schools 

 Mr John Bova 
 
• Head of Junior School 
 Mr Mike Watson 

REFLECTION 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Loving God, we thank you for the summer holiday which has come 
to an end.  As we begin a new school year, help us to return to our 

books, classes, and other school activities with a renewed 
dedication to learning.   

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Lord. 
Amen 
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I would appreciate parent support in ensuring that 

students are dressed correctly for the journey to school 

and, if in town after school, continue to be dressed 

appropriately and neatly; after all, every student on the 

streets of Albany, Mt Barker and Denmark or in the 

Great Southern region are ambassadors for the 

College. 

 

New Pre-Primary 

Our new Pre-Primary is now operational and my thanks 

to Mr Scheepers, Mr Pickering and Mr Colgate for their 

work in transforming the Multi-purpose room into the 

new Pre-Primary facility. 

 

The last major task was replacing the carpet after 

vandals smashed the windows in the holidays and 

shards of glass were embedded in the carpet. 

 

Unfortunately, there has been a spate of vandalism in 

the community recently and the College has not been 

immune.  If you see suspicious activity on the College 

grounds, please report it to the police. 

 

Computers in Schools 

We were advised recently that our application in the 

second round of the computers in schools (Years 

Nine -Twelve) Federal funding, was successful.  The 

new hardware has been ordered.  Thanks to Mr Bova 

and Mr Polette for their ongoing work in the Information 

Technology area. 

 

Education Tax Refund 

Parents are reminded of the education tax refund which 

came into effect on 1 July 2008.  Families entitled to 

Family Tax Benefit Part A may make a claim.  The 

refund covers spending on computers and related 

equipment, internet connections, software, text books, 

study guides, stationery.  To find out more visit the Tax 

Office at www.ato.gov.au  

 

Career Help 

I have been contacted by the Regional Co-ordinator of 

the Great Southern Respite and Carelink reminding 

members of our community that assistance is available 

for respite for a range of carers, including young carers. 

 

Further details are available from the College office or 

contact Fran Ross, Regional Co-ordinator, Great 

Southern Respite and Carelink on 0429 373 385. 

 

 

2009 Defence Technical Scholarships 

A reminder that the College has elected to be part of 

the Defence Technical Scholarships, an initiative that 

encourages students considering technical trade 

careers in the Australian Defence Force to complete 

Years Eleven and Twelve with some financial 

assistance ($2,000 - $3,000). 

 

Application Forms can be obtained from myself and are 

due soon. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Bradley Hall - Principal 

 

Timetable Structure for 2009 

No doubt you will be aware by now, of the different 

timetable the College has implemented in the Middle 

and Senior Schools in 2009.  The College has 

implemented a 30 period timetable, which is the 

structure most widely used by schools in Western 

Australia. 

 

Some of the main features include: 

• Six periods per day, every day. 

• Home Room period takes place immediately before 

recess. 

• Longer single and therefore double periods in 

practical subjects. 

• Recess is slightly longer and lunchtime is slightly 

shorter. 

• A special Home Room time on Friday during Period 

Four. This time will be used for assemblies, liturgies, 

carnival preparation, etc. 

 

A reorganisation of the electives programmes from 

Years Seven to Ten.  Parents of Year Eight students 

should note that some students are doing electives in 

the same subjects as last year, but the learning will be 

at a higher level in 2009.  Students who have not 

studied all electives will have done so by the end of the 

year. 

 

The College looks forward to our new structure building 

on the successes of previous years; students will 

certainly enjoy a number of advantages with the new 
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structure, including less movement between classes, 

the same number of periods each day, extra time in 

double periods and more uninterrupted learning time. 

Mr John Bova – Head of Middle and Senior Schools 

 

Lego Alert 

St Joseph’s Junior School is looking to build up a 

supply of lego construction blocks (duplo, lego or 

technic) for student use.  If you have any lego lying 

around at home not in use any more and would like to 

donate it to the Junior School, we would love to have it.  

Please contact Jim Morcom (Year Six) or Chris Palfrey 

(Year Three) if you can help us out.  Many thanks. 

 

Basketball Ring 

The Early Learning Centre is looking for a free-

standing, moveable basketball ring to put in the 

undercover area adjacent to the multi-purpose room.  

The hoop would need to be suitable and safe for Pre-

primary and Kindergarten students to use.  If you have 

a free-standing basketball goal that you no longer 

require please contact Mr Mike Watson at the College. 

 

Encyclopedias 

We have a set of older Encyclopedia Brittanica books 

(1991) in very good condition that we would like to give 

away to a family in the College community who feel the 

books would be useful in a home library.  Please 

contact Mr Mike Watson if you are interested in 

acquiring the encyclopedias. 

 

College Newsletter 

We encourage families to use the College web site to 

access their Newsletter which is available each Friday 

morning.  Other useful information such as Term 

Calendars, School Performance Data, Book Lists, 

Employment, Upcoming Events etc.  is also updated on 

the website on a regular basis. 

 

One copy of the Newsletter per family will be sent 

home each week with the youngest child in the family 

attending school. 

 

What do you think?   The College is developing a new 

design for the Newsletter.  We are looking for 

interested College community members or people with 

graphic design experience to offer any suggestions on 

a new design/layout for our Newsletter.  If you can help 

or have any suggestions, please contact Renae 

St Jack at the College Office. 

 

Mandatory Reporting Sexual Abuse 

The Health Service wishes to advise you that as from 

1 January 2009, the new Mandatory Reporting Child 

Sexual Abuse Amendment, to the 2004 Child and 

Community Services Act takes effect. 

 

All Doctors, Nurses, Teachers and Police Officers are 

obligated to adhere to this reporting process. 

Our service delivery has not changed and we will 

continue to provide Primary Health Care to your 

children. 

Sally Hutchinson - Child Health Nurse 

 

Youth Sport and Recreation Committee 

Congratulations to Cameron Newbold (Year 12), Dale 

Quain (Year 12) and Brendan Crosby (Year 11) and 

Shahnee McLeod  (Year 11  ) who have been selected 

as representatives on the Great Southern Youth Sport 

and Recreation Committee for 2009.  Through the 

course of the year these students will have the 

opportunity to gain an insight into many areas within 

the sport and recreation industry, provide feedback on 

issues and current programs, meet professionals, 

athletes and other industry leaders, develop leadership 

skills and meet other like minded students from other 

schools who are similarly passionate about sport and 

recreation.  We wish them the best of success in their 

experience and hope they bring many of their newly 

found skills back to St Joseph's College for the benefit 

of others. 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical Education Teacher 

 

Welcome Back to 2009 

A warm welcome back to students and parents after 

the Christmas holiday break.  A particular welcome to 

new families to the College.   

 

We have four new staff members in the Junior School 

for the 2009 school year.  Mrs Amanda Piercey is 

teaching the Year Two class and Ms Jacinta Brampton 

who is teaching the Year Four class during Semester 

One while Mrs McGlade is on long service leave.  

Amanda and Jacinta are both former students at 

St Joseph’s College so it is a pleasure to have them 

back in the College community.  Mrs Mandy Swann is 

our new Education Assistant - Mandy will be working 

mainly in the Year One classroom.  Mrs Colleen 

Armstrong is working in the new Pre-Primary 

classroom alongside Mrs Jude Boston. 

COLLEGE NOTICES  COLLEGE NOTICES  

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
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Parent Information Nights 

Parent Information Nights are coming up in Week 

Three.  The Years One - Three meetings will be held 

on Monday 16 February and the Years Four - Six 

meetings will be held on Thursday 19 February.  More 

information about these meetings will be sent home 

with students next week. 

 

Next Assembly 

The next Junior School Assembly will be held on 

Thursday 12 February in the Gymnasium commencing 

at 9.00am.  The Year Six class will be conducting the 

assembly.  Parents and guardians are most welcome. 

 

Tutorials 

Tutorials commence next Wednesday, 11 February for 

Years Four - Six students.  The tutorials are held every 

Wednesday in the Library from 3.05pm - 4.00pm.  

Students who would like to work on their homework or 

assignments or who require some assistance are very 

welcome to attend the tutorials. 

 

Middle and Senior Schools Inter-House Swimming 

Carnival 

The sporting year gets off to a flying start next 

Thursday 12 February with the Middle and Senior 

School Inter House Swimming Carnival at the Albany 

Leisure and Aquatic Centre.  The carnival is set to run 

from 9.30am to 2.30pm and parents and supporters 

are invited to attend. 

 

The carnival is a combination of Championship 

swimming races to decide the Champions and 

Runners-Up in each year group and fun based novelty 

events and 25 metre races for the non-competitive 

swimmers.  All races contribute to the overall House 

Championship Shield. 

 

Students have nominated for their races on Friday in 

their House groups and some of the keener ones will 

be taking advantage of the start of Saints Swim Club 

training to hone their skills for the events. 

 

The students are reminded that they are required to 

wear their College House sports uniform. Should 

students choose to wear board shorts for their races 

they must change into them when they get to the 

Leisure and Aquatic Centre. 

 

The Physical Education staff would greatly appreciate 

the help of any parents who might be available to 

assist on the day.  Please contact Mr Paul O’Donnell 

through the College Office if you are available to assist. 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical Education Teacher 

 

Tutorials 

All students in Middle and Senior School are welcome 

to attend tutorials in the College Library commencing 

week Two.  Tutorials will be held each Wednesday and 

Thursday commencing at 3.15pm and will end at 

4.30pm.  Parents/guardians are responsible to collect 

their child at the end of the tutorials.  If you wish to 

collect your child before the finish time please write a 

note informing the supervising teacher.  If you have 

any queries please contact Ms Jude Stringer at the 

College. 

 

 

St Joseph’s College Parents & Friends 

Association Committee Meeting 

 

 Date:  17 February 2009 

 Time:  7:30pm 

 Where: St Joseph’s College Staff room 

 

The Parents & Friends Association endeavours to have 

all parents enjoy the exciting experience of their 

children’s formal school years by active participation 

and personal involvement in school programs. 

 

The Association provides healthy forums for ideas and 

discussions on any relevant issues that will benefit the 

education of our children, we work together to provide 

additional resources which are considered necessary 

for our children and to assist teachers in their 

professional work. 

 

If you would like to be part of our team join us and 

benefit your children and their school. 

Mrs Chris Annison - President 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

MIDDLE AND SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

MIDDLE AND SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 



 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter  

 

Sail Training 

The Princess Royal Sailing Club is conducting a Sail 

Training Coaching course for children commencing 

Saturday 7 February 2009 at 9.00am. 

 

The program involves eight Saturday morning classes 

which will give the children the opportunity to learn to 

sail and also gain Basic skill qualifications. 

 

The cost is $120.00 or $103.00 if the child is already a 

member of the PRSC and has a log book. 

 

Registration and enquiries to either Club Secretary 

Lauren Batten on 98444033 

office@prsc.com.au  or Clive Walker on 98425293 

georgiewalker3@bigpond.com. 

 

 

 

 

Absentee Message Bank - 9844 0280  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEGINNING  EXPERIENCE 
 

The Beginning Experience is running a 
WEEKEND PROGRAMME, designed to assist 
and support people in learning to close the 
door gently on a relationship that has ended, 
in order to get on with living.    
 
People who have had similar loss experiences 
themselves facilitate the programme.  If you 
feel that this programme could benefit you or 
someone you know, you are invited to contact 
us. 
 

The next weekend programme dates are: 
 

FRIDAY   6   MARCH  to   
SUNDAY   8 MARCH  2009 

  
For further information please contact:    
Helen      Phone:   9246 5150  or 
Maureen   Phone:   9537 1915  

Don’t miss out on Great Southern Factor Inc’s 

last film before the PIAF Great Southern 

Program. 

 

Unfinshed Sky (M)  
Written and Directed by 

 Peter Duncan 

Starring William McInnes and  

Monic Hendrickx 

 

 

 

Saturday 7 February 

 8pm at the Albany Town Hall 

 

Unfinished Sky (M) took home an incredible six awards 

from ten nominations at the prestigious 50th Australian Film 

Institute (AFI) Awards. The critically acclaimed film added 

the Macquarie AFI Award for Best Adapted Screenplay, AFI 

Award for Best Lead Actress, AFI Award for Best Lead 

Actor, AFI Award for Best Cinematography, AFI Award for 

Best Sound, and the AFI Award for Best Original Music 

Score to its already impressive list of accomplishments 

 

Peter Duncan's remake of Dutch hit The Polish Bride is 

a small film with a big story to tell. 

Anchored by two outstanding performances, Unfinished Sky 

is an engaging and intriguing drama. It is engaging for its 

characters and intriguing for its unpredictable story. Director 

Peter Duncan structures the story in such a way as to keep 

our interest piqued; information about the characters and 

the story are revealed in slivers and the audience is given 

enough clues to work some elements out for themselves. 

All that tends to draw us into the film, and Monic Hendrickx 

makes an alluring and interesting Tahmeena, at times 

tragic, at times endearingly feminine. 

Review by Andrew L. Urban 

 

Want to see the trailer, go to  http://

www.if.com.au/2008/08/29/article/KWIKVLJISV.html 

 

Tickets are on sale NOW at the Albany Town Hall Box 

Office $16 full price or $13 concession or click on 

www.albanytownhall.com.au to get your tickets online 

 

Our first SCOPE Film and Media Workshop commence 

April 4, profits from ALL tickets go directly towards 

these workshops, so come along, enjoy a great 

Australian film and support independent youth 

initiatives. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES COMMUNITY NOTICES 



 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter  



 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter  



 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter  



 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter  


