
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community 

 

Last Wednesday we celebrated our volunteers Mass, where the College Community 

gave thanks to all those who helped out in some way over the year: to those who could 

not make it, thank you, God bless you and we welcome you back in 2010. 

 

We conclude the Term on Thursday, 17 December.  In the time leading up to this, 

classes continue as normal, though there will be celebratory activities, picnics, and 

excursions.  These special events are community building and I urge parents to support 

the staff and student helpers that have prepared for these special events. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Bradley Hall - Principal 
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IMPORTANT DATES  
COMING UP 

 
 
Mon 14 Dec 
 Yr 10 Lifeskills Day 
 
Tues 15 Dec 
 P&F Meeting  
 
Wed 16 Dec 
 Activities Day (Yrs 7-10) 
 Yrs 1-3 Picnic - Eyre 

Park 
 
Thur 17 Dec 
 Whole College 

Assembly 
 Final Day Term 
 

School Holidays 
 
Wed 27 - 29 Jan 
 Uniform Shop Open 

9am-4pm 
 
Mon 1 Jan 2010 
 First Day for Students - 

Term 1 Commences 
 

General 
Information  

 
Uniform Shop 
 Open every Tuesday 
 8.15am - 9.15am and  
 2.30pm - 4.30pm 
 
Absentee Phone Line  

9844 0280 
 
Principal 
 Mr Bradley Hall 
 
Head of Middle and 

Senior Schools 
 Mr John Bova 
 
Head of Junior School 
 Mr Mike Watson 

REFLECTION 
 

Advent is a waiting time, 
 We await the celebration of the birth of Jesus, 
 We await Christ’s second coming, 
 But God waits for us too. 

 
God lives today, and so… 

our first challenge is to bring Jesus to life in our own living, to become  
aware of his presence,  

the presence of the Spirit within us, prompting us, sustaining us,  
working through us, waiting for us. 

 
PRAYER 

 
O God, open our hearts to prepare the way for the coming of Christ. 

 
Guide us in your ways of compassion so that  

we may extend your love and mercy to all people. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Eternal Word,  

who lives with you and the Holy Spirit forever. 
 

Amen 
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St Vincent De Paul Christmas Appeal 

Thank you to all families who contributed food items to 

the St Vincent de Paul Society’s Christmas Appeal and 

who provided money for the gold coin donation 

conducted by the Middle and Senior Schools students. 

 

Also a big thank you to the students, staff and parents 

from the St Joseph’s Swim Club for the fantastic effort 

put into last Friday’s Lap-a-thon.  Students and staff 

swam a total of 152.3 kms and raised approximately 

$1,369.00.  All proceeds from the Lap-a-thon will go to 

the St Vincent de Paul Society’s Christmas Appeal.  

The St Vincent de Paul Society Albany Conference are 

very appreciative of the effort put in by staff, students 

and parents to support their 2009 Christmas Appeal. 

Mr Mike Watson - Head of Junior School 

 

Taking Shape 

The answer to my question has been revealed.  The 

crane and the pneumatic lift, plus a cherry picker, have 

seen the framework of the new rooms go up with ease.  

It reminds me of a huge Meccano set construction!  

 

I’m sure we will be seeing more of this, this week.  It’s 

really good to see things taking shape. 

Sadly, as this is the last newsletter for the year, this will 

be my final report.  I hope that you have enjoyed 

reading my updates, as much as I have, in writing 

them.  It’s now up to you, to keep an eye on the 

progress of the building.  Perhaps I will come back to 

visit, mid 2010, when it has been completed. 

 

But for now, this is Brendan Kay, signing off.  So, it’s 

goodbye and Merry Christmas to you all. 

Brendan Kay – Year 12 

 

 

 

Brendan’s Achievement 

As part of his Independent Living Skills Programme, 

Brendan Kay has been successful in making and 

completing a patchwork quilt for his bed. 

 

He has worked hard to achieve his goal of finishing it 

before he left school.  From the picture, I am sure you 

will agree it has been well worth the effort. 

Thank you to Mrs McKenney and Mrs Blackburn for 

their guidance and assistance in this worthy project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lap-A-Thon 

The Saints Swim Club held it’s annual Lap-A-Thon and 

Windup last Friday at Albany Leisure and Aquatic 

Centre (ALAC).  The swimmers were an inspiration as 

they swam their way to complete a collective distance 

of 152.3 km.  There were many tired faces in the last 

hour.  Congratulations to everyone who took part. 

  

A big thanks must go out to those talented and capable 

helpers who gave generously of their time and made 

the day such a success.  Renae St Jack, Sam 

Jones, Nancy Keys, Sue Crosby, Maria Jackson, 

Renae Doncon, Helen Anderson, Lisa Turton, Julie 

Hughes-Owen and  Grace Monterosso.  It was also 

really nice to have the previous committee members 

Clare Dolzadelli and Anthea Offerman come down to 

say hello and offer their encouragement to the 

swimmers. Thanks also to ALAC for donating the use 

of the Waterslide and Mad D, the students had an 

enormous amount of fun on them. 

  

COLLEGE NOTICES  COLLEGE NOTICES  
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Thank you to our terrific coaches who give so liberally 

of their time to motivate our swimmers throughout the 

year.  Steve Small, Paul O’Donnell, Jim Morcom, 

Phil McKechnie and Megan O’Leary.  All the best at 

your new school Megan, we shall miss you. 

  

Thank you to Sam Jones who put together a DVD of all 

the photos she took on Lap-A-Thon day.  Participants 

will receive their own copy shortly. 

  

There will be a Saints Swim Club meeting early in the 

2010 school year for all who are interested. 

Mrs Jo Pulsford - President 

 

 

Albany Youth Orchestra 

Bob Elms Award for Musicianship 

Recently the Albany Youth 

Orchestra held its annual mini 

concert and presentations to 

players.  Gabrielle Ruttico had 

the honour of receiving the Bob 

Elms Award for Musicianship 

for being most improved and 

her application to violin playing.  

She first started playing the 

violin only two years ago and 

under the instruction of Margaret Gunson will be sitting 

her Grade 4 exam this week. 

 

The Albany Youth Orchestra is made up of local 

musicians from Years 7 – 12 from different schools and 

is conducted every Monday afternoon by Vicki 

Reynolds and Margaret Crossen.  They are planning to 

take the orchestra to Perth next year to listen to and 

rehearse with the WA Symphony Orchestra.  The aim 

of the performance in Perth is to rehearse for the 

audition to the International Music Festival in 2011 

which includes performing at the Sydney Opera House. 

Piano Tuition 2010 

Maureen Hunt will be taking over piano tuition from 

Olga Gibbs for 2010. 

 

Maureen brings with her many years of experience 

both as a performer and teacher.  Classically trained at 

the Conservatorium of Music (Sydney), she has 

worked in a wide variety of musical fields throughout 

her career.   

 

Since moving with her family to Albany 18 years ago, 

she became involved with the Albany Light Opera 

Company, and has been rehearsal and performance 

pianist for many productions including the 2008 

production of Les Miserables as principal pianist. 

 

Maureen is looking forward to her new position with St 

Joseph’s College.  She believes her role as a piano 

teacher is to provide an encouraging and positive 

learning environment for her students, as well as 

creating a lifelong love of music. 

 

Senior Citizens 

Thank you to Mrs Catherine Tassicker and Miss Sarah 

Manolas for taking the choir and Year One students out 

to the Le Grande Motel to entertain the senior citizens 

from St Joseph’s Lodge at their annual Christmas 

Party.  The choir sang a repertoire of Christmas carols 

and the Year One students performed their Nativity 

play.   

 

The senior citizens warmly applauded the students at 

the end of their performance. 

 

MEET THE STAFF  

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

COLLEGE NOTICES  
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PARISH NOTICES  

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

WEEKEND SPORT 

Year Three Liturgy 

Mrs Chris Palfrey and her Year Three students 

conducted a beautiful liturgy last Monday morning in 

the College Chapel. 

 

The theme of the liturgy was “sharing our gifts and 

talents”.  The liturgy was interactive with parents and 

students writing nice, meaningful messages to each 

other. 

 

A big thank you to Mrs Palfrey for preparing the liturgy 

and also to Jo Pulsford for leading the singing at the 

liturgy. 

 

School Reports 

Semester Two reports will be posted home next week.  

Included in the report envelopes will be student 

stationery lists for 2010. 

 

I would encourage all parents to spend time with their 

children reading through their report discussing the 

information included with a particular focus on the 

written comments made by class teachers. 

Mr Mike Watson - Head of Junior School 

 

 

 

Year Ten Life Skills Day Workshop and Dinner 

In our efforts to provide students at St Joseph’s 

College with a well rounded education in academia as 

well as in personal and social skills, we expose our 

students to a range of learning experiences and social 

cultural events. The Year Ten Life Skills Day 

Workshop and Dinner is a vital part of our pastoral 

care program, which is especially aimed at building 

personal and social skills required for the 21st century.  

 

Thank you to all the parents who responded promptly 

with the permission slips. Please note that all Year Ten 

students will be participating in the Life Skills 

Workshop Day to be held at the College on Monday, 

14 December 2009 from 8.40am to 1.15pm. Following 

the Year Ten Life Skills Workshop Day, a dinner will be 

held at the Le Grande Motel on Albany Highway from 

5.30 pm to 7.30pm.  Please ensure that you are on 

time to collect your child due to safety and security 

purposes.  I hope your son or daughter acquires a 

range of social and interpersonal skills through this 

experience.  We hope they enjoy this social occasion 

as much as I did organising it with a committee of 

enthusiastic Year Ten students.   

If you have any queries regarding this event please 

contact me via the College Office.  

Mrs Rumeena Wood - Senior School Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Calendar etc - Orders  

Calendars, cards and mouse mats have been sent 

home with your child.  Any enquiries please contact 

Helen Anderson on 9844 1750 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Family Mass 
 

This Mass will be held at 6pm at  
Holy Family Church.   

Again we are looking for angels and shepherds 
and any older young folk interested in doing a 

reading for the Christmas Eve Family Mass.  
 

Practice time will be held on 
Monday 21 December and Wednesday 23 
December at 11am at Holy Family Church. 

 
Hope to see you all there! 

Enquiries:  Phone Gloria Barnes  on Ph:  9844 1594 

Aussie Hoops 
 

Well done to all the children who 
participated in the 6 week 

 Aussie Hoops Programme. 
 

A big thank you to all the parent volunteers  
who helped out and for bringing your child  

along to the gym each week.   
In particular, thanks goes to Marnie 

Fitzpatrick and Doug and Kylie Dallimore for 
their organisation and coaching. 

 

We are still awaiting the arrival of the  
Aussie Hoops packs which hopefully will arrive 

by the end of school term. 
 

Grant Smith - President 
St Joseph’s Basketball Association 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
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CHRISTMAS EVE  
Thursday, 24 Dec 2009 
6.00pm –  Holy Family Church 
    (Children’s Mass) 
    Martin Road, Albany 

10.30pm Carols  
11.00pm – Holy Family Church 
 

6.00pm –  Bremer Bay 
  

 CHRISTMAS DAY 

Friday, 25 Dec 2009 
  

7.30 am –  St Joseph’s Church 
 Aberdeen Street, Albany 

9.30 am –  Holy Family Church 
 Martin Road, Albany 
  

Saturday, 26 Dec 2009 
Feast of St Stephen 
 9.00 am –  St Joseph’s Church 

 Aberdeen Street, Albany 
 

 NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Thursday, 31 Dec 2009 
10.00 pm St. Joseph’s Church 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Friday, 1 January 2010  
9.00 am –  St Joseph’s Church 

 Aberdeen Street, Albany 
  

Holy Family Catholic Parish 
Albany 

CHRISTMAS MASS 
TIMETABLE 2009 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 

  

St Joseph’s Church 
Sat 5 & Sat 19 December at 10.30 am  
  

St Joseph’s Church (following Mass) 
8.30 am - 9.00 am  
Tues 8, Wed 9, Thurs 10, Wed 16,  
Thurs 17, Tues 22 December. 
  

Fri 11 & Fri18 December  
(following midday Mass) 12.30 pm to 1.00 
pm 
  

Holy Family Church:  
Second Rite Service   
Wed 16 December at 7.00 pm   

 


