
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community. 

 

The last few weeks of the school year have been extremely busy and this last one is no 

exception.  A variety of events have kept the students and staff alike on their toes:   

the final College assembly; the Three Year Old Programme morning tea; various class 

picnics; Champion House picnic - and yes McCormack won again;   Secondary Summer 

Competition and “Hey, Hey It’s The Last Day” - phew!!  No wonder we all need a holi-

day! 

 

At our final assembly Year Six students were welcomed to Middle School and present-

ed with a Certificate of Completion for Junior School.  Similarly the Year Nine students 

were presented with a Certificate and welcomed to Senior School.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication Date 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

Jesus is the Reason 
 

In Bethlehem, God gave to us  

the source of Christmas joy; 

A star shown on a miracle: The virgin birth of a boy. 

He was born both God and man, a Saviour for us all, 

The way to get to our heavenly home, if we just heed His call. 

So as we shop and spend and wrap and enjoy the Christmas season, 

Let’s keep in mind the sacred truth: 

Jesus is the reason. 

 

By: Joanna Fuchs 

Important Dates Coming Up 

 
Fri 12 December 

 Student’s Last Day - Term 4 
 
Mon 15 - 16 December 

 Uniform Shop Open 10am - 2pm (by 
appointment only) 

 Uniform Shop Open 3pm - 5pm (all 
families) 

 
Fri 19 December 

 Teaching Staff Last Day  
 
Wed 24 December 

 College Office Closes from 12 noon 
 
Fri 2 January 2015 

 College Office Re-opens 8am-4pm 
 
Mon 5 - 6 January 2015 

 Uniform Shop Open 10am-2pm (by 
appointment only) 

 
Thur 29-30 January 

 Uniform Shop Open (all families) 
9am - 12 noon and 12.30pm - 4pm 

 
Sat 31 January 2015 

 Uniform Shop Open 9.30am - 1pm 
(eftpos only) 

 
Mon 2 February 

 Students Commence Term 1 2015 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 4 - Week  9                       Friday,  12 December 2014 

General Information  
 

 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280  

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal - Mr Bradley Hall 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Ms Sue Alderman 
 

 Acting Head of Junior School 
 Mr Jim Morcom 
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 
School Fees & Direct Deposits 

Left:  Year Nine Students graduate 
from Middle School 
 
Below:  Year Six Students graduate 
from Junior School 

absent
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The 2014 St Joseph’s College Annual was distributed to families this week (your youngest 

school student should have brought it home).  I extend a big thank you to all those involved 

in its production - especially Ms Selina Hill. 

 

Staff are still busy finalising reports this week; they will be posted next week.  Reports for 

Year Seven, Eight and Nine students will also be available on CONEQT.  If you do not receive 

your child’s report, please contact the College Office in the new year. 

 

Next year we will see several of the Secondary School staff take some well deserved leave:  

Paul O’Donnell, Michael Crowe and Steve Scanlon.  We trust they will come back refreshed.  

The Secondary School says goodbye to Ms Rebecca Gallimore, Ms Joan Burfitt and Ms Jade 

Harvey both who have been teaching in this last term and semester - we thank you and ap-

preciate your work.   We also say farewell and wish well several members of the Junior 

School - please refer to the Junior School News in this Newsletter. 

 

On behalf of all  who work at and for the College, I wish all families a happy and holy Christ-

mas and our students a restful and enjoyable holiday - why not give the electronic and digi-

tal devices a holiday too - get on and play in the fresh air, read a book (the paper kind) and 

talk to your friends face to face not on Facebook! 

 

God Bless one and all. 

 

Susan Alderman 

 for Bradley Hall - Principal 

Hello from Carla in Sweden 

I have been in Sweden for about three months now and I would have to say that 

they have been the most interesting three months of my life so far!  I'm living in a 

small town called Ljusdal (pronounced use-dal) in the north of Sweden. Everyday I 

am seeing and experiencing so many things that have changed the way I think and remind 

me how big the world really is.  I have met so many interesting people and have made some 

really great friends in my time here. 

 

There are a few things that are similar, but also many that are very different here. Just a cou-

ple of examples are school; there are no school uniforms and everyone calls the teachers by 

their first names; the weather, which can only be described as the coldest I've ever been, all 

day, everyday; and the way everything here is so organised and people are so enthusiastic!  

 

The thing I like most about Swedish culture is a tradition called fika. it's basically morning/

afternoon tea, but you can do it at anytime, and you have to eat cake and biscuits and drink 

coffee.  I think its actually a pretty great excuse to be able to eat dessert whenever you 

want. 

 

I still have another one and half months living here, and it will be winter very soon, which 

will be interesting to say the least! It can get to be around -30 degrees Celsius here around 

December, and there are only about four to five hours of daylight each day too. 

General Notices 

 

Djembe Drums Wanted 
The College is looking for any 
Djembes (drums) that may be cur-
rently unused.  If you have one 
available to sell or donate - please 
contact the College Office. 
 

 

 

 

 

P & F Report 

 
We have come to the end of an-
other school year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has 
helped the P&F, in whatever way, 
throughout 2014. I really don't 
know if you all realise just how 
much we appreciate the help, 
comments and offers - it is what 
keeps us all going. The more peo-
ple the lighter the load as "they" 
say. 
 
To those families who are finishing 
their time with St Joseph's, we 
wish you all the very best.  
 
To those who are continuing their 
educational journey here, we will 
see you again soon. 
 
And to all of you, have a wonderful 
Christmas, and stay safe over the 
holidays. 
Mrs Amanda Thompson - Presi-
dent 
 

Principal’s Report  

College Notices 

Congratulations and thank you to 
students who entertained the 
Senior Citizens at Peter Watson 
MLA’s Christmas Concert last Sun-
day. 



 

I miss everyone at home in Albany a lot, and I can't wait to see you all again, but in the mean-

time I'm going to enjoy the rest of my time here as much as I can! 

 

Hejdå! (means goodbye in Swedish!) 

Carla Geneve -  Year Ten Student  

 

 

Music Night 

Unbeknownst to all but those with the highest security clearance, a covert plan was hatched 

amongst certain Year Eleven students a couple of weeks ago, and all the sneaky whispers and 

tiptoeing stormed to a crescendo on Tuesday with the final Music Night of 2014. With Mrs 

Julia Goodlad and Mr Herb Wiegele on board in the sound and lights department, the stage, 

quite literally, was set. 

 

The early summer chill was melted firstly by the Year Nine band, an eclectic bunch whose var-

ied talents complement each other in surprising ways. Led by an always poised Georgia Ba-

bun, Matthew Ball laid down the beat that provided a platform for Ivy Le Nguyen’s intense 

vocals, Mark Weldon’s harmonies and the dancing pink sneakers of Laura Parker. 

 

The Year Ten students played a quick set, followed by Father Christian, who shone in a duet 

with Joreinel Abarca, before a solo number from the GooGoo Dolls. Jordy Morcom wowed the 

audience with his rugged and tender rendition of Paul Kelly’s “Careless”, with Joe Gorman 

proved that his goofy MC stylings are but a small part of his immense talent and showmanship 

with a soulful solo number. 

 

The Fage sisters ambled onto stage and transported everyone else to an entirely different 

plane. There was tangible intensity and chemistry in their performance, with Kirsten’s cello 

the perfect accompaniment to Cionne’s sweet and haunting vocals.  Following with an as yet 

nameless original, Kirsten treated the audience to a solo number that showcased her incredi-

ble talent. We, the spellbound audience, were truly privileged to be present. 

 

After intermission, where guests were fed and watered thanks to the culinary expertise of Mrs 

Di Trahair, Mr Scanlon led the staff band onto stage. After some dodgy dry lipped whistling to 

end “Dock of the Bay”, Glyn Benari melted hearts with the Eagle’s classic “Desperado”. Herb 

Wiegele melted faces with his scorching guitar as the set was rounded out with a couple of 

upbeat classics. Tickling the ivory was Katherine Hancock, a Year Twelve student when the 

Scanlons first arrived at St Joseph’s, with current student Steven Orpwood confirming his posi-

tion as one of Albany’s preeminent men on the skins in what was a truly multi-generational 

conglomerate of musicians and others. 

 

Mr Steve Dougherty dragged us aurally into a smoky Louisianan blues bar with a song written 

for his wife before the Year Eleven band crashed the stage. Andrew Yuswak was cool behind 

the Korg while Reena Roxas laid down a tight rhythm and Angela Ciulla’s violin added colour 

and texture. A younger Orpwood even made a belated appearance with his older brother. The 

conviction and passion of Joreinel Abarca’s vocals provided a focus for the energy and ability 

of this very committed group.  

 

 

College Notices Chaplain’s Corner 
by Fr. Christian Saminal, OSJ 
 
Does God have a weakness? 
 
I asked several people 
about this, and they 
gave a variety of re-
sponses. But one 
thing that we need to 
discover about the weakness of 
God is this: “He loves all of us too 
much”. In spite of the greatness 
and immensity of His power, he 
humbly gave his only begotten Son 
to sacrifice himself and take hu-
man form to be with us – not just 
to redeem us, but for us to have 
eternal life in Him.  
 
For me, this is the actual message 
of Christmas – that God has been 
incarnated into this world in order 
to tell us how much He really cares 
for each and every one of us, that 
we are not alone in our own jour-
ney and He is not really far from 
us. He is not a distant God who 
knows nothing about our lives. 
Rather He is “Emmanuel”; He is a 
God who understands us in our 
own daily struggles about life. One 
thing for sure, His great love is not 
collective. The magnanimity of His 
perfect charity is given individually. 
That is how we are truly important 
to God. 
 
It might be a weakness for God, 
but it should be the source of our 
strength that He really cares and 
loves us unconditionally. Hence, it 
is a wonderful opportunity to look 
back at our own selves and to al-
low God to be in us. This is reason 
why we celebrate Christmas. Not 
just to receive gifts and put up 
Christmas decors, etc. The reason 
for Christmas is “US”, who are be-
ing loved totally, unconditionally 
and personally by God. 
 
With this, let me wish you and your 
family “A Blessed Christmas!” May 
Jesus Christ pour out more bless-
ings on you. May the Spirit of 
Christmas continuously live in your 
hearts. Enjoy your holiday with 
your family. Always aspire to do 
great things for others with love. 
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It was this group that drove the organisation of the night with an energy that speaks vol-

umes for the esteem in which they hold their teacher and mentor; a man who leaves an 

immense musical and artistic legacy at the College and has developed the talent and 

pathways that make this legacy sustainable into the future. Mr Stephen Scanlon was in-

vited up to receive a beautiful wooden guitar memento, a brainchild of Mr Glyn Benari 

that was signed by just a small fraction of the many staff and students that Steve has in-

spired with his passion and care.  Needless to say, there was no space left on the guitar.  

Mr Greg Cranwell - Year Seven Teacher 

 

 

Staff Farewells 

This year we will see a number of staff not returning to the Junior School in 2015.  They 

include Mrs Vanni, who is starting a family; Miss Clark, who has taken a position at 

St Columba’s, South Perth;  Miss Paterson, will be teaching at Little Grove Primary School;  

and Mrs Boston, is taking two years’ leave to undertake a kindergarten and reading spe-

cialist position at Waralulu Catholic Primary School in the Kimberley.  We thank them all 

for their commitment and effort at the College. 

 

At the whole College Assembly on Monday we farewelled two very dedicated and long 

serving staff members.  Susan Scanlon  has been appointed  the new  Principal of Waralu-

lu Catholic Primary School at Halls Creek.  Susan has been a pivotal part of the College 

community since 2000 and we have been blessed with her knowledge, skills and dedica-

tion to her students.  The College wishes her and Steve all the best in their new adven-

tures in the Kimberley.  

 

Mr Paul Romeo is retiring after 30 years at the College.  Paul is an incredibly dedicated 

teacher who will be remembered for his commitment to the children in his care. Cheryl 

Romeo is also on leave for 2015 and we wish them both health and happiness in their 

future endeavours. 

 

Reporting 

Junior School reports are being finalised and will be posted home early next week.  The 

College has a new reporting system and reports will look different to previous years.  Pre-

Primary students will also receive reports for the first time.  

 

 

2015 School Year 

For the 2015 school year St Joseph’s College will welcome Mrs Erica Mielens as the Head 

of Junior School.  There will be several new staff members in 2015 including Ms Tanya 

Della-Bosca from Southern Cross Catholic Primary School and Miss Naomi Byrne. Mrs 

Trish Hines, Mrs Jess Cramer, Mr Steve Dougherty, Mrs Kelly Meyer and Mr Glyn Benari 

will be teaching in different roles in the Junior School in 2015.  The new Pre-Primary 

teacher to replace Mrs Boston will be announced in the coming weeks. 

  

Final College Assembly for 2014 
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Junior School News  

University of WA Award recipients 
Megan Winter (Yr 10) and  

Regan Anderson (Yr 7) with  
Rumeena Nizam 

Congratulations to this year’s P&F 
Bike Draw winners:  Kiarra Hurley (JS) 
and Bernice Wanden (MS) and Paige 
Aggiss (SS) 

College Notices 



Three Year Old Programme:  Ms Peta Curtin 

Kindergarten (Blue/Gold) :  Mrs Deb Neil 

Pre-Primary (Blue):   To be Announced in the coming weeks 

Pre-Primary (Gold):   Mrs Kelly Shepherd 

Year One (Blue):    Mrs Elizabeth Bain 

Year One (Gold):    Ms Eloise Wilson 

Year Two (Blue):    Mrs Alexis Mercado 

Year Two (Gold):    Mrs Kelly Meyer 

Year Three (Blue):    Mrs Colleen McGlade 

Year Three (Gold):   Mrs Amanda Piercey 

Year Four (Blue):   Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh 

Year Four/Five (Gold):   Mrs Christine Palfrey 

Year Five (Blue):   Mrs Jen Grimes 

Year Six (Blue):   Mr Jim Morcom/Mrs Jess Cramer 

Year Six (Gold):    Ms Tanya Della-Bosca 

Music -  PP-3:    To be announced in the coming weeks 

Music  4-6:    Mr Steve Dougherty/Mr Glyn Benari 

Physical Education:    Miss Katherine Hancock 

Education Support (Years 4-6):  Mrs Tracy Myers 

Education Support (Years 1-3): Mrs Trish Hines 

Library:    Mrs Trish Hines/Mrs Jude Wiegele 

Art:     Mrs Julia Goodlad/Miss Naomi Byrne 

 

Merry Christmas and Thank You 

Finally, I would like to thank the students for their efforts in 2014.  The staff for their 

dedication and commitment to the children and the parents and College community 

for their support of the students and staff in 2014.  I wish you a restful and peaceful 

Christmas and a great holiday. 

Mr Jim Morcom - Acting Head of Junior School 

 

 

Years Eight - Nine Inter-School Athletics 

Last Tuesday the Years Eight and Nine Athletics Team contested the Great Southern 

Inter-School Carnival.  With eleven schools across two divisions including two schools 

from Esperance it was a huge event.  St Joseph's were contesting the Division 2 Carni-

val and placed a creditable 5th from the seven schools which was a pleasing result 

given that our Year Ten students were unable to compete on the day. 

  

Whilst all of the team are to be commended on their efforts the standout performers 

were Hamish Walker, Year Eight Champion Boy, and Morgan Doak, Year Nine Runner-

Up Champion boy.   Congratulations to those students who stepped in at the last 

minute to fill races due to illness or injury.  Thanks to Jackson Hines and Karlee An-

ning for giving up some of their holidays to assist on the day.  We look forward to 

great results whilst fielding a full team next year. 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical Education Teacher  

Middle School News  

Junior School News  
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St Joseph’s College 

Office Hours 
 

The Office will be closed from  
12 noon on 24 December 2014 

 until 
8am Friday 2 January 2015 

 
For the remainder of the  

School Holidays the Office will be 
open Monday to Friday 8am - 4pm. 

 
 

Holy Family Parish 
 

Invites 
St Joseph’s Community 

 
To a 

 

Christmas Party  
with a theme 

“That All May Be One” 
 

On 

Sunday 14 December 
 

after the 9.30am Mass. 
College Gymnasium 

 
Dress up in your cultural attire, 
bring a plate of food originating 

from your cultural background and 
if possible prepare a traditional 
Christmas Carol in your native  

language. 
 

Any further enquiries,  
please contact: 

Fr Jorge 9841 1129 
Fr Christian 0481 465 712 

Riza Roxas and Joseph Gorman 
(Youth Leaders) 0498 321 404 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 
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School Holidays at the Western Australian Museum – Albany 
Bottega of Brilliance! 
Step back in time to almost 600 years ago when a man named Leonardo da Vinci was working away in his bottega (a workshop 
or studio).  This man of unquenchable curiosity and inventive imagination gave the world art, inventions and discoveries that 
were well ahead of his time. Find out how da Vinci worked, and try your hand at creating and inventing machines that answer 
challenges of all sorts.  
 
Leonardo’s Bottega   
Dates:  Thursday 18 December – Sunday 1 February 2015 
Times:  10am – 4.30pm daily, except Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day  
Ages:  3 years and up 
Cost:  $10 per person for all activities or free with purchased tickets to the da Vinci  
  Machines exhibition  
Bookings:  Not required unless for a group of 10 or more   
Venue: WA Museum – Albany 

Residency Road, Albany 
Further information: Call 9841 4844 or visit   
 museum.wa.gov.au/whats-on/school-holidays/Albany 
 

Programs are subject to availability.  All children 12 years and under must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 
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