
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College 

Community. 

 

Congratulations to our Confirmation students who were initiated 

into the Sacrament at Mass last Saturday evening.  This also 

marked the final point of initiation into the Church for Maddison 

Hines, Mitchell Hines, Megan Lynch and Sophie Lynch:  congratula-

tions.  Special thanks to our staff and Catechists for the preparation 

involved.  Mass was celebrated by Bishop Gerard with Fr Jorge and 

Fr Christian. 

 

Our Mission Fun Run was completed yesterday.  Congratulations to all participants and 

thanks to Mr Hodgen, Chief Organiser and staff who assisted.  A full report will follow 

next term. 

 

 

Before our Battle of the Bands on Wednesday, we farewelled Lea 

Schmiemann at a brief assembly.  We wish Lea a safe trip home to 

Germany:  it has been a pleasure to host Lea at the College. 

 

 

Please keep our Year Twelve students in your prayers as their courses finish today.  

College exams will be held in Week Two of the holidays:  the Year Twelve students will 

be back briefly for revision next term.  A letter has been sent to Year Twelve families 

regarding end of schooling events.   

 

Publication Date 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

Prayer 
 

This day, Father, 
may my eyes be opened 

to see the beauty 
in all that is ordinary - yet special -  

around me. 
 

May the glory of all that you have made 
remind me of your presence  
and lead me closer to you. 

 

Amen 

Important Dates Coming Up 

 

School Holidays 
26 September - 12 October 

Mon 12 October 

 Pupil Free Day 

 Staff PD Day 
 
Tues 13 October 

 Students Commence Term 4 

 P & F Meeting, Staff Room 7.15pm 
 
Thurs 22 October 

 Parent Meeting for Reconciliation, 
6.30pm at HFC 

Mon 19 October 

 Inter-School Basketball Carnival 

 Art Exhibition - Chapel 
 
Wed 21 October 

 Year 12 Final Day, Graduation Mass 
and Assembly 

 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 3 - Week 10                          Friday, 25 September 2015 

General Information  
 

 Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280  

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal - Mr Bradley Hall 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Ms Sue Alderman 
 

 Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

TERM 4 - WEEK1 

TERM 4  WEEK 2 

absent
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This week we welcomed Kirsty Davies to the College as Principal’s PA and Enrolment Officer.  

Recently we farewelled Ros Jones and thanked her for her terrific work and support of the 

Principal! 

 

Attached to this Newsletter is an article by Andrea Burns, from yesterday’s West Australian.  

I hope you find it interesting. 

 

To all families, I wish you a safe and relaxing holiday. 

 

 

 

Mr Bradley Hall - Principal  

 

 

 

Multi-Cultural Day - Culinary Cooking 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

To celebrate the different cultural backgrounds of 

our community, St Joseph’s College will hold the 

second Multicultural Day on Wednesday 25 No-

vember.  As with last year, at lunchtime students, 

parents and staff will be able to enjoy flavours from a number of countries, with entertain-

ment featuring world music and dance.  On the day students will be encouraged to wear a 

garment or a symbol related to an adopted country.  Each Secondary School Home Room 

and Junior School classroom will select a different nation.  

 

At the moment we are seeking expressions of interest from a number of parents to prepare 

delicious food.  This may include Vietnamese, Zimbabwean, Philippine, Italian, German or 

any other ethnic delicacy you can prepare.  It will be possible for all students to order their 

favourite(s) a couple of weeks before the event.  The College will help to organise resources 

and to make cooking areas available, according to safety and health standards.  

 

If you like cooking and wish to share your culinary background with our College community, 

please do not hesitate to contact one of the following members of the Multicultural Day 

Committee: 

 Mr Runco for Secondary School (runco.alberto@cathednet.wa.edu.au) 

 Mrs Bain for Junior School (bain.elizabeth@cathednet.wa.edu.au) 

 Or call 08 9844 0222 

 

Let’s give our students the possibility to learn more about the world.  Be part of this with us! 

Regards, 

The Multicultural Day Committee 

 

 

 

General Notices 

 

Talented Young Writers Work-

shops 

A reminder to students partici-

pating in the Young Writers' work-

shops at the Great Southern Gram-

mar School.  

 

There is a typing error on your 

original sheet indicating the wrong 

day.  The correct day and date are 

as below: 

Youth Literature Days:  Years 9 - 12 

Term 4 Monday 26 October 

 

Young Writers' Days:  Years 6 - 8 

Term 4 Tuesday 27 October 

 

All other details concerning these 

workshops are unchanged. 

 

Strings Ensemble Group 

Mr McCarthy will be running a 

strings ensemble group commenc-

ing next term.  The group will meet 

Wednesday mornings from 8.00am 

- 8.30am. Expressions of interest 

are sought through the College 

Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

Basketball Umpiring 

We are in need of 

volunteers to umpire 

basketball for the 

Great Southern 

Schools Basketball 

Carnival on Monday 19 October 

from 9am - 3pm.   If you are able 

to help out, please contact Mr 

Scott Hodgen through the College 

Office or email 

Hodgen.ScottDamon@cathednet.

wa.edu.au 

Principal’s Report  

College Notices 

hodgen%20email
hodgen%20email
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Farewell 

Hey, I´m Lea Schmiemann from Germany and I was here in Albany for 

term three.  Now I really regret to not choosing to stay for a whole year 

because I met amazing people and had lots of fun with them. 

 

When I first stepped foot in Peth airport, everything was so different and 

new for me, even though I´m used to travelling a lot. I was afraid I 

wouldn´t really settle in and find friends and stuff because my cousin was 

an exchange student this year as well and she was very disappointed.  But 

you guys helped me so much the whole time, thank you for that.  I´m not used to having so 

many nice people around me, in Germany I´m living in a kind of violent and anti-social town, 

so it was a great experience for me.  I also want to thank all my teachers, it was the first time 

in my life I kind of enjoyed maths.  The student-teacher relationship is so more relaxed at St 

Joseph´s than in German schools, we have to have a lot more respect for our teachers and 

our lessons are way stricter.  So, going to school here was nearly like holidays for me.  Addi-

tionally, I really want to say thank you to my year group, you guys are so entertaining and 

hilarious and there was no day without laughing with you.  You guys are like family.  I built 

up a new life here in Australia and it wouldn’t be the same without you guys.   

 

I could write a lot more but I think that is enough more or less.  I´m already planning to 

come back in one or two years, so hopefully we will see each other again sometime.  

By:  Lea Schmiemann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P & F News 

 
This year is flying by and we are at 
the end of term three already! 
 
Thank you to everyone who has 
helped with the selling of the car 
park raffle tickets - your help is 
very much appreciated.  The lucky 
winner for term four is Marina 
Pietropaolo.  The P & F car bay is 
all yours to use for the remainder 
of the school year.  
 
In term four we have the junior 
school sports carnival and the P & 
F would love to have its coffee 
machine brewing away for this - 
but we need some volunteers.  As 
everyone wants to see their chil-
dren participate in their particular 
events, we really need a roster 
system so that it's not the same 
parents missing out each time. 
Anyone that would love to give an 
hour to making coffee (yes, you do 
need to know your way around a 
coffee machine!) please contact 
us.  Ideally, four to five people 
would be great.  Without volun-
teers things like these simply do 
not exist. 
Mrs Amanda Thompson  - P & F 
Committee 
 

From the President 

Thank you for your support during 

the term.  We hope you have a 

restful break and return for our 

final term full of energy and guid-

ance to assist your child through 

the rest of the year. 

 

Presentation Night is on Tuesday 

27 October.  As in previous years 

the P & F sponsor three awards 

and organise the supper for the 

evening.  Notes will be sent out 

early in Term Four to families in 

Years Four, Five and Six asking for 

your assistance in supplying a plate 

of food for this important night. 

Mrs Helen Anderson - President 
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College Notices 



Bush Exploration 

Last Thursday Year One B went on a bush exploration.  After much excitement and planning 

we embarked on our journey into the bush area at the far end of the soccer oval.  The chil-

dren used their imaginations and team building skills to construct unique bush dwellings 

from sticks, branches and string.  It was wonderful to watch the creations develop.  One of 

the highlights for the children was the cooking of marshmallows.  After a period of time play-

ing in their dwellings and then recording what they had built, the children played some team 

games where there was much fun and laughter.  One child commented that: “It was the best 

day of my life”. 

 

I would like to give a very big thank you to Ms Spidell, Mr and Mrs Green, Mr Palmer, Mr 

Holmes, Mr Cunliffe, Mr Griffiths and Mrs Ible for their assistance, it was greatly appreciat-

ed. 

Mrs Elizabeth Bain - Year One Class Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior School Assembly 

Congratulations to all our Merit and Christian Citizenship Award recipients. 

 

 

Youth Allowance Information Evening 

Secondary school education finishes for all students and at this 

time, a whole new world opens up.  Part of this ‘new world’ in-

cludes managing to live and support yourself in your chosen fu-

ture pathway.  For many of our students this includes the application for Youth Allowance.  

Youth Allowance is financial help for people aged 16 to 24 years who are studying full time, 

undertaking a full time Australian Apprenticeship, training, looking for work or who are sick.  

 

Battle of the Bands 

 

Battle of the Bands was held dur-

ing lunchtime on Wednesday.  

Well done to all performers and 

congratulations to McCormack 

House for winning this years’ com-

petition. 

Saints Swim Club 

 

Save the Date 
The annual Lap-a-thon  

will be held on  
Friday 6 November. 

 
More details to follow next term. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Notices 
 

First Reconciliation Meeting 
to be held on 

 

Thursday, 22 October 
 at 6.30pm 

Holy Family Church 
Martin Road, Spencer Park  

 
All Parents and their children who 

will be making their  
First Reconciliation this year  

are required to attend please. 
We look forward to seeing  

you all there. 

Senior School News  
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Junior School News  



On Monday night, Sianna Laidler, from Albany Centrelink, spent an hour with parents and 

students from Year Eleven and Year Twelve, explaining, discussing and answering questions 

on Youth Allowance.  A total of 25 families were represented at the Information Evening – 

highlighting the importance of this topic amongst our College community.  There were 

some enlightening questions such as: “Which courses are approved for Youth Allowance?”, 

“Can I receive Youth Allowance if I extend my university degree?” and; “Will I be classed as 

dependent or independent?”  As attendees discovered, the legislation is continually chang-

ing so it is always good to gather as much recent information as possible. 

 

For more information on Youth Allowance and other Centrelink services visit http://

www.humanservices.gov.au/ 

 

 
DISAPPOINTMENT  
By Andrea Burns, The West Australian  
 
A bizarre roster is being arranged at a West Australian school for an upcoming sports carni-
val.  Iphones poised, adults will be filming the finish line – providing photographic evidence 
of who came first. 
 
“Every winner has to be recorded,” a teacher told me this week, “in case the Mums and 
Dads challenge the result.”  
 
Heaven forbid the child participants – or their ridiculous parents – would accept the offi-
cials’ decision on who won the race. 
 
The contest is not a real-life Hunger Games.  No-one will die if they don’t win.  Nor is it the 
Melbourne Cup.  The runners are not prize, multi-million dollar hunks of horse -flesh. 
They’re kids.  Precious yes, but only rendered strong through experience.   
 
How do they ever learn how to lose if mummy and daddy are forever hovering, poised to 
mount a challenge if  - shock-horror- Johnny comes… oh no…second?  
 
Another teacher mate has a theory - “The adults are pathetic and they wonder why their 
kids can’t cope with life,” she rages. “When did parents get so scared to say no?”  
 
She recounts a recent exchange with a parent that left her incredulous.  The parent asked 
the teacher to let the child know she wasn’t allowed to do something -  because the mother 
feared delivering that news to her child.  
 
“I can’t say that, she won’t like me,” she told the teacher. 
 
“Since when was it a popularity contest?” ranted my friend. “Harden up!” 
 
The Principal at my childrens’ school made a similar request the night of the high school 
information session.  
 
“Parents, when you ask what you can do to help your child, I would make one request,” she 
said. 
 
“Could I ask you to grow a backbone?” 
 
“No teenager needs a 40-something friend.  They need a parent.  Learn to say no.” 

Media Article 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

By Fr. Christian Sami-

nal, OSJ 

 

Dear St Josephs’ Students, Par-

ents, Teachers and Staff, 

 

One more sleep and we finish 

with our journey in Term Three.  

As you prepare to leave campus 

for the holidays, I wanted to tell 

you how much I appreciate your 

presence in our community.  

Each of you bring something 

unique to St Joseph’s College 

that enriches all of us.  Getting 

to know so many of you this 

term, to learn from you and to 

learn with you, has been a 

true gift. 

 

We continue to give our support 

to our Year Twelve Students 

who will be taking their exams 

in a couple of weeks.  We keep 

them in our prayers. 

 

Enjoy the break and return well 

rested. Relish every moment of 

being out of our school campus 

by learning more things that will 

develop your skills, talents, 

character and love for God. And 

please know that you are all in 

my thoughts. 

 

God bless everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior School News  



 
She was right, of course.  
 
Disappointment.  Failure.  However you define losing, dealing with it is hard.  For something so subjective, the pain is physical – 
it hurts.  
 
Disappointment loomed large for Tony Abbott last week as Canberra gave us yet another cracker display of the political sucker-
punch.  Indeed, it doesn’t come much bigger than the toppling of a Prime Minister.  Even the frequency with which we’ve done 
it in recent times in Australia doesn’t negate the shock value. 
 
Yet while much has been written about Tony Abbott’s failings as a leader, I actually like the way he’s dealt with being turfed out 
of this country’s top job.  One press conference in which he spoke for just six minutes and twelve seconds, then he disappeared 
from public view. 
 
He told a newspaper “It’s been a tumultuous week and I now intend to spend some time with my family to think about the fu-
ture.” 
 
Beaten up by his friends and colleagues and obviously bruised, Tony Abbott retreated, licking his wounds behind closed doors.  
He didn’t cry but there was no mistaking his devastation.  I liked that he didn’t pretend otherwise.  
 
I was reminded of the image a few years ago, of hard-as-nails coach Mick Malthouse standing on a footy ground in tears, fol-
lowing a big loss. 
 
Commentators were gob smacked, embarrassed by the uncharacteristic display of emotion.  Shocked whispers became rumour 
- “is Mick sick?” 
 
No, he was bitterly disappointed.  A long, tough season had ended, the fairytale wasn’t coming true and he was gutted.  The 
fans were given a glimpse behind the famous Malthouse mask – and discovered a human being trying to deal with an agonizing 
defeat. 
 
This is what disappointment and failure look like.  Kids need to see and experience it, then learn that the world doesn’t end just 
because you don’t always come first. Coddling them in a fake cloak of congratulation does them no favours. 
 
And, of course, as we hurtle towards another AFL Grand Final, there’ll be painful lessons in losing for both adult footy players – 
and their millions of fans. 
 
But before the coveted cup is handed over, we armchair experts will barrack ourselves hoarse, argue over strategy and agonise 
over injuries as if they were our own. 
 
But there’ll only be one winner.  
 
One team and its supporters will experience the euphoria of winning.  The other team will sit on the grass at the MCG, heads in 
hands, in despair.  Coaches will encourage their players to focus on the misery in that moment.  To file it away under 
“experiences I don’t want to repeat” –  and then use it to come back fitter and harder next season. 
 
American author Truman Capote said, “failure is the condiment that gives success its flavor.” 
 
So, to the parents with half a mind to challenge results at the school athletics carnival, may I offer one piece of advice? Film the 
race, by all means – then file the footage away until your child’s 21st birthday party.  It’ll fit nicely after the shots of them 
smearing birthday cake over their face at their first birthday and taking their first wobbly steps as a toddler. 
 
First, second or last – wherever they end up in the race - surely having a go is the only bit that matters? 
 
Ends… 
 
andrea.burns.thewest@gmail.com 
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Media Article 
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Community Notices 



Community Notices 


