
 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community. 
 

The key to a successful Early Childhood Programme is to formalise the teaching of 

literacy and numeracy within a ‘play’ context. This week Year One B held their ‘Circus’ 

which was the culmination of a term’s work. Complete with clowns, strong men, 

singers, acrobats, magicians, media person and a ringmaster, the students entertained 

parents and grandparents. The confidence displayed during the performance was a 

sheer delight to witness and the adults present enjoyed the Circus as much as the 

students did. Congratulations to Mrs Bain and the Year One students on their excellent 

achievement! 

Students in both the Junior and Secondary Schools recently competed in Inter-School 

swimming carnivals with a spirit of enthusiasm and goodwill. I congratulate all 

students and staff on their efforts and the achievement of second place in both 

instances. It was also wonderful to see many families supporting the students. 

 

Our Junior School parents should currently be viewing their child’s portfolio which 

contains pieces of work completed during Term One. Having viewed this work, parents 

are encouraged to contact their child’s teacher if there are questions relating to what 

has been viewed. This discussion is extremely important as it allows strategies to be 

developed and worked on in partnership between home and school with the common 

aim of enabling each student to improve his/her level of achievement.  

 

An Interim Report has been posted on SEQTA for all parents with a child in Years 

Seven – Twelve. This report provides a snap shot of a child’s work ethic after 

approximately eight weeks of school. At this stage of the year, one would expect 

positive ratings for areas such as behaviour, participation and organisation. Where this 

is not indicated on the report, further improvement needs to be evident next term. If 

an interview has been requested, parents are required to make an appointment to see 
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From the Principal 

Prayer  

Lord, inspire me to give of my best and  
make good use of the talents you have given me.   

Show me how to be positive in attitude, appreciating and valuing others,  
always being ready to encourage and give praise.   

Sometimes I draw conclusions about people in terms of what I think  
is meant by “success” and “failure”, but the “failure”  

of one person might count as a great “success” of someone with other talents.   
Lead me never to judge people but to accept others as they are,  

knowing that it is together, each with our differences,  
that we build up your Kingdom.  

Amen 

Important Dates Coming Up 
 

School Holidays  
9 - 26 April 2016 

 

Mon 25 April 

 ANZAC Day - Public Holiday 
 
Tues 26 April 

 Pupil Free Day 

 Staff PD Day 
 

Wed 27 April 

 Students Commence Term 2 

 SS Inter-House Cross Country 
 

Wed 27-29 April 

 Year 6 Camp 
 

Thur 28 April 

 Secondary Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

Wed 4 May 

 First Holy Communion, Sacramental 
Meeting, 6.30pm Ave Maria Chapel 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 1 - Week 10                                Friday, 8 April 2016 

General Information  
 

 Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280  
 

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Mr Greg Cranwell  
 

 Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

Term 2 - WEEK 1 

Term 2  - WEEK 2 

absent
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the relevant teacher. Parents are also welcome to request an interview with any of 

their child’s teachers should they have any questions about their child’s work ethic to 

date or any aspect of the College’s teaching and learning programme. 

 

The College relies on parental support to ensure that our high standards are 

maintained in all aspects of College life whether it be respect for property, tolerance, 

honesty or application to the best of one's ability. St Joseph’s College has a prescriptive 

Uniform policy to remove pressure associated with particular clothing, accessories and 

hair styles as a key form of self-expression. We seek to encourage individual expression 

in other ways such as words, music, technical design, sport or performance to name a 

few. The freedom to be seen and judged on our inner qualities rather than what we 

look like is a key value we try to develop in our students. Thank you to all parents for 

their support of the College policies on uniform and grooming. 

 

With the holidays approaching, now is timely to check all students have the necessary 

items of uniform needed. Key areas are: 

 

1. Black leather school shoes must be worn by all students. 

2. The hem of a girl’s skirt or pinafore must be at the knee when kneeling. 

3. A boy’s shirt must be tucked in unless playing games at recess and lunchtime. 

4. Senior students are required to have their top skirt button done up with the tie 

resting neatly next to it. 

5. Make-up is not to be worn to school. 

 

As the first term draws to a close, one can only sit back and look at what has been 

accomplished over the past ten weeks. There have been sporting carnivals, a school 

ball, assemblies, St Joseph’s Day, excursions, class celebrations of learning, Easter 

liturgies and parent information evenings. Somewhere in amongst all of these events, 

teaching and learning has also occurred. Thank you to the staff who have organised 

these many events to ensure our students receive an enriched educational experience. 

I also appreciate the support and assistance we have received from parents; never 

underestimate how much your involvement in the life of the College is valued! 

 

Mrs Julie Blackburn is on Long Service Leave for Term Two and she is wished a very 

enjoyable and well deserved break from all at St Joseph’s College. 
 

Students return to school for Term Two on Wednesday 27 April. 

 

All students, staff and families are wished a restful and safe holiday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Mark Browning - Principal 

 

 

General Notices 
 
Running Club  

Congratulations to all runners for a 

great term of running.  It is fantastic to 

see the improvements in everybody’s 

running technique and endurance 

throughout the term.   

 

We look forward to seeing you all again 

in Term 2. New members welcome!  

 

Where: Meet at the Gym at 3:20pm 

When:  Every Tuesday  

Time: 3:20pm – 4:20pm  

 (starting Week 2 of Term 2) 

Who: Year Three - Twelve  

 All fitness levels welcome! 

 

Miss Katherine Hancock and Mr Paul 

O’Donnell 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

P & F News 

Thank you to everyone who supported 

the Term Two Car Park raffle.  

Congratulations to Marina Pietropaolo 

who is the lucky winner and gets to park 

in the designated P&F Car Park bay  for 

the duration of Term Two. 

Mrs Kylie Leusciatti - President  

 

 
Parish Notices 

 

First Holy Communion Meeting 
For Parents and Children  

 

Wednesday, 4 May 2016 
6.30pm 

Ave Maria Chapel, St Joseph’s College 
Martin Road, Spencer Park  

This is a very important meeting for 
parents and their children who will be 
receiving their First Holy Communion 

this year.  
We look forward to meeting you all. 

 

Principal’s Report  



Information Technology Maintenance  

On Tuesday 12 April the College will be conducting maintenance on the IT Infrastructure.  

We expect the systems to be offline for three hours starting at 10am and concluding at 

1pm.  Services unavailable during this time include Telephone, Email, SEQTA and the 

College Website.  We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.  

Mr Dave Polette - Information Technology Manager 

 

School Fees 

School Fee Statements were posted last week and payment is due for anyone without a 

payment plan on 18 April.  Please note that the P & F Levy ($50) was inadvertently omitted 

and this will be included in the second Fee Statement.  I apologise for any inconvenience  

this may cause. 

Mrs Marion Leonhardt - Business Manager  

 

Volleyball Clinic 

On Saturday 19 March, Carly Walters from the WA women’s volleyball team (Pearls) visited 

our College to run a clinic. The volleyball players from our College Community Activities 

participated in the clinic.  Carly put the girls through their paces, teaching them valuable 

skills ranging from overhand serving to diving for the ball (without knee pads!). Thank you 

to Carly for giving up her time and also to Mel Eastough for organising the morning. 

Ms Katherine Hancock - Physical Education Teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer Games Classifications 

Parents are reminded that computer games are classified by the Australian Classification 

Board in a very similar way to how films are classified.  The College would like to advise all 

parents to check the classification of each of the games that their children are playing on 

their computer devices.  For example, one popular game amongst some students (including 

but not restricted to Years Seven and Eight) is Grand Theft Auto which has an R18+ rating.  

Please check that your child is not playing games of this nature.   

For more information, see the Australian Classification Board’s website:  

http://www.classification.gov.au/Public/Resources/Pages/Parents.aspx  

Mrs Anna Palmer - Middle School Pastoral Care Co-ordinator  

 

College Notices Year 1 B Circus 
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Restricted (R18+) – Contains material that is considered unsuitable for exhibition by 

persons under the age of 18.  People under 18 may not legally buy, rent, exhibit or view 

R18+ classified content.  A person may be asked for proof of their age before purchasing, 

hiring or viewing an R18+ film or computer game at a retail store or cinema. Some material 

classified R18+ may also be offensive to adults. The content is high in impact. 

http://www.classification.gov.au/Public/Resources/Pages/Parents.aspx


ADPSSA Inter-School Swimming Carnival 

Thirty two students in Years Four - Six represented the College on Friday 1 April at the annual 

Inter-School Swimming Carnival.  It was a fantastic day, with swimmers performing their 

absolute best.  The Championship Shield was hotly contested all day between St Joseph’s and 

Great Southern Grammar, with GSG taking honours by 82 points. 

Congratulations to all swimmers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Records: 

Year 6 Girls broke the record for 4 x 50m Freestyle 

 Swimmers:  Bree Gates-Pass, Mackenzie Wilkinson, Georgia Clark and Ella Doyle 
 Previous Record: 2.59.41 
 New Record: 2.52.53 
Miss Katherine Hancock - Physical Education Teacher 

 

 

From the Head of Secondary 

There has been much activity in the Secondary School this week, with the swimmers 

acquitting themselves admirably at the Inter-School Carnival and the helpers lauded by Mr 

O’Donnell for their contribution to the day. Author Dianne Wolfer held students in her thrall 

with tales of Australia’s war history and the process of her writing practise; a huge thanks to 

our venerable Library teacher Jude Wiegele for organising this experience for Years Eight to 

Ten.  The FACE Youth Choir also added colour and entertainment to the week.  Thank you 

also to staff, parents and students who attended the Parent Teacher interviews on 

Wednesday night.  It is up to the students to act upon their teachers’ feedback and strive for 

improvement next term.  If you struggled to get a slot this time around, there are many blank 

spaces in the online PTO schedule for Thursday April 28, another opportunity to meet with 

your child’s teachers.  
 

I thank parents and carers who took the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposal to 

improve College Uniform and Class Preparation. The demerit stamp system will be in place 

from the beginning of Term Two. 
 

At Secondary Assembly another rather large group of people were acknowledged; all those 

who have made mistakes this term.  To paraphrase American philosopher and educationalist 

John Dewey, we do not learn from our mistakes, but by reflecting on our mistakes.  Mistakes 

give us the opportunity to learn; on the sporting field, academically and socially.   
 

In the grander scheme of things, reflecting on our mistakes leads us to personal and spiritual 

growth; allowing us to fulfil our human potential.  If your child appears gleeful and 

Chaplain’s Corner 
By Fr Christian Saminal, 
OSJ 

 
Look around.  Can you see God? 
 
What I learned during my 
childhood days was very essential. 
I was taught that I could see God 
everywhere.  
 
As I was reflecting about this, I 
realised that it doesn’t require us 
to be super intelligent, attain 
higher degrees of education, nor 
have extravagant professions; 
rather, by looking at the wider 
perspective of things, we can see 
God in all things. 
 
This was the best moment in the 
life of St Emilie de Vialar. She had 
seen God in those who suffer, cry, 
or are thirsty, hungry, sick, in 
prison, etc. And so, she responded 
to God so perfectly – a response 
that gave her the magnificence of 
God, a response that allowed her 
to be one with God.  
 
As the Gospel of Matthew would 
put it, 'Amen, I say to you, 
whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for 
me' (25:40). This is the reason why 
we look to St Emilie, to emulate in 
ourselves the goodness, care, love, 
forgiveness and concern that she 
has taught us. May this also be our 
little way to also seek God in all 
things, especially to our 
neighbours who need our care.  
 
Then, we may ask, ‘who are my 
neighbours?’ Just look around. 
They are already there in the midst 
of us. These are your mums, dads, 
brothers, sisters, friends, teachers, 
acquaintances, co-workers, etc. 
who need your patience, 
understanding, forgiveness, 
respect and time. They are just 
there waiting for your love. 
 
Now, look around. Can you now 
see God?  
 
 
 
 
 

Middle & Senior School News  

Junior School News 
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Final results: 

1st Great Southern Grammar  926 points 

2nd St Joseph’s College  844 points 

3rd Bethel Christian School  394 points 

4th Albany Christian College  66 points 

Medal winners: 

Year 4 Girls Runner Up – Jessica Williams 

Year 5 Girls Champion – Kadee Walker 

Year 5 Boys Champion – Logan Lionetti 

Year 5 Boys Runner Up – Will Smith 

Year 6 Girls Runner Up – Bree Gates-Pass 



unapologetic in “making a mistake” and claim that I have sanctioned their behaviour, please calmly remind them to place more 

emphasis on the “reflection” side of my advice.  I wish all a safe and restful holiday after a busy start to the year. 

 

Mr Greg Cranwell - Head of Secondary  

 

Visiting Author - Dianne Wolfer 

 

On Tuesday 5 April the Year Eight, Nine and Ten students were privileged to 

attend a presentation by Dianne Wolfer.  Dianne is the author of many books.   

However, of particular interest to the students in these year levels were Light 

Horse Boy, Lighthouse Girl and Photographs in the Mud.  Dianne started her 

presentation with the background information and sources of her inspiration to 

write including her scrap books and memorabilia such as original postcards and 

equipment used by the Light Horseman.  Her presentation came in the form of 

a power point and fascinating snippets of information about the material she 

has gathered as an historian over the years which she uses in her writing.  She took four years to write Lighthouse Girl and 

three years to write Light Horse Boy.  Both books are centred on the theme of WW1 which is studied in Year Nine History.   

 

Dianne shared her experiences of walking the Kokoda Track explaining how this trip lead her to some very insightful material 

for her book Photographs in the Mud. The information gleaned by the students will be a useful when the Year Ten students 

study WW11 later this year.  The students were engaged in her story as was evident by the quiet atmosphere in the chapel as 

Dianne presented.  They were also very impressed by the long and arduous journey from her initial ideas to the final published, 

edited, illustrated copy of her books.  Dianne’s visit was very well received.   

 

Mrs Jude Wiegele - Teacher Librarian 

 

Year Eight Camp 2016 

This year’s annual Year Eight camp will take place in the week from 20 - 24 June 2016 (i.e., during the second last week of Term 

Two).  We are again requesting parent help for this camp.  The camp programme for this year will be as follows: 

 

 Monday 20th June: Travel to Perth by bus. 

 Tuesday 21st June: Visit various places in and around Perth. 

 Wednesday 22nd June: Stay in the camp grounds and participate in an exciting range of activities run by the Department of 

    Sport & Recreation. 

 Thursday 23rd June: Visit various places in and around Perth. 

 Friday  24th June: Return to Albany by bus. 

 

Parents who come along will need to have a Working With Children Card (at our cost if you do not currently have one:  please 

apply as soon as possible to allow for enough time for this to be processed).  All costs involved (transport, food, 

accommodation) will be covered by the College.   

If you are available during the week in question and would be interested in helping out, please contact Mrs Anna Palmer at the 

College. 

 

Mrs Anna Palmer - Middle School Co-ordinator 
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Middle & Senior School News  



 

Inter-School Swimming 

On Wednesday the Years Seven - Twelve swim team contested the Great Southern Division One Swimming Carnival at the 

Albany Leisure and Aquatic Centre.  After a great result at the recent Associated and Catholic Colleges Swimming Carnival in 

Perth, the team were keen to try their best against the local teams.  Facing swimmers from Albany Senior High School, Great 

Southern Grammar and Esperance Senior High School the standard was high right from the start of the day. 
 

The team was fantastic in both individual events and relays with many swimmers having an outstanding carnival.  

Congratulations to Jessica Terblanche Year Eight Champion Girl, Caitlin Williams Year Nine Champion Girl, Mitchell Williams 

Year Ten Champion Boy and Chris Osborne Open Boys Runner-up Champion.  A further congratulations to Caitlin for a new 

carnival record of 30.55 seconds in the Year Nine Girls’ 50m Butterfly. 
 

After a great days swimming the team were very pleased to finish second overall behind Great Southern Grammar, with Albany 

Senior High School third and Esperance Senior High School fourth. 

 

A huge thank you to the many assistants who helped St Joseph’s College host a great carnival.  Thank you to Miss van Hulssen, 

Mrs Tompkin, Mr Caldwell and Mrs Williams for their expertise and also thank you to the many student helpers who provided 

valuable assistance throughout the carnival. 

 

Saints Swim Club training recommences on Friday 29 April for those keen to continue their swimming training through the 

year. 

 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical Education Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle & Senior School News  
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Community Notices 
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Academic Group 
 

Academic Task Force  
will be in Albany in April 

 

2016 Study Skills and Learning Skills Programme 
 

Enrol in Learning Skills (Years 7-10) 
Thursday 21 April.  Cost $195 

9.30am - 4.00pm (6 hour course)  Venue:  Great Southern Grammar 
 

Enrol in Study Skills (Years 11 & 12) 
Friday 22 April.  Cost $195 

9.30am - 4.00pm (6 hour course)   Venue:  Great Southern Grammar 
 

Please enrol by Thursday 14 April by enrolling online at 
www.academictaskforce.com.au   

click on Current courses - Study Skills in Albany  Or phone: 9314 9500 


