
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community. 

 

Welcome back to the new term which began so smoothly.  The students were in 

extremely good spirits with a number commenting on how pleased they were to 

return to school.  By this stage of the year routines should be well established in all 

classes from Kindergarten to Year Twelve so it is important that students strive to 

achieve their best.  

 

At our Staff Professional Development Day on Tuesday, I highlighted to staff that our 

core focus is to ensure the teaching and learning programme delivered in literacy and 

numeracy is of the highest possible standard.  To assist in this delivery, a whole school 

calendar has been printed for the entire term outlining any interruptions.  No further 

events will be allowed to encroach on our teaching time unless there are exceptional 

circumstances.  For parents with children in the Junior School, the time from 9.00 am 

until 11.00 am will now be known as Dedicated Literacy and Numeracy Time.  This key 

teaching block has interruptions reduced significantly compared to last term, so that 

staff can focus on teaching the essential concepts and skills in reading, writing, spelling 

and mathematics.  A copy of the Term Calendar was sent to all parents on Wednesday 

via SEQTA.  This calendar will enable parents to be better informed of what is 

happening across the school and provide advanced warning of special events. 

 

The ANZAC Day ceremony held in Albany on Monday was beautiful and I wish to thank 

the students and staff who represented St Joseph’s College at the Dawn and Morning 

Services.  The students were a credit to our school and given the two weeks’ holiday in 

between I was most impressed that every student who said they would be present 

was in attendance.  Reliability is an admirable quality! 

Publication Date 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

 

Prayer of Thanks for Family and Friends 

Blessed are You, loving Father, 

For all your gifts to us. 

Blessed are You for giving us family and friends 

To be with us in times of joy and sorrow, 

To help us in days of need, 

And to rejoice with us in moments of celebration. 

 

Father, we praise You for Your Son Jesus, 

Who knew the happiness of family and friends, 

And in the love of Your Holy Spirit. 

Blessed are you for ever and ever. 

Amen 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Tues 3 May 

 Yr 10 Mentoring Induction  

 

Wed 4 May 

 Mother’s Day Mass and Morning Tea, 

HFC, 9am 

 CCA Drama Students - Albany Town Hall 

visit 

 SS Boys Football vs GSG @ SJC 5pm 

 First Holy Communion Sacramental 

Meeting, 6.30pm Ave Maria Chapel 

 

Thur 5 May 

 Bendigo Bank High School Netball 

Carnival - Katanning 

 Kindy Blue - Mother’s Day afternoon 

tea, 2-3pm 

 

Fri 6 May 

 JS Assembly 8.45am, Undercover Area 

 TEE Consultants Presentation Yr 12 

ATAR 12.50pm 

 Kindy Gold - Mother’s Day afternoon 

tea, 2-3pm 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 2 - Week 1                                Friday, 29 April 2016 

General Information  
 

 Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 
   (Leave a message as requested)  
 

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Mr Greg Cranwell  
 

 Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

TEMR 2 - WEEK 2 

absent
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The Secondary girls have completed a proposal in relation to wearing pants during 

winter.  The next stage of the process is to form a Uniform Committee to consider this 

request and any relevant stipulations to such a change.  It has been a while since such 

a committee existed at St Joseph’s College so I am seeking two parents from the 

Junior School and two from the Secondary School to be involved.  This is the only 

change being considered to the current uniform, so interested parents are asked to 

contact me at the College by Wednesday 4 May. 
 

On Wednesday night I had the pleasure of an evening meal with our Year Six students 

who are currently on camp.  The students were in great spirits and positively shared 

their experiences of canoeing and archery earlier in the day.  Wet weather has no 

chance of dampening the spirits of this group of students.  I was impressed with the 

manners displayed at the tea table and the way the students conversed with each 

other.  Doing the dishes with a group of students using a commercial dish washer and 

other ‘fancy’ devices was another positive experience in terms of willingness and 

experimentation.  I would like to thank Mr Morcom and Ms Della Bosca for all the 

time and effort that has gone into organising this camp experience for the students.  

Their care and concern for the students was extremely evident. 
 

I sincerely wish all students and their families a rewarding Term Two at St Joseph’s 

College.  If there are any concerns about fees, academic progress or behavioural 

matters please do contact the relevant staff member or come and see me.  There is 

always a solution, particularly when contact is made early. 
 

All families are wished a safe and rewarding week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning - Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Notices 

Canteen News 

Tuesday’s Special will be sweet beef curry 

and rice for $4.50. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tutorials 
 

Homework Club - Years 4, 5 & 6 
Every Monday & Wednesday 

During school term 
In the Junior School Library 

3.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

Secondary Tutorials - Years 7-12 
Every Wednesday & Thursday 

During school term 
Bl. Edmund Rice Library 

3.15pm - 4.30pm 
 

Saints Swim Club  
Meet during school term on 

Monday and Friday afternoons 
3.30pm - 4.30pm 

Albany Leisure and Aquatic Centre 
(Pool entry fees apply) 

 
(Note:  New Junior Squad members in 

2016 swim on Fridays only due to  
limited lane space on Mondays) 

 
Year Three students are invited to be 

assessed on Friday 29 April & 6 May  from 
3.30pm-4.30pm at the pool and must 

have passed stage 6 in swimming lessons. 

 
Coaches for 2016 

Seniors -  
Paul O’Donnell, Kate van Hulssen 

Juniors -  
Sam Jones, Trish Hines, Katherine 

Hancock, Kirsten Hunter 
 
 

For more information,  
please contact:  

Sam Jones 0439 525 205  

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report  

College Notices  

Scholastic Monster  
Book Fair 
(Week 5) 

 

Cunningham Block 

Monday - Wednesday 
23 - 25 May 

 

Times: 
Monday & Tuesday 

8.15am - 8.45am & 3.00pm - 3.30pm 
 

Wednesday 
8.15am - 8.45am

 

Proceeds go to the P&F to purchase resources 



Junior School News 

Welcome back to the commencement of Term Two.  Already this term has seen our Year 

Six students attending camp.  The Year Three and Five students will complete NAPLAN and 

the Year Four students will be preparing for the Sacrament of First Holy Communion . 

 

Calendar 

You will have received the Term Calendar and will know there are many exciting 

opportunities for all of our students this term.  Please note : 

 

 Monday afternoon assemblies:  These give us an opportunity to meet as a Junior 

School, introduce our Virtue for the coming fortnight and acknowledge students in our 

school community.  Parents are very welcome to attend these assemblies.  

 Liturgies:  Each Class or Year level will be celebrating a liturgy in Holy Family Church.  

The Catholic faith life of our College is one of the ways in which we are unique in 

Albany.  Our liturgies provide an opportunity for the students to focus on their 

relationship with God.  Again we invite and welcome parents to attend these liturgical 

celebrations. 

 

Mother’s Day Mass and Morning Tea 

During May our attention focuses on Mother Mary and the role she played in the life of 

Jesus and in our lives.  We also acknowledge our own mothers.  This week your youngest 

child in the Junior School will have brought home an invitation for you to join us for Mass 

and morning tea.  Based on feedback we received last year the students will be joining in 

the morning tea and they will have their own special treat provided for them.  If you have 

not already done so, please return your RSVP on Monday.  Hopefully the weather will be 

kind to us! 

 

Junior School Library and Homework Club 

Our new Junior School Library will be open for business on Monday 2 May.  Our staff and 

students are looking forward to using this new facility.  Now that we have our new Library 

we are able to offer ‘Homework Club’.  This will run on similar lines to the Secondary 

School’s Tutorials.  This is an opportunity for the students to stay for 45 minutes after 

school on a Monday and Wednesday to complete their homework and receive extra 

support in English and Mathematics.  At this stage we are only offering Homework Club to 

Year Four, Five and Six students.  A note containing more details will be sent home on 

Monday for you to complete and return to your child’s classroom teacher if you are 

interested in your child participating in Homework Club. 

Mrs Erica Mielens - Head of Junior School  

 

Pre-Primary Popcorn Fun:  A Five Senses Lesson 

In the second half of Term One, Pre Primary Scientists were studying different materials 

using their five senses.  This series of lessons culminated with some popping good fun.  

Students enjoyed seeing popcorn sizzle and wiggle in the oil before it starting popping right 

out of the pan.  The children used ALL five senses to describe the popcorn, including 

enjoying a bag of popcorn (popped hygienically!) while listening to a popcorn story.  Our 

lesson ended with an interpretative dance where the students acted out changing from a 

tiny kernel of corn, to a fully popped piece of popcorn. 

Mrs Kirsten Hunter - Science Teacher 

P & F News 
 

Welcome back!   Hopefully 
everyone is rested and refreshed 
for a fabulous Term Two. 
 

Term Two always means Scholastic 
Book Fair, and this will be upon us 
very quickly - in three weeks 
actually! 
 

Children will be coming home with 
date reminders and please put the 
date on your calendar.   
 

Book Fair always raises an amazing 
amount of funds which are put 
directly back into our Junior School 
in the form of resources.   
 

Fair dates and times are: 
Monday 23 May:  8.15am-8.45am 
and 3.00pm-3.30pm 
Tuesday 24 May: 8.15am-8.45am 
and 3.00pm-3.30pm 
Wednesday 25 May:  8.15am-
8.45am only.   
 

The Fair will be set up in the 
Cunningham Block and the theme 
this year is Monster Books. 
Mrs Amanda Thompson - P & F 
Book Fair Co-ordinator 
 

 

Pre-Primary Popcorn Fun 
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Junior School News  



Worms, worms, worms 

Year Threes have been studying living and non-living things.  They carefully inspected living 

worms (kindly donated by Mr Bede Harold of Emu Point) and compared them to sour 

gummy worms (lollies).  Students identified, described and illustrated the differences and 

the earthworms have found a new home in the Year Four Vegetable Garden. 

Mrs Kirsten Hunter - Science Teacher  

 

The Circus Came to St Joseph’s 

In the last week of Term One the children in Year One B 

performed in the Incredible Circus with acts comprising of a 

ringmaster, clowns, acrobats, magicians and strongmen which 

captivated their audience.  We even had our very own 

reporter! 

 

Earlier in the term the children filled the class bean jar as a result of many good behavioural/ 

attitudinal choices.  When the jar was full the children decided that they would like to 

perform a circus for their parents.  After much brainstorming, planning and designing ‘The 

Incredible Circus’ evolved.  The children created advertising posters, invitations, tickets and 

even decided to have a special Door Prize!  

 

It was exciting to watch the children support each other in the development of their acts and 

assist each other with bringing in props for others to use.  The atmosphere in the room was 

electric and a lot of fun was had by all.  

 

Mrs Bain felt very proud of her little Superstars as they ‘wowed’ the audience with their 

wonderful acts, which resulted in much laughter and applause. 

 

Congratulations to the Ringmaster, the Clowns, the Acrobats, the Magicians and the Strong 

People, and our very own Reporter; you were all truly FABULOUS.  A very special thank you 

to Ms Balawender and Ms Plunkett for your assistance on the day, it was very much 

appreciated. 

Mrs Bain - Year One B Teacher  

From Head of Secondary 

As usual it has been a busy week in the Secondary School, made more so by squeezing it into 

three days. Thank you to the parents and students who took the opportunity to attend 

parent- teacher interviews on Thursday evening. I am sure you have taken away some sound 

advice on how improvement can be made for the rest of the year. Please remember that if 

you need to contact your child’s teachers then use SEQTA Engage or contact the College 

office. 

 

The College would like to extend its gratitude to Sergeant Anthony White, who took charge 

of the Secondary School’s ANZAC ceremony during the assembly on Wednesday. We were 

privileged to host such an experienced and esteemed member of the Australian Defence 

Forces and to be regaled by his eclectic exploration of the ANZAC story. Students are to be 

Secondary School News 

Worms Alive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Notices 

 

First Holy Communion Meeting 

For Parents and Children  

 

Wednesday, 4 May 2016 

6.30pm 

Ave Maria Chapel,  

St Joseph’s College 

 

Martin Road, Spencer Park  

This is a very important meeting 

for parents and their children who 

will be receiving their First Holy 

Communion this year.  

We look forward to meeting  

you all. 
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Junior School News  



commended upon the reverence that they demonstrated during the ceremony. 

Already, the demerit stamp policy, as communicated to parents and students during Term One is improving student uniform 

and preparedness for class. I encourage you to check your child’s College diary on a regular basis. If they receive four stamps in 

one week, or six in a fortnight the consequence is an after school detention where they will perform a service within the 

College. 

 

College Photos 

College photos for your children are coming up on May 25 and 26 this term. I have received many comments from parents who 

would prefer to purchase a photo of their child’s Year Group rather than Home Room Group. 

I am asking for parental feedback before a decision is made.  

 

My question is:  Would you rather purchase a group photograph of your child’s YEAR GROUP or HOME ROOM? 

 

Please send a direqt message or email to cranwell.greg@cathednet.wa.edu.au. 

 

Please note that this will not have any impact on the individual photographs or the price of the various photo packs.  From an 

organisational perspective, Year Group photographs will cause much less disruption to the regular academic programme within 

the College. 

 

Home Room photographs will still feature in the College Annual; the Home Room is an integral part of College life and provides 

our students a sense of belonging and continuity in pastoral care. 

Mr Greg Cranwell - Head of Secondary  

 

Year Eight School Immunisation Programme 

Later this term Year Eight students whose parents have given their consent will receive diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis 

(whooping cough) and the second of the HPV immunisations.  On this day ensure that your child has a good healthy breakfast 

and plenty of fluid to drink in order to reduce the risk of him/her fainting following immunisations.  

 

Vaccinations like any medication may cause side effects, most of these are mild reactions.  The injection site may become red 

and swollen, you can treat this by applying a cool damp cloth.  Your child may experience some discomfort such as fever, 

headache or tiredness.  For headache and discomfort, paracetamol may be given as directed on the manufacturer’s label.  If 

fever persists, consult your doctor.  Seek medical advice if your child experiences a reaction that you are concerned about.  

 

As it has been a number of months since completion of consent forms we would like to give parents the opportunity to inform 

us of any change to details on the consent form.  Do not send notes to school please phone or email me, so I can make the 

changes immediately on your child’s form.  For information, please contact:  Sally Moir, School Based Immunisation 

Programme Tel: 9842 7526;  Email: sally.moir@health.wa.gov.au  

 

Year 11 Biology Field Trip 

On Thursday 31 March the Year Eleven Biology students began their field study at Torndirrup National 

Park.  The field study forms part of a year-long investigation into the effect of fire on Australian bush 

plants.  Students set up various belt transects and quadrats to quantify plant abundance 

and diversity.  In particular we counted four species of plants which we had identified  

prior to our trip.  Our next trip will take place in June, with a follow up trip in September.   

We enjoyed a few hours wandering in the bush under cloudy, pleasant conditions. 

 

Mrs Kirsten Hunter - Biology Teacher  
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CCA Dead Scientists Appreciation Society 

Wednesday afternoons in Room 205 have seen the boys rising to a variety of STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths) challenges.  This term we are using small electric 

motors and the first task was to re-create a Colouring Robot.  In coming weeks the boys will 

be using the small electric motors to create their own robot and later will be making their 

own electric motors. 

Mrs Kirsten Hunter - Science Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers News  

St Joseph’s College Newsletter                                                             Page 6 

CCA Dead Scientists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary School News  

South Regional TAFE (formerly GSIT) 

The Open Day planned for 4 May will be postponed 

due to varying factors.  The South Regional TAFE 

Open Day will be re-scheduled for September.  

Apologies if this has caused any inconvenience and 

we look forward to speaking with students, parents, 

teachers when we have set a new date. 

Jan Auld 

Manager Student Support - South Regional TAFE 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our upcoming UWA ‘Information Evenings’ will provide high school students with course and 
prerequisite advice, information on career paths and guidance on the different areas of study 
within Engineering, Computing and Mathematics.  
 
We will also have some friendly students on-hand to answer any questions about university life 
or being a member of one of the faculties exciting student clubs.  
Attendees will be given a folder of course information and a special gift!   
 
Our Information Evenings will run on the following dates in 2016: 
 
Engineering Information Evenings:  

Monday 16 May, Time: 6.30pm-7.30pm, Venue: Engineering Lecture Theatre 2 
Tuesday 28 June, Time: 6.30pm-7.30pm, Venue: Engineering Lecture Theatre 1 
Thursday 28 July, Time: 6.30pm-7.30pm, Venue: Engineering Lecture Theatre 1 
Sunday 14 August – as part of Open Day  
Wednesday 7 September, Time: 6.30pm-7.30pm, Venue: Engineering Lecture Theatre 1 

 
To book onto a session please see our webpage: 
http://www.ecm.uwa.edu.au/community/engineering-info-evenings 
 
Computing Information Evenings:  

Tuesday 31 May, Time: 6.30pm-7.30pm, Venue: Engineering Lecture Theatre 2 
Sunday 14 August – as part of Open Day  
Wednesday 21 September, Time: 6.30pm-7.30pm, Venue: Engineering Lecture Theatre 1 

 
To book onto a session please see our webpage: 
http://www.ecm.uwa.edu.au/community/computing-information-evenings 
 
Mathematics Information Evenings: 

Thursday 2 June, Time: 6.30pm-7.30pm, Venue: Engineering Lecture Theatre 1 
Sunday 14 August – as part of Open Day  
Wednesday 14 September, Time: 6.30pm-7.30pm, Venue: Engineering Lecture Theatre 2 

 
To book onto a session please see our webpage: 
http://www.ecm.uwa.edu.au/community/mathematics-information-evenings 

Careers News  
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Community Notices 

 
 
 
 

 
Footy Champs is an awesome new AFL Footy programme  

designed for kids of all abilities aged 6-16 years old.   
It gives you the chance to join a great community junior footy 

group like the Southern Districts Junior Football Association, make 
new friends and have a bunch of fun learning and playing footy in 

a programme designated just for you. 
 

Registration Day  - Saturday 7th May @ 9.00am 
North Road Playing Fields, corner of North and Campbell Roads 

Contact:  Sarah Smith 0438 882 300 
Tom Moir 0428 428 440 
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