
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community. 

 

As Semester One reaches the final weeks, now is an ideal time to have a real look at 

ourselves and take stock of what we do well and what we could do without doing!  It’s 

also a good time to tend your personal vegetable patch.  The following reflection 

might give you some ideas. 

 

The Garden of Our Daily Living 

Plant three rows of peas: 1. Peas of mind 2. Peas of heart 3. Peas of soul 

 

Plant four rows of squash: 1. Squash gossip 2. Squash indifference 3. Squash grumbling 

4. Squash selfishness  

 

Plant four rows of lettuce: 1. Lettuce be faithful 2. Lettuce be kind 3. Lettuce be patient 

4. Lettuce really love one another 

 

No garden is without turnips:  1. Turnip for meetings 2. Turnip for service 3. Turnip to 

help one another  

 

To conclude our garden, we must have thyme: 1. Thyme for each other 2. Thyme for 

family 3. Thyme for friends 

 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.  There can be much fruit in your 

garden as you reap what you sow. 

 

At times, we may forget that we are a community that can build up or tear down 

relationships by the way we speak or communicate with or about each other.  Each 

one of us is responsible for our own behaviour and the way we act towards each 

other.  Since arriving at St Joseph’s College, a community I really love, every effort has 

been made to develop more open communication between school and home.  I am 

more than willing to meet with parents to discuss any concerns or questions they 
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From the Principal 

Prayer  
 

Lord,  

we give thanks for all who have brought  

life and happiness to us.  

Inspire us to give of ourselves joyfully and  

always look for the positive.  

 

Amen 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Mon 20 - 24 June 

 Year 8 Camp - Perth 

 Year 10 Work Experience  
 

Tues 21 June 

 Youth Mission Team Visit - Yr 9 

 P & F Meeting - 7.15pm Staff Room 
 

Wed 22 June 

 JS Liturgy Yr 4, HFC, 9am 

 Speech and Drama Festival (Yr 7-9) 

 Youth Mission Team Visit - Yr 7 
 

Wed 22 - 24 June 

 Year 9 Activities 
 

Thurs 23 June 

 First Holy Communion Reflection Day 
 

Thurs 23 - 24 June 

 Year 7 Camp 

 Youth Mission Team - Yr 11 
 
Sat 25 June 

 First Holy Communion, HFC, 6pm 

 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 2 - Week 8                                 Friday, 17 June 2016 

General Information  
 

 Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 
   (Leave a message as requested)  
 

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Mr Greg Cranwell  
 

 Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

WEEK 9 

absent
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have.  This week I was a little disappointed to hear rumours and Facebook comments in 

relation to the amount of time spent on Religious Education in the Middle School that were 

completely inaccurate.  St Joseph’s College is extremely proud of its religious heritage, 

liturgical celebrations and the values we strive to incorporate in our daily life.  The Catholic 

Education Office mandates the amount of time devoted to Religious Education for all 

schools.  For Middle School students, four lessons out of thirty five lessons per week are 

delivered which is 11% of a student’s total timetable.  Rumours stating the College requires 

40% of teaching and learning time are untrue. 

 

I respectfully remind everyone (students, staff and parents) to recognise and respect the 

dignity of each person.  This means if you have an issue with the school, you are asked to 

directly seek the staff member concerned.  Please refrain from making negative comments 

about students, parents, staff and the College in general in a public forum where the issue 

cannot be resolved, instead act as you would wish others to act towards you and your 

family. 

 

This week a large number of Junior School parents have made the time to attend an 

interview with their child’s teacher.  The conversations that have taken place enable parents 

to be aware of the progress their child has made during Semester One and areas requiring 

further consolidation in the latter part of the year.  Where weaknesses have been identified I 

encourage parents to contact their child’s teacher mid Term Three to obtain an up-date on 

what progress has been made to rectify these areas.  Please do not wait until the end of the 

year; a proactive approach is required!  Thank you to the Junior School teachers for the 

many extra hours given to the interview process.  I also extend my appreciation to all 

parents for being interested in their child’s education. 

 

At the present time, staff across the entire school are collating results so that Semester One 

Reports can be completed. I thank the teachers for the time that is going into providing 

parents with an insight on their son/daughter’s progress to date.  On receiving their child’s 

report, I would hope that each parent would find some time to sit with their child and 

discuss what the report reveals.  

 

As all Semester One Pre-Primary to Year Twelve reports will be accessed via Engage, it is vital 

that parents set up an account.  If parents require Seqta login details or require a paper copy 

of their child’s report due to no computer access please contact the College Office. 

 

Hopefully parents have noticed more available parking spaces closer to the Early Learning 

Centre and Cunningham Block.  Thank you to our staff for parking in the bays further from 

the College to enable parents with younger children easier access. 

 

Parents please be aware that one confirmed case of chickenpox has been reported in our 

Junior School. 

 

Wishing all in our community a safe and rewarding week! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mr Mark Browning - Principal  

 

General Notices 

 

Canteen News 

There will be no special next 

Tuesday and the full Canteen 

menu will be available to order 

from.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Notices 
 
 

Celebration of the Sacrament 
of First Holy Communion 

Saturday, 25 June at 6.00pm 
Holy Family Church 

 
All welcome to attend and support 

our young ones as they receive 
 the Holy Eucharist for  

the first time.   
 

We hope to see you all there. 
 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Ozanam House Fundraiser 2016  

St Vincent de Paul Annual Winter Appeal 

Frederic Ozanam, patron of Ozanam House, assisted the poor and disadvantaged through 

the charitable organisation he founded in 1833: the St Vincent de Paul Society.  Ozanam 

House honours this linkage by supporting St Vincent de Paul with their annual “Winter 

Blanket Appeal” and by focusing on this event in our House Liturgy in Term Three.  

 

All members of the St Joseph’s College Community were asked to contribute food, clothing, 

bedding or money to give to the homeless and those in need in our local community who 

can only access such items through institutions such as St Vincent de Paul. 

 

Contributions were brought to the College over the last four weeks up to and including 

Friday 10 June.  There were drop-off spots located in classrooms, at the Library, the College 

Office and outside the Junior School near the information board. 

 

The response to this request did not fall on deaf ears and we are delighted to say we had an 

overwhelming amount of donations to give to St Vincent de Paul.  We are pleased we have 

been able to help and pledge to do so over the years as the need is so great.  St Vincent de 

Paul in Albany have informed us this year is their worst so far.   

 

Responding to Ozanam House’s request to the College 

community for donations to the St Vincent de Paul 

Winter Appeal, Amity Fennell  in Year Three went into 

entrepreneurial mode. With the assistance of her 

brother and sister, she organised a mini circus 

performance and charged her mum, dad and 

grandfather ‘a few dollars’ admission to see it.  

 

The act included juggling, tumbling and ‘running about with fairy wands’ and was a great 

success with the audience.  Amity’s initiative and compassion are symbolic of the generous 

response of the College community to the Winter Appeal.  Accordingly, she was chosen as 

the College’s representative to hand over the collection of foodstuffs, clothing, bedding and 

money which was donated to this worthy charity.   Mr Gavin Higgins, President of St Vincent 

de Paul and Mr John Kelly, Secretary of St Vincent de Paul accepted the donations.  

 

Our motto this year was Share the love and share the load!’  We thank you very much for 

your generosity in making winter bearable for the less fortunate and hope you will continue 

to support us in our efforts next year. 

The Ozanam House Team 

 

 

College Production - 16 In 10 Minutes or Less  

St Joseph’s College drama students are currently working on the production, ‘16 in 10 

minutes or less’.  Over the last term, much thought and effort have gone into bringing the 

play to life.  The cast and crew have been working hard on memorising lines, artistic 

direction and developing props.  The play is written by Bradly Hayward, with drama teacher, 

Mr Habal as the production’s Principal Director.   

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
By Fr Christian 
Saminal, OSJ 
 
Look around.  Can you 
see God? 
 
What I learned during my 
childhood days was very essential.  
I was taught that I could see God 
everywhere.  
 
As I was reflecting about it, I 
realised this does not require us to 
be super intelligent, attain higher 
degrees of education, nor have 
extravagant professions; rather, by 
looking at the wider perspective of 
things, we can see God in all 
things. 
 
This was the best moment in the 
life of St Emilie De Vialar.  She had 
seen God in those who suffer, cry, 
thirst, hunger, are sick, in prison, 
etc. And so, she responded to God 
so perfectly – a response that gave 
her the captivity of the 
magnificence of God, a response 
that allowed her to be one with 
God.  
 
As the Gospel of Matthew would 
put it, 'Amen, I say to you, 
whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for 
me' (25:40).  This is the reason why 
we celebrate the life of St Emilie, 
for us to emulate in ourselves the 
goodness, care, love, forgiveness 
and concern that she has taught 
us.  May this also be our own little 
way to also seek God in all things, 
especially to our neighbours who 
need most of our care.  
 
Then, we may ask, ‘who are my 
neighbours?’  Just look around.  
They are already there in the midst 
of us.  These are your mums, dads, 
brothers, sisters, friends, teachers, 
acquaintances, co-workers, etc. 
who need mostly of your patience, 
understanding, forgiveness, 
respect and time.  They are just 
there waiting for your love. 
 
Now, look around.  Can you now 
see God?  
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College Notices 



The play follows seven teenagers whose lives become 

intertwined in a humorous and often times bittersweet 

collection of ten minute plays.  From the extraction of a 

gummy bear out of a new set of braces to coping with bullies, 

the characters share their innermost hopes and fears with 

each other, ten minutes at a time.  

 

The production will be staged next term, Saturday 13 August at 

the Albany Town Hall with a matinee or evening session to 

choose from.  Tickets will be available from Week Ten. 

Jasmine Dunn and James Bott - Events Management Team 

 

 

First Communion 

The Year Four students have been actively preparing to join with other children in the Parish 

to make the Sacrament of First Communion.   On Thursday next week all of the Year Four 

children, along with the communicants from the Parish will be involved in a special day that 

will culminate the preparation programme.  This is a very special time in the lives of the 

communicants and their families so we ask that you keep them in your prayers. 

 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Parent/Teacher interviews were conducted this week.  All the teachers worked hard to be 

able to provide parents with information about the progress their child has made during 

Semester One.  The information provided should aid in  understanding your child’s Semester 

One report. 

 

Semester One Reports 

Yesterday your child will have received information regarding the report structure for the 

Semester One reports in Junior School.  Please ask your child for the information if you have 

not yet received the letter.  If you have any questions regarding the new structure please 

feel free to contact me. 

Mrs Erica Mielens - Head of Junior School  

From the Head of Secondary School 

Senior school students will now have received their examination results and will be acting on 

their feedback from teachers to make improvements next semester.  For the Year Twelves in 

particular, this is an important opportunity for some to adjust the attitude and mindset; a lot 

of ground can be made up by implementing feedback and working consistently in the time 

remaining.  The temporary sacrifice of social media and online gaming is something that 

many parents and schools encourage; it can make a large difference in ensuring that 

students do their best and maximise their opportunities following the end of secondary 

schooling.  This applies to ATAR and VET students; it is important to make every post a 

winner at this late stage. 

Year Eight’s Host a Banquet  
To conclude their compulsory 
Home Economics studies, Year 
Eight students in both classes 
hosted a special morning or 
afternoon tea for a special person 
in their life.   
 
Parents, siblings and grandparents 
were treated to either morning tea 
on Wednesday and afternoon tea 
today.  
 
This was the highlight of the Year 
Eight students’ course and they all 
did an exceptional job with their 
planning, cooking, preparation/
presentation and serving their 
treats.   
Mrs Dianne Trahair - Home 
Economics Teacher  
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Junior School News  

Secondary School News  

Secondary School News  



Students by now should be geared up and ready for “Superweek” next week.  Attached to 

this newsletter is a schedule of the events of the week across the secondary school.  It is 

always a pleasure to sit around the staff room and hear tales of the students from beyond 

the College grounds.  I know that students will be excited and challenged by the activities 

of the week, and they will discover and develop skills and attributes that they can bring 

back to their learning and their relationships within the College community. 

Mr Greg Cranwell - Head of Secondary School 

 

Year Seven and Eight AFL Carnival 

After a lengthy pre-season and a couple of warm up games in the Senior School Quit Cup 

competition, the much anticipated Year Seven and Eight AFL Carnival finally materialised 

on Tuesday this week; the boys jumping out of their goosebumped skins to venture out 

into the sheeting rain that reminded all that this is a winter sport. 

We faced a strong Denmark side in the first game and fell a couple of goals short despite 

the herculean efforts of Flynn Turton rucking against a dairy and beef reared monster who 

stood a clear head and shoulders over the not diminutive Flynn. The “Joeys” had their 

chances, with Brock Anning continually raking the ball into our forward line, but Denmark 

were able to convert their opportunities into the wind. 

 

After a sluggish start against North Albany Senior High School, the team was implored to 

pay attention to the footy and switch on, in the manner of Keegan Berry whose “Gafflike” 

performance ranging across the half forward line kept his team in the game, and had 

prospective Jonas’ sharpening their elbows.  Kurt Morcom was strong at full forward, rarely 

straying from the goal square and capitalising on the midfield work of the irrepressible 

Jared Hayes. Jared’s desperation and repeat efforts at the contest were exceptional; he 

was a wet weather animal. 

 

James Le led the way against Albany Senior High School; throwing tacklers aside with ease. 

Assigned to an important tagging role, Harris Grimes kept a dangerous opponent kickless 

while bustling Bodhi Stanton kept feeding a hungry Morcom in the goal square. The 

standout performer in this game was Seb Stanton, who read the play beautifully across half 

back and handled the ball cleanly in the torrential conditions. He continued this form all 

day. 

 

The final game saw Daniel Hobbs and Josh Duffield hit the scoreboard, with the younger 

brigade making significant contributions. Jayden Heslop and Angus Spencer were 

desperate; one Spencer smother in particular brought tears to the eyes of all on the bench.  

 

A special thanks should be made to Tom Moir and his team for organising the carnival, and 

also to St Joseph’s small soaked band of student helpers.  Daniel Yuswak delivered clear 

instructions as runner all day and James Nelson did not miss a beat in his position as 

boundary umpire.  Benedict Jackson’s flagcraft developed over the course of the day, and 

improved considerably once he stopped screaming instructions out to our players in his 

capacity as goal umpire. As new blood in the coaches box, Mr Paul Severin’s tactical nouse 

and individual mentoring were of great benefit to the players as well as Benedict. 
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College Community 

 

Thank you to Mrs Sheryl-lee 

Green who is an avid gardener 

and has been volunteering her 

‘green fingers’ to help beautify 

our College gardens.   

 

The College appreciates 

voluntary help or support in 

any form which goes a long way 

to build a stronger College 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary School News  



All students should be proud of their performance and teamwork.  The outstanding spirit and sportsmanship they displayed 

made them excellent ambassadors for the College, and for this they are to be commended.  Many of these players will also 

represent the College at the Mt Barker Carnival early in Term Three, an event that we are already looking forward to.  

Mr Greg Cranwell - Coach 

 

An Inspiring Visitor to the College - Anne Heslop  

Great Southern local Anne Heslop walked the Kokoda Track from 15 - 25 April 2016.  For 

Anne, whose father John “Jack” Benson served in Papua New Guinea in World War II, 

walking the Kokoda Track was a decade-long dream that helped strengthen family 

bonds.  Ms Heslop’s two sons and daughter joined her on the trip as this was an 

incredible bonding experience and a chance to learn more about their father and 

grandfather and walk in Jack’s footsteps.  

 

Ms Heslop spoke of her experiences to Year Ten students on Monday.  This visit assisted 

students’ learning as part of their History lessons on war in the Pacific.  She told them 

how she injured her leg after tripping on a tree root on the second day.  Her son Carl  is 

a nurse, so he bandaged it up and on she went.  It wasn’t until she got back home and couldn’t get rid of the swelling that she 

went to see her doctor who, after an x-ray, discovered it was broken.  

 

Anne spent at least 3 months training before leaving – up and down the steps at Sandpatch and did Bluff Knoll too.  She walked 

at least 15kms per day when she was training. Walking the track was a challenging experience, physically, mentally and 

emotionally and many who have undertaken the walk have described it as life changing.  The Year Ten students were inspired 

by her story of courage and perseverance and gained a sense of what Australian soldiers had to endure during World War II.  
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Anne Heslop with Year Ten students  
Jordy Morcom and Bianca Kennedy  

Secondary School News  



Community Notices 

Albany Light Opera and Theatre Company  
present ‘Mary Poppins’ 
Casting - Expect the winds to change this October 
as Albany Light Opera brings everyone's favourite 
practically perfect nanny to the stage in this Su-
percalifragilisticexpialidocious musical adventure. 
Mary Poppins is an enchanting mixture of irre-
sistible story, unforgettable songs and breathtak-
ing dance numbers. A musical based on 
the stories of P.L. Travers and the Walt Disney 
film. 
 
Information Night - Tuesday 21st June @ 7.00pm 
Auditions - Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th June 9.00am till 5.00pm 
Reading through show script - Thursday 30th June 7.00pm 
Rehearsal days - Tuesday and Thursday starting 7.oopm from 5th 
July 
Performances – 3 weekends (10 shows) 
October 
Friday 21st 7.30pm, Saturday 22nd 2.00pm, Sunday 23rd 2.00pm 
Friday 28th 7.30pm, Saturday 29th 2.00pm, Saturday 29th 7.30pm 
Sunday 30th 2.00pm  
November 
Friday 4th 7.30pm, Saturday 5th 2.00pm, Sunday 6th 2.00pm 
Casting info and songs: 
http://licensing.halleonard.com.au/musicals/find-a-show/15023-
mary-poppins 
Also see www.facebook.com/Albany-Light-Opera-Theatre-
Company-106047049442040/ 
Janet McArtney,  Publicity Coordinator – Albany Light Opera and 
Theatre Comapny 

Literacy Booster Course 
July School Holidays 

 
The Booster Course offers an opportunity for kids to  

improve their literacy skills through fun reading and games  
while still following the structure of a linguistic phonics  

programme. 
 

The course will consist of five 45 minute sessions,  
one per day.  Students will be grouped according to their age 

and literacy ability.   
The classes will take place from: 

 
Monday 11 July - Friday 15 July 

Second Week of July School Holidays: 
 

Cost:  $220 or $180 Early Bird Price if paid by  
Monday 20 June 2016. 

Session Times:  Year 2/3 - 9am, Year 3/4 - 10am,  
Year 4/5 - 11am, Year 5/6 - 12pm 

 
Enrolment/Enquiries:  DSF Literacy Clinic - Albany 

93 Earl Street, Albany 
Ph:  9842 2594   E:  albany@dsf.net.au 
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