
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community. 

 

This week at the Secondary Assembly, I addressed the Year Seven to Year Twelve 
students on the need for a positive work ethic. The students were asked to visualise 
where they hoped to be in ten years’ time in terms of what they might be doing for a 
career and the type of lifestyle they hoped to be enjoying. The students were 
reminded that their schooling is an important means to enabling this dream to come 
true. Potential employers ask for school reports to be provided as does the University 
of Notre Dame. From these reports employers can obtain information via the 
comments about the student’s qualities in relation to initiative, responsibility, work 
ethic and involvement in school events. The grades provide immediate feedback on 
the student’s capability across an array of subjects studied. Many employers these 
days also do a search on social media to discover more about a student, particularly 
pictures and comments that display information about integrity not revealed on their 
application. People have missed out on a desired job because of what has been easily 
witnessed on social media. 
 
There is an expectation that all students attending St Joseph’s College will strive to 
reach their full potential and this partly revolves around a positive work ethic. All 
students in Years Seven to Twelve were encouraged to strive for the best in Semester 
Two. 
 
At the assembly a number of awards acknowledged students who achieved academic 
excellence (five A grades or more) or noticeable improvement in Semester One. 
Congratulations to the students who were the top of their year group. Equally as 
notable were the students who had endeavoured to improve their academic 
performance during the first part of the year. Not all students can be top of their year 
group but every student is capable of improvement. Parents and staff are asked to 
encourage students to seek improvement in the subjects being studied. Improvement 
is the essence of education; being able to do more today than could be done in the 
past. 
 
On Wednesday night I had the opportunity to attend the regional Debating 
Competition. The College had three teams in the semi-finals; Novice (Team 1: Sophie 
Genge, Sidney Scott and Andrea Bombasi Team 2: Grace Larham, Jeffy James and 
Jackson Weldon) and Senior (Ivy Le-Nguyen, Mark Weldon and Zara Leusciatti). It has 
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Prayer  
 

Lord God,  

I thank you for your gifts to me of skills,  

talents, and abilities.  

May I use them to the best of my ability  

and grow as the person you want me to be.  

Amen. 

 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Mon 8-12 August 
 In-term Swimming Lessons PP-Yr4 

 Bishop’s Religious Literacy 
Assessment - Yr 3 

 

Mon 8 August 

 Secondary Inter-House Athletics 
Carnival (RESCHEDULED FOR 
WEDNESDAY) 

 

Tues 9 August 

 Yr 10 Career Mentoring - farewell 
celebration 

 

Wed 10 August 

 Secondary Inter-House Athletics 
Carnival  

 Yr 6 Liturgy HFC, 9am 

 SS Football vs Clontarf @ NASHS  

 Last date for return of subject 
selection forms—Yr10 2017 

 

Thur 11 August 

 Whitecard Training Yr 10 
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Term 3 - Week  3                            Friday, 5 August 2016 

General Information  
 

 Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 
   (Leave a message as requested)  
 

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Mr Greg Cranwell  
 

 Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

WEEK 4 

absent
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been a while since I have watched a debate. To see the students well poised, good voice 
execution, working collaboratively to develop a reasoned argument and yet flexible enough 
to change their thoughts in terms of ideas presented by the opposing team highlight the 
many useful skills that debating teaches our students. The students involved in this 
competition were a credit to St Joseph’s College! Thank you to Mrs Goodlad for the many 
extra hours she has given to assist the students in developing their debating skills.  
 
A P&F Meeting was held this week and it was great to see a new parent in attendance. A 
considerable amount of time was spent revising the ‘Wish Lists’ presented by staff across 
the entire College. Over the coming weeks a number of extra resources will begin to appear 
in classrooms ; thank you to the P&F for their generosity! The P&F is seeking assistance from 
Secondary and Junior School parents who are able to be involved in the running of 
fundraisers but unable to get to meetings in the evening. Your support in relation to this 
matter would be greatly appreciated. Please contact me if you are able to assist. 
 
The P&F has also agreed to award four prizes at the end of each term; Pre-Primary to Year 
Two, Year Three to Year Six, Year Seven to Year Nine and Year Ten to Year Twelve. The lucky 
recipients will be determined by the number of House points awarded. House points are 
normally given for academic improvement, positive work ethic, exceptional acts of kindness/
assistance and involvement in the life of the College. St Joseph’s College is fortunate to have 
a number of students that display these attributes on a daily basis. 
 
There was another excellent turn out at the Year Eleven 2017 Subject Selection Evening; 
thank you to the parents and students for making the effort to be present. Appreciation to 
Mrs Bennett and Mr Cranwell for their presentations. A number of parents and students 
have responded positively to the introduction of Certificate II courses from Year Ten next 
year. Junior School parents need to understand that this decision will provide opportunities 
not available in other schools in Albany that will enhance the possibility of secondary 
graduation and provide students from St Joseph’s College with additional qualifications prior 
to leaving school. The courses on offer are:  
 
Certificate II in Construction 
Certificate II in Engineering 
Certificate II in Sport and Recreation 
Certificate II in Animal Studies 
Certificate II in Visual Arts 
Certificate II in Music Industry 
Certificate II in Business 
Certificate II in Fashion Technology 
 
While secondary education maybe a long way off, Junior School parents are most welcome 
to discuss with me the implications of Certificate II courses and how these will benefit their 
child. 
 
The Pre-Primary to Year Four students have enjoyed their first week of swimming lessons. It 
has been wonderful to witness their positive efforts in the pool and their organisational skills 
in terms of getting changed. Well done! 
 
Wishing all in our community a safe and rewarding week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Mark Browning 
Principal 
 

General Notices 

 

 

 

 

Canteen News 

Tuesday’s Special will be 

homemade meatballs served with 

spaghetti for $4.50 per serve. 

 

Save the Date 
BOOK WEEK  
Parade 2016 

 
Theme - Story Country 
Wednesday, 24 August 

College Gymnasium 
9 am – 10 am 
P & F Ladies  

will be selling tea and 
coffee at the Parade 

 
An amazing amount of creativity 
by our students (and their parents/ 
grandparents) went into last year’s 
costumes of book characters and 
we eagerly await even more 
participants this year so we 
thought we would give you plenty 
of warning!  You may want to start 
thinking about the FICTIONAL 
BOOK character you want to come 
as.  
 

Please avoid choosing a character 
from any other genre than a book.  
The Library Staff 
 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report  Week 4 Continued 
 
Fri 12 August 

 College Production Rehearsal 
CCA Drama, Albany Town Hall 
Theatre 

 
Sat 13 August 

 College Production CCA Drama 
Students Yr 7-12, AlbanyTown 



Facebook 

It has come to my attention that the Year One Blue assembly item was posted on Facebook.  

Please be advised that for privacy and copyright reasons parents and family members must 

gain permission from anyone that you want to post an image of on social media.  Therefore 

we ask that you do not post any school events on social media as we do not have permission 

for images of children or adults in the school community to be made public in this way. 

 

Uniform 

There are a number of students in Junior School whose uniform does not comply with the 

uniform policy.  Please check that your child has the correct items with regard to sports 

shoes, hair accessories and jewellery.  If your child is out of uniform on a particular day for a 

specific reason, please write a note in your child’s diary. 

Mrs Erica Mielens - Head of Junior School  

 

Invitation to Your Child’s Library Class 

A letter of invitation will be sent home next week to parents/

guardians of  students in Kindergarten - Year Six for a parent or one 

family member to attend your child’s library class during Book 

Week (Week Six).   If you wish to attend this reading session please 

RSVPs to your child’s class teacher by Wednesday 17 August.  Tea 

and coffee will be provided.  

Mrs Jude Wiegele - Teacher Librarian 

 

Middle and Senior School Athletics Carnival 

The Year Seven - Twelve students are set to take to the track for the annual Inter-House 

Athletics Carnival. Please Note: This carnival has been rescheduled for Wednesday 10 

August. Students must wear their House sports uniform for the carnival day.  

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical Education Teacher  

 

WA Debating League - Schools Competition 

After a tense and highly successful six rounds of the Western Australian Debating League’s 

Albany Schools Competition, all three St Joseph’s teams made it in to the semi-finals.  These 

were held at Albany Senior High School on Wednesday evening, 3 August. 

 

Debating requires rapid fire critical thinking.  By participating, our teams have enhanced 

their ability to analyse the world around them.  They have expressed and justified their 

opinions clearly, as well as increased their confidence and public speaking skills.  To be 

successful, they had to consider and appreciate opposing points of view surrounding issues 

we face in the world today.  These skills of analysis, diplomacy and independent thinking will 

stay with them forever. 

While our teams were unsuccessful after putting in a stellar effort, come along to the finals 

at the Albany Senior High School Performing Arts Theatre on 18 August.  Enjoy some 

delicious free light refreshments and find out why debaters are the toughest sportspeople in 

town.  The first of the evening’s three debates begins at 6:30pm.  

Mrs Julia Goodlad - Debating Team Co-ordinator  

 

Uniform Shop 

 

Girls Navy Pants 

 

Students wishing to order navy 

pants will need to collect an order 

form from the Office or Uniform 

Shop and return it to the College 

Office by Wednesday 10 August.   

 

Payment will be required when 

ordering:   Childs 4-16C  $30 

  Adults 4-20A  $35 

 

Please note this is the final 

opportunity to order trousers  for 

2016.  

 

Mrs Helen Anderson - Uniform 

Shop Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WA Debating League 

 
 

Secondary School News  
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Junior School News  



From the Head of Secondary 

It has been wonderful to see so many parents and guardians around the College in the 

past week.  This began with an excellent turn out to Monday’s 2017 Subject Information 

Evening and continued with Secondary Assembly on Wednesday, where parents were 

able to share in the College publicly acknowledging the efforts of students in the year to 

date, as well as enjoy a taster of the upcoming College production. 

 

Tickets to the production, Sixteen in 10 Minutes or Less, are being sold at the College 

Office for two shows on Saturday 13 August.  Everyone who has seen the sneak previews 

is very excited about enjoying the full production at the Albany Town Hall.  This promises 

to be a tremendous event for the College community and I look forward to seeing families 

and friends out in force on the big day. 

 

Next week promises to be a big one with the Inter-House Athletics Carnival rescheduled 

for Wednesday 10 August due to upcoming weather. Parents and guardians have been 

informed by email and text message of the changed arrangements. This is another event 

where parents, guardians and friends are warmly welcomed to share in the life of the 

College and appreciate the whole hearted endeavours of our students and staff. Our chilly 

fingers are crossed that the favourable meteorological report for Wednesdays brings us 

nothing but sunshine. 

 

Mr Greg Cranwell - Head of Secondary  
 

The following students were awarded Merit Certificates at Wednesday’s Secondary School 

assembly for their outstanding academic effort, achievement and improvement during 

Semester One: 

 

 

 

 

Parish Notices 
 

Youth Mass Invitation 
You are all warmly invited to  

Youth Mass  
Saturday 6th August  

6pm  
at 

Holy Family Church 
 

 
 
Chaplain’s Corner 
By Fr Christian Saminal, 
OSJ 
 
We are now on our last week of our 
pilgrimage here in Poland. The 
experience is really moving, seeing so 
many young people from all corners 
of the world gather together in faith 
and love for God. 
 
Let us hear again from Megan Lynch 
with her personal experience of  
World Youth Day. 
 
 
Meg’s Memoir: 
World Youth Day week is an 
indescribable event that I will try to 
put into words but it’s nothing 
compared to actually being here and 
seeing it all with your own eyes. 
 
AGH University was our home for the 
week to all Australian pilgrims.  Each 
morning at 8.00am we had catechesis 
with different people speaking on the 
topic of mercy.  My favourite talk was 
from Cardinal Dolan as he spoke 
about a topic that really had an effect 
on me and he had a way with his 
words that reached out to people and 
caught their attention.  The other 
speakers made a few good points and 
others may have liked them better 
but to me Cardinal Dolan was the 
highlight of my catechesis. 
 
During our stay throughout World 
Youth Day we visited many shrines 
and churches. One of them being the 
Divine Mercy Shrine where we walked 
through the holy door and had some 
time to reflect and pray and take it all 
in. All the shrines and churches that 
we have been to in Poland have been 
amazing. One can really see all the 
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Secondary School News  

Zana Leusciatti George Ninte Mark Weldon 

Ashleigh Pritchard Telika O’Connell Luke De Jonge 

Emily Tucknott Eloise Smith Regan Anderson 

Lena Nguyen Nathan Foley Kaitlyn Dickson 

Tayla Jones Rebecca Berg Cionne Fage 

Grace Charles Tayla Brown Pratipan (William) Boontavee 

Ashton Wishart Shekira Gurney  Andrea Bombasi 

Abbie Tucknott James Morcom Jared Hayes 

Hannah McLean Charles Piercey Julia Walker 

Laura Parker Elizabeth Speldewinde Benedict Jackson 

Amy Evans Chloe Orzel Robert McLoughlin 

Ronan Stoner Jasmine Landells Mary Hunter 

Keren Conlan  Bianca Kennedy Hamish Walker 

Meleiha Spouse-Nastasi Indiarna McLeod Andrea Bombasi, 

Sophie Lynch Caiden Lionetti Jade Walker 

Kiara Harvey-Gimm Tane Weadon Brenen Fisher  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 

Secondary School News 
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love and effort people have put 
into them, showing how much 
their faith means to them and how 
much they love God. 
 
One of the best things that 
happened throughout the whole of 
World Youth Day was at the 
opening and closing Mass where 
we got to meet Papa Francesco 
(Pope Francis) and listen to his 
amazing speeches. The speech he 
made at the vigil was probably the 
best as he said "we did not come 
here to vegetate, to be numb, to 
be dazed, to be asleep. Life is 
beautiful as long as we want to live 
it, as long as we want to leave a 
mark. Basic human bridge-a hand 
shake is a start to leaving a mark." 
This made me stop and think about 
what I have done in my life so far 
and what plan I have , so I know 
that I’m living everyday to the 
fullest and that I’m not wasting a 
second of this life that God has 
given me. 

Kirstie Cooper Donley Paratore Sophie Genge  

Abby Fan Matilda Williams Noah Gibson 

Randy Nguyen Jack Stephens Jayden Heslop  

John Tran Shanayah Eastough Amy Hunter  

Charlie Wanden Jessica Pell Jeffy James 

Maria-Louise Saunders Jimmie Henny Grace Larham  

Bernice Wanden  Maddison Dallimore Jedsen McLeod  

Joe Alvin Jay Lionetti Shannon Ross  

Samuel Osborne Asha Wiegele Chloe Thomas  

Alicia Pascoe James Franklin Sally Thornton 

Sebastian Commons Amelia Theodore Laura McEwan 

Brianna Corbett Alex Winter Claire Martellotta 

Jacques Lamerand Michael Bales Chelsea Theodore  



 

Community Notices 
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 Healthy Bodies – for Families 

FREE nutrition program 
for 5 – 12 year olds who are above a healthy weight 

 
Sessions are held after school including: 

games and activities for children, interactive discussions for parents information on  
healthy foods, portion sizes, label reading, and effective ways to improve your child’s  

nutrition and physical activity. 
 

Children must be accompanied by an adult family member/carer 
 

Presented by a Dietitian, Physiotherapist & Allied Health Assistant from Population Health, Albany. 
 

3 week program commences **TBC** 2016  
 

(Term 4)  
All sessions are held 3:30pm-5:00pm 

at the Child Parent Centre in Mt Lockyer. 
Bookings essential – please call 9892 2499 

 
1st August 2016 
Dear Parent/Caregiver 
 

Whooping Cough  
 
 

There have been several confirmed whooping cough cases in the Albany region. 
 

Parents and care-givers are advised to watch for signs and symptoms of this infection and take any child, adolescent or adult showing 
symptoms of the disease to see a doctor for testing and possible antibiotic treatment.  
 

Symptoms of whooping cough include persistent coughing, breathing difficulties and often coughing to the point of vomiting. A flu-like ill-
ness may precede the coughing stage. Young infants and children may also make a ‘whooping’ sound during coughing bouts, but this sound 
does not always occur. 
 

Adolescents and adults can have the disease with the only symptom being a persistent cough lasting several weeks or months. It is im-
portant to have such coughs assessed by a doctor because if one person in the family has whooping cough, it is likely to spread to the rest 
of the family, including vulnerable young children. 
 

Whooping cough is a debilitating disease for young children who are not immunised and can be fatal in children under 2 years.  
 

Vaccination is the most important way of reducing pertussis in our community. 
 

If your child is due or overdue for his/her routine 4 year old booster vaccinations, please make an appointment to see your immunisa-
tion provider.  If you are unsure of your child’s vaccination status, please see your doctor or community immunisation provider for infor-
mation and vaccination if necessary. You can also call the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register on 1800 653 809. 
 

Should you require further information please contact the Public Health Unit – Kathleen Smedley on 98 427525  
 

Anne Taylor - A/Regional Disease Control and Immunisation Coordinator 
WACHS GS Population Health, Albany 6330 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 

Understanding Learning Difficulties 

 Parent Workshop 

Tuesday 13 September 6.00 – 7.30pm 

Ave Maria Chapel - St Joseph’s College 

 

A significant number of students struggle to develop the key academic skills of reading, writing and 
mathematics despite educational opportunities and parental support.  This can become apparent early 
in their school years or, in some cases, may not be evident until upper-primary or even secondary 
school.  For students and their families this can be extremely disheartening and can lead to low motiva-
tion and poor self-esteem. It is important to address learning difficulties as early as possible and to en-
sure that the most effective strategies are put in place. 
  
In this presentation some of the issues related to poor literacy and numeracy will be discussed includ-
ing:  processing difficulties; when and how to assess dyslexia, dysgraphia and dyscalculia; student self-
esteem and anxiety; and, effective intervention and accommodation. 
 
The DSF resource, ‘Understanding Learning Difficulties…a guide for parents’  will be referenced in the 
presentation.  
 
The presentation will run from 6.00pm to 7.00pm and will be followed by a Q & A session until 7.30pm. 
 

DSF would like to thank St Joseph’s College 
 for their generosity in hosting this session. 

https://dsf.net.au/Professional-Learning/understanding-learning-difficulties-a-guide-for-parents-4/ 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter                                                             Page 7 

https://dsf.net.au/Professional-Learning/understanding-learning-difficulties-a-guide-for-parents-4/

