
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community. 

 

Vale Selina Hill 

Ms Selina Hill was a member of staff at St Joseph’s College until the 

end of last year.  Throughout 2016 she has been on sick leave and 

this week she passed away.  The prayers and thoughts of all at St 

Joseph’s College are extended to her husband and family.  Mr David 

Hanna, an English teacher, wrote the following beautiful tribute 

about Ms Hill on behalf of the school community. 

 

It is with inexpressible sadness that our College community says farewell to Ms Selina 

Hill.  In Selina, we have lost a wonderful person and an invaluable resource in so many, 

many ways.  As some of us are no doubt aware, she was, in effect, the de facto Head of 

the English Department and her many years of teaching and administrative experience 

were evident in the progress of her students in the classroom and in her seizing the 

initiative to ensure that both students and teachers were equipped with up to date 

resources necessary for the Australian Curriculum.  It has become somewhat clichéd to 

state that a particular person was ‘tireless’ in her efforts but, with regard to Selina, 

that was certainly the impression her fellow staff members gained regarding the 

workload she took upon herself in the interests of the College.  One only has to think of 

her intensive engagement with the students in the lead up to, for example, the Year 

Eleven and Twelve College Ball to understand how enthusiastic and committed she was 

to making all go well on the night!  Another example was her editing and preparation 

of the College Annual, an exacting task which required persistent effort behind the 

scenes. Added to this, Selina initiated and ran the College debating teams who earned 

great credit in competition against other schools in the area. Similar commitment laced 

with much Christian compassion was evident in her role as a Year Coordinator where 

she always made time for students who needed her guidance.  As such, we know that 

she will be deeply missed by many students as a teacher, a counsellor and a kindly and 

caring human being.  For the staff, our loss is also manyfold: we have lost a friend, a 

professionally minded co-worker and the supportive presence of a fine human being 

who exemplified the Gospel values of our College Community.  With that in mind, we 
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From the Principal 

Confirmation Prayer  
 

May the Spirit of the Lord  
come into your heart as a  

gentle Gift of Peace. 
 

May He bless you  
on your Confirmation Day  

and all the days of your life. 
Amen. 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Sat 27 August 

 St Vincent de Paul 50th Anniversary 
Mass 10.30am, HFC  

 

Sun 28 August 

 Sacrament of Confirmation, 9.30am, 
HFC 

 

Mon 29 August - 2 September 

 OLNA Testing 
 

Tues 30 August 

 Eagles Cup Football 4pm 
 

Wed 31 August 

 JS Father’s Day Breakfast/Liturgy 

 Yr 1 Visit to Middleton Beach 
 

Thur 1 September 

 Yr 10 Teen Mental Health First Aid 
 

Fri 2 September 

 Steve Dougherty’s Guitar Students’ 
Concert. Session One: 5.45-6.45pm, 
Session Two:  7pm - 8pm, Ave Maria 
Chapel 

Sat 3 September 

 Youth Mass, 6pm HFC 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 3 - Week  6                         Friday, 26 August 2016 

General Information  
 

 Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 
   (Leave a message as requested)  
 

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Mr Greg Cranwell  
 

 Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

WEEK 7 

absent
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should all of us remember that our lives here on earth are but a temporary, training phase 

for lives infinitely free of suffering and eternal beyond this ‘Vale of Tears’.  Our sadness, 

though inevitable, should thus be tempered with the knowledge of and the hope in the life 

everlasting. Selina ‘ran the course’ both in education and in life in so many admirable ways 

that space prevents a full and sufficiently laudatory account.  Let us rest assured, therefore, 

that our esteemed teacher and colleague, though now departed from us, rests at peace not 

only with us in loving memory but with God in the spirit.   

 

 

Over the past few weeks the Olympic games have 

dominated the media. Whilst some of the highlights 

have related to sporting prowess, one particular event 

pictured showcased the Human Spirit at its most 

loving; something every student, staff member and 

parent at St Joseph’s College should strive to emulate 

each day. 
 

The above incident illustrated to a worldwide audience that despite the medal glory often 

associated with the Olympic Games, there is a bigger picture to consider. After they both 

fell, rather than leaving American athlete Abbey D’Agostino in her wake, New Zealander 

Nikki Hamblin stayed to help her ‘rival’ to her feet. This moment and their emotional 

embrace upon finishing the race captured the hearts of millions. 
 

This image serves as a powerful reminder to all in the St Joseph’s community that it is not 

where we finish in the race that matters insomuch as ‘how’ we finish the race. Our challenge 

each day is to develop the capacity to show love and reach out to those in our community. 
 

This Sunday nine of our Year Seven students will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 

the Holy Family Church at 9.30 am. Thank you to Mrs Palfrey, Mrs Tompkin and Mrs 

McCormack for the enormous amount of time and effort given to preparing the students 

and/or ceremony. The College is also grateful to Bishop Holohan for leading our ceremony 

and for his unique ways of affirming our students on their commitment to receive the 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Thank you to Mrs Mielens and the members of Junior School 

who will sing in the choir. 
 

This week six Junior School students became Australian citizens. Congratulations: Azriel, 

Shey and Ziv Habal, Bloosom and Armaan Dayal and Basia Shiji.  All at St Joseph’s College 

extend their best wishes to you on this special occasion. 
 

Each morning and afternoon, a large number of cars are present in the top car park. Like all 

schools, congestion is at its worst at the beginning and end of each day.  On the whole the 

traffic flows relatively smoothly, however there are times where patience is required. Staff 

are on duty in the car park either assisting at the crosswalk or ensuring cars keep moving in 

the drop off bays.  I would ask all parents to follow the directions of the teachers on duty; 

please remember they are simply doing their job! Courtesy from both pedestrians and 

drivers is always appreciated. 

 

Wish all in our community a safe and rewarding week! 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning 

Principal 

General Notices 

 

Canteen News 

Tuesday’s special will be chicken 

and vegetable vol au vent for 

$4.50 per serve. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cycling Stars 

Congratulations to Jess Waldron, 

Lachlan Waldron and Riley Heslop 

who all competed at the recent 

State Junior Road Cycling 

Championships.  Jess won bronze 

medals in both the Under 15 girls 

road race and time trial, Riley 

placed 5th in both the road race 

and time trial and Lachlan was 6th 

in the road race and 9th in the time 

trial. 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical 
Education Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report  

 

Mr Dougherty’s Guitar 

Students’ Concert 
 

Friday, 2 September 2016 
 

Session One:  5.45pm - 6.45pm 
Session Two:  7.00pm - 8.00pm 

 

Ave Maria Chapel 
St Joseph’s College 

 
All welcome! 

Free Entry 



Book Week  

The Theme for Book Week this year was “Australia: Story Country”.   
 

Many of the shortlisted books were read to students in the Junior School classes and they 

were able to vote for their favourite book.  Many of the Junior School classes headed off on 

an excursion to the Albany Town Library to take part in Book Week activities.   
 

During Book Week the students in Junior School invited a family member to their Library 

class where Miss Bishopp shared her expertise as a Library teacher with a PowerPoint 

presentation about the importance of shared reading.  She demonstrated reading aloud and 

discussed some of the techniques for promoting a love of reading at home.  These sessions 

proved to be very popular and the children enjoyed showing their family member their new 

Library and the Book Week displays which had been created by the Library staff.  The family 

member was then invited to stay for morning/afternoon tea. 
 

Of course the highlight of Book Week was the Book Week Parade which took place on 

Wednesday 24 August at 9.00am in the College Gym.  This is a whole College event and is 

always well patronized.  There was a huge turnout of students in their costumes many of 

which were homemade imaginative creations.  Needless to say the judges were under the 

pump and struggled to choose a winner for each year.  Each year level paraded around the 

gym twice accompanied by boppy, happy music provided by Mrs Goodlad.  There was a 

huge turnout of staff involved this year.  It was marvellous to see so many parents at the 

parade.  Thank you to the ladies from the Parents and Friends for their support with their 

delicious coffee and cakes. 
 

Here are the winners of each year level for the 2016 Book Week Parade.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Jude Wiegele - Librarian 

 

College Notices Book Week 
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Year  Student Name Book Character 

KK Willow Bennett The Paper Bag Princess 

PP Connor Gorman The Good Dinosaur 

1 Hayley Poett The Wild Things 

2 Charles Brooksbank Geronimo Stilton 

3 Jade Durack 
Jacob Lee 

Alice in Wonderland 
The Green Sheep 

4 Ebony Barker Cockatoo Calling 

5 Kadee Walker Pinocchio 

6 Toby Wiseman The Mad Hatter 

7 Charlie Wanden The Magic School Bus 

8 Nathan Foley The Tardis/  Dr Who 

9 Zana Leusciatti The Mad Hatter 

10 Chloe Scott Emperor’s New Groove 

11 Zara Leusciatti Mary Poppins 

12 Tempeny Gurney Ugly Duckling 

JS STAFF Mandi Smith Feathers for Phoebe 

MS/SS Staff Greg Cranwell The Hunchback of Notre-dame 



Eagles Cup Report 

The St Joseph’s College Eagles Cup team headed to the Albany Senior High School oval for 

their semi-final versus Albany Primary School.  In the most delightful afternoon of football 

seen all season the two sides played great football from the first bounce.  St Joseph’s 

dominated possession in the first quarter but were unable to convert that into scoreboard 

pressure.  The usual suspects Malachi Stanton, Tom Grimes and Ella Doyle were dominant 

from the midfield but the Albany Primary defence were relentless in their rebound. 

 

A move into the ruck saw Lachlan Edwards more involved in the play and he was supported 

by Noah Dupuy and Tayah Dallimore with some superb football.  Liam Durack was providing 

a great option up forward and when he goaled in the final quarter it looked like we were in 

with a chance but the final siren came too early. 

 

The final score was Albany Primary 6.9.45 to St Joseph’s 3.5.23 

 

Goal scorers:  Bree Gates-Pass, Liam Durack, Harper O’Donnell. 

 

St Joseph’s will play off in the 7th vs 8th final on Tuesday 30 August at 4.00pm at the Auskick 

grounds on the corner of North and Campbell Roads. 

 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical Education Teacher  

 

ACC Athletics  

Team selections for the Associated and Catholic Colleges Athletics Carnival have been 

completed and the team is in preparation for the carnival in Perth on Monday 5 

September.  The team trained on Tuesday afternoon under the watchful eye of Miss 

Hancock and Mr Benari and will complete their final training session on Tuesday 30 

August.  We wish them the best of success in the endeavours.   An information letter and 

permission note were sent home with students this week.  Please ensure the Permission 

Note and Medical Form are returned by Wednesday, 31 August. 

 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical Education Teacher  

 

Youth on Health Festival 

Earlier this week, our Drama club participated in our final performance of Sixteen in Ten 

Minutes or Less at the Youth on Health (YOH) Festival.  We received a certificate for 

"Innovative Performance".  We enjoyed ourselves immensely; one of the cast even said that 

“It was the best moment of her life”.  This experience has ignited the spark for the actors 

within us, which we were thrilled to share with each other.  We have all come such a long 

way; from students who barely knew who walked down the corridor to becoming best of 

friends.  We’ve laughed, we’ve rehearsed hard and we came together as a team.  We’re all 

bittersweet that the whole process is over, but now look forward to writing play scripts to 

enter for next year’s YOH Festival. 

 

 

College Notices P & F News 

Thank you to everyone who 

supported the Book Fair and 

ordered from this Term’s  Book 

Club. 

 

The College took delivery of nearly 

$3,000 in great resources for our 

students.   

 

Below is a photo of the goodies we 

received.   

Mrs Amanda Thompson - 

Committee 

 

 

Parish Notices 

 

Celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, 28 August  
at  

9.30am 
Holy Family Church 

 
Bishop Gerard Holohan 

(Celebrant) 
 

All are warmly invited to join us in 
this special celebration as a sign of 

encouragement and support to 
those involved. 

 
We look forward to seeing you all. 

 
 
 
 

Secondary School News  
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I’d like to say thank you to everyone who supported us along the way, especially to: 

 Mr Habal – our brilliant Director whose advice along the way will forever be 

cherished 

 Erika Demarteau – our ‘friendship glue’ and valuable Stage Manager 

 Mrs Goodlad – our “Jeff” bark and wonderful props organiser 

 Miss West – our own fantastic personal makeup artist and Stage Manager 

 Mrs Wright – also our makeup and cupcake queen 

 

And I’d personally like to say thank you to the audience. The cast still receives an 

occasional giggle down the halls when people comment on our characters and 

congratulate us on the performance. 

 

By:  Zara Leusciatti - Year Eleven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
By Fr. Christian Saminal, 
OSJ 
 
Do you know what Sacrament of 
Confirmation is? 
 
According to the website of the 
Archdiocese of Adelaide, the 
Sacrament of Confirmation is the 
second of the three sacraments 
of initiation.  Confirmation is a 
Catholic Sacrament of mature 
Christian commitment and a 
deepening of baptismal gifts.  
Confirmation perfects our 
baptism and brings us the graces 
of the Holy Spirit that were 
granted to the Apostles on 
Pentecost Sunday.  It is most 
often associated with the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Sacrament of Confirmation 
completes the Sacrament of 
Baptism.  If Baptism is the 
sacrament of re-birth to a new 
and supernatural life, 
Confirmation is the sacrament of 
maturity and coming of age.  
Confirmation is a sacrament of 
empowerment.  It gives the 
strength to follow Jesus and to 
become involved in the mission, 
which Jesus left to the Church.  
 
Confirmation is a true sacrament 
instituted by Christ and different 
from Baptism. It is administered 
by laying-on of hands and 
anointing with chrism 
accompanied by prayer. All 
baptized persons can and should 
be confirmed. The effect of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation is to 
give strength in faith and for the 
confession of faith and to 
impress an indelible character.  
 
This weekend, we are so blessed, 
for there are good numbers of 
our students who will be 
receiving this gift.  We 
congratulate them for their 
desire to express their maturity 
in faith, and also to keep them in 
our prayers that they may 
continue to persevere in 
recognising the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit for them.  
 

Secondary School News  

Reminder:  VacSwim October  
Enrolments Close on  
Monday 29 August 

 
It is important for every child to learn 
to swim and develop essential water 
safety skills. VacSwim offers affordable 
school holiday swimming lessons run 
by qualified instructors at a range of 
locations throughout the state.   
 
To enrol or find out more, please visit 
education.wa.edu.au/swimming. 

SWIM SCHOOL  
PRE-SCHOOL 

HOLIDAY SWIM  
LESSONS 

 
ALAC Swim School will be offering a holi-
day swim program for pre-school aged 
children. 
 
Running in line with Vacswim, this pro-
gram is the perfect way to build on the 
swimming skills children have developed 
throughout the school term, or to give 
them some extra practice during the holi-
days.  
 
Bookings for this Holiday Swim Program 
are now open – as places in these pro-
grams are limited and very popular – ear-
ly registration is recommended to secure 
your place. 
 
Please contact Nola and Casey at Swim 
School on 98442274 or email alacswim-
school@albany.wa.gov.au should you wish 
to enrol in this program or have any  
further queries. 

 

http://www.education.wa.edu.au/swimming
mailto:alacswimschool@albany.wa.gov.au
mailto:alacswimschool@albany.wa.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


