
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community. 

 

Our Year Twelve students celebrated the conclusion of their secondary education on 

Wednesday with several events.  The day commenced with a cooked breakfast 

consisting of pancakes, bacon and eggs.  Later there was a very entertaining game of 

Big Base Softball between the students and staff which the entire student body from 

Pre-Primary to Year Twelve enjoyed.  In the evening there was a formal graduation 

liturgy in the Holy Family Church.  This was a lovely ceremony which was enhanced by 

the presence of parents, friends and staff. Incorporated into this ceremony was the 

presentation of the St Joseph’s Cups to the graduands which is a departing tradition.  A 

supper prepared by the Year Eleven students and photo show then occurred in the 

Junior School Undercover area.  A well-deserved thank you is extended to a number of 

staff for the many extra hours that went in to making this final day for Year Twelve so 

enjoyable! 

 

I was extremely proud of the way our Year Twelve students concluded their time at St 

Joseph’s College.  Their departure included a high level of respect and dignity for all in 

our community and for this reason the parents of the students should be very proud 

of their sons and daughters.  Congratulations to our graduating students: Paige Aggiss, 

Hamish Anderson, Rebecca Berg, Chloe Bickerdike, Hannah Bond, James Bott, Renee 

Channing, Grace Charles, Philip Ciulla, Luke De Jonge, Erika Demarteau, Connor Doak, 

Jasmine Dunn, Cionne Fage, Joseph Gorman, Nathan Griffiths, Tempeny Gurney, 

Madeleine Jones, Caiden Lionetti, Tamara Lowry, Megan Lynch, Cody Marsden, Kealen 

Oorschot, Darcy Piercey, Sidney Pritchard, Sian Ransley, Damon Scamozzi, Casey 

Shields, Ashleigh Smith, Jack Steel, Pongpon Thongdeesan, Taliah Williamson and 

Megan Winter. 

 

There is a confirmed case of chicken pox in Year Seven.  If your child experiences mild 

flu-like symptoms, including: feeling sick, a high temperature, aching muscles, 

headache, generally feeling unwell and loss of appetite, please consult a doctor. 
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From the Principal 

Graduation Benediction Prayer  
 

On this your day of graduation may God's blessing rest upon you.  

May his love light up your life.  

May hope spring from your hearts as you look towards tomorrow.  

May your days be filled with great adventures and discoveries,  

and may you live, love and give of your best to the glory  

of our eternal Father.  

 

Amen 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Sat 22 October 

 Family Mass/Commitment for 
Reconciliation, 6.00pm HFC 

 
Mon 24 October 

 Talented Young Writers’ Day Yr 9-12 
(8.30am-2.00pm) @ GSG 

 
Tues 25 October 

 Talented Young Writers’ Day Yr 6-8 
(8.30am-2.00pm)@ GSG 

 Presentation Night - Yr 7 - 12 
7.00pm, Gymnasium  

 GSSSA Yr 8 - 10 Basketball Carnival  
 
Wed 26 October 

 JS Liturgy 9.00am 

 Yr 11 Geography Excursion 

31 October 

 Yr 12 Written WACE Examinations 
Commence 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 4 - Week 2                      Friday, 21 October  2016 

General Information  
 

 Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 
   (Leave a message as requested)  
 

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Mr Greg Cranwell  
 

 Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

WEEK  3 

WEEK  3 

absent
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Our annual Presentation Night, next Tuesday evening, will showcase the hard work that has 

been completed in the secondary section of St Joseph’s College this year.  All families from 

Year Seven to Year Twelve are invited to attend Presentation Evening which commences at 

7.00 pm in the College gymnasium.  Year Seven, Eight and Nine families please return the 

note regarding the food item to be provided for the supper ASAP. 

 

In this final term for the year, there is a tendency for students to set their sights and make a 

mad dash for the finish, putting off any improvements to their strategies and practices until 

next year. Starting fresh in the new year sounds like a plan, but in reality it’s more like 

procrastination. It’s never too late (or too early) to make some minor tweaks. Right now is 

the perfect time to look at how we currently do things, to start to put in place good habits or 

techniques and to assess the impact these changes can make on a chosen area.  Keep in 

mind that it’s often a whole lot of little things that add up to a positive change.  Students 

who make modest changes in areas such as exercise and sleep routines, seeking assistance 

from teachers or preparing for assessments ahead of time, for example, could accumulate a 

noticeable improvement to their academic performance over these last weeks.  

 

An IMPORTANT message from St Joseph’s College Board …  

In recent years, information technology has made its presence felt in all our homes and 

impacts on our family life like never before.  There are so many opportunities opening up for 

our children to explore in the new world of technology with many of them having their own 

personal computer and access to an entirely new online environment.  Often when the 

children are quiet and focused on their computer screens it can be a time for us, as parents, 

to draw breath, relax and refocus … however do we really understand the cyber 

environment they are entering as impressionable young people? 

The internet has so much to offer us and more importantly our children, who are very keen 

to explore it.  Learning to surf the net safely is critical to protecting our children.  Finding 

relevant learning opportunities here in Albany to enable us to better understand the cyber 

environment and the dangers our children can encounter is a challenge. 

 

On Monday evening 7 November 2016 at St Joseph’s College, the Board of St Joseph’s 

College is hosting a free parent information session designed to help parents learn how to 

surf the internet safely … an opportunity not to be missed.  The presentation will be 

delivered by Mr Paul Litherland, born and raised in Albany, before working extensively in 

Perth in the area of Technology Crime.  He specialised in online crime, fraud and predatory 

internet behaviour.  Paul now focuses on educating people like us about the practical ways 

we can assist our children and provide some protection through greater internet knowledge 

and awareness.   

 

Opportunities such as this are few and far between in Albany so please take a moment to 

seriously consider this one-and-a-half-hour investment in your children’s future.  The 

information is relevant for everyone, no matter what age or stage your children are at.  

Please come along and learn simple, practical ways to protect and stay connected with your 

children whilst surfing the internet. 

Please ring the College Office and confirm your attendance at this event before Friday 4 

November. 

 

 

General Notices 

 

TravelSmart to School 

 

During Term Four, Junior School 

students have the opportunity to 

enter a TravelSmart quiz each 

week to win a double pass for a 

free swim at the Albany Leisure 

and Aquatic Centre.  This week’s 

question is: 

 

Q:  What are three benefits to the 

school of having less students 

driving to school? 

 

 

Students can place their answer in 

a specially marked box located in 

the Junior School Library during 

lunch time on Tuesday and 

Thursday or during their Library 

Class.   

 

Stay tuned for next week’s 

question. 

 

 

Canteen News 

Tuesday’s special will be Croissants 

with a choice of fillings:  Ham and 

Cheese or Chicken, Cheese and 

Mayonnaise for $4.50. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report  



In the final week of last term, the students participated in the lap-a-thon and five kilometre 

race.  This fundraising event raised approximately $5,000 which will be used to construct 

wheelchairs for impoverished disabled children in poor countries.  Well done to all students 

on a great effort! 

 

On Tuesday 22 November, the College Board and P&F of St Joseph’s College will be holding 

their AGM commencing at 7:00pm in the Administration Block.  Parents are invited to apply 

for the College Board and P&F Executive on the nomination forms sent to all families this 

week.  Please return these forms by 18 November, 2016.  In order to bring additional 

prosperity to our College, the Board and P&F require parents who are enthusiastic and 

keen for St Joseph’s College to flourish. 

 

St Joseph’s College is completing a preliminary study of our community to determine the 

level of interest in establishing After School Care (ASC) in the future.  Should the feedback 

be positive, the College will then commence developing a financial plan which is essential 

to gaining permission.  At this stage, assuming all goes well, the earliest After School Care 

could be provided at St Joseph’s College would be Semester Two 2017.  Further up-dates to 

parents will be given based on the results of this initial survey.  After School Care would 

only be for students attending St Joseph’s College and parents should expect the cost to be 

commensurate with other agencies providing a similar service. 

 

This survey has been posted to all families and needs to be returned to the College Office 

by Friday 18 November, 2016. 

Wising all in our community a safe and rewarding week. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning - Principal 

 

 

College Art Exhibition 

On Monday evening the College opened the Art Exhibition with light 

refreshments and a fabulous display of students’ art works.  It was 

wonderful to see parents and children coming to admire the 

exhibition.  Thank you to the Grounds and Teaching staff for helping 

set up the displays.   

Mrs Julia Goodlad - Art Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Notices 

College Art Exhibition 
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Talented Young Writers' Programme for 2016  - Term Four  

A reminder to the students who are enrolled in the Talented Young 

Writers' Programme for 2016, your last workshop is coming up. 

 

 Venue: Great Southern Grammar  

 Author: Catherine Bateson 

 Date:   Year Nine - Twelve  Monday 24 October 

            Year Six - Eight  Tuesday 25 October 

 

Information was mailed home to participants last year and in Term 1, however if you should 

need this information again please Direqt Message or see me in Room 300 or the Drama 

Room.  

Mr Richard Habal - English and Drama Teacher  

 

Congratulations! 

In May, students had the opportunity to enter the Scholastic National Family Reading 

Month.  Georgia Ninte in Year Four Gold was one of the top twenty reading champions in 

Western Australia.  She will hopefully be able to choose more books to read as she was 

awarded with $100 worth of gift vouchers from Scholastic. 

 

World Teachers’ Day 

On Friday 28 October we celebrate World Teachers’ Day at the College.  We all thrive on 

encouragement and an acknowledgement of when we are doing a good job.  I encourage 

you to take the opportunity to maybe pop a note in your child’s diary or drop a message 

through SEQTA letting the staff know how much you appreciate the work that they do each 

and every day with your children. 

 

Hats 

We are finding that a number of students do not have a hat.  Hats must be worn for all 

outdoor activities during Term Four.  Please ensure your child’s hat is clearly marked with 

their name. 

Mrs Erica Mielens - Head of Junior School 

From Head of Secondary 

This week saw the College celebrate the formal graduation of our Year Twelve class of 2016.  

Preparations for the day began months ago, with the Year Twelves playing a prominent role 

in transforming the occasion from previous years.  A large number of people were a part of 

the teams that made the day a huge success, and the students, staff and grounds men are 

due an enormous debt of gratitude. 

 

The day began with a breakfast for Year Eleven and Twelve students.  A select group of Year 

Ten culinary ninjas ensured that everyone was fed bacon and eggs, not to mention fluffy 

pancakes topped with copious amounts of maple syrup.  Teachers of the students also 

College Notices P & F News 

 

Message from P&F  

What a special week this has been.  

Monday we presented Caris Fisher 

with her P & F House Point prize for 

Year Four to Six for Term Three.   

 

The presentations 

continued on 

Wednesday night 

with our President 

Kylie Leusciatti 

presenting our 

graduating Year 

Twelve students of 

2016 with a memento from the 

Parent and Friends  to remember 

their time at St Joseph’s College.  

This was a lovely evening and as a 

parent of younger students, I find it 

very reassuring watching these 

young men and women complete 

their time here.  They are a fine 

representation of what you can 

achieve with some dedication and a 

positive attitude. 

 

It also has to be mentioned that the 

Year Eleven students who 

organised and served the supper 

did a great job.  They were 

confident and efficient young 

people.  

 

Scholastic 

Thank you for the orders so far.  

You can still submit online orders 

through LOOP at anytime.  

Remember 20% of the purchase 

price comes back to the College in 

products for our students.  Thank 

you for your support. 

Mrs Amanda Thompson - P&F 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

Secondary School News  
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enjoyed this bounteous feast, as well as some other characters who were flushed out by 

the smell of bacon in the morning.  Mr Trafalski donated teddy bears for the Year Twelves 

to scribble sweet and not so sweet nothings to each other on, before they headed up to 

practise for the evening mass. 

 

Big base softball may not yet be an Olympic sport, but it 

certainly has potential if the annual Leavers vs Staff game is 

anything to go by.  Blessed with warm and humid weather, 

the entire College from Pre-Primary - Year Twelve perched 

themselves, with rare impunity from staff admonishment, 

on the bank of the Mike Biddulph Oval.  Backgrounded by Oyster Harbour and sweeping 

green hills, Megan Winter and Joseph Gorman made their final address to the whole 

College, with their wisdom, humour and a slight twinge of sorrow lingering only briefly 

before the charged atmosphere of competition swallowed it whole. Ignorance or 

indifference to the rules by both sets of combatants only added to the fun and hilarity of 

the event, as did the seemingly continuous supply of water filled weapons wielded by the 

Leavers. Under the selectively watchful eye of referee Ms van Hulssen, the teams battled 

out a close encounter. Darcy Piercey’s incisive commentary ensured that the contestants, 

rules and score remained sufficiently nebulous to hold the interest of the crowd and 

encourage some innovative strategic ploys. The greasing of home plate by Year Twelve 

students, and the outright theft of second base by Mrs Bennett and an unidentified 

accomplice were two such ploys. The accomplice, I am told, was the victim of a mostly 

unprovoked body charge by Pongpon Thongdeesan early in the game, and will be 

undertaking a gruelling rehabilitation programme in order to regain fitness in time for 

next year’s event.  

 

After exacting preparations, the Graduation Mass was a 

meaningful and emotional celebration of the Year Twelves and 

their time at the College.  The readings by students, staff and 

parents were heartfelt. The symbols let all those present share in 

the experience of being a student of St Joseph’s College, and 

more broadly, a young person on the cusp of entering the next phase of their lives. We 

were privileged to be reacquainted with the musical gifts of Cionne Fage and Joseph 

Gorman; their music adding another dimension to the powerful service. After the 

presentation of the cups by Mrs Kylie Leusciatti on behalf of the P&F, the Graduating 

Class of 2016 stood before the College and were blessed with our prayers; prayers that 

we will continue to make for these students long after they have left the College. 

 

The supper was provided and served dutifully by the Year Eleven students while proud 

families mingled and laughed with the staff who have been a part of their children’s lives 

for, in most cases, many years.  The Junior School Undercover Area was an ideal setting 

for the occasion, and upon entering, the spread of 

food and spectacular cake, generously donated by 

Rechelle Wright, made a wonderful picture.  More 

pictures, also wonderful in their own way, featured 

in the Powerpoint and video of the students. 

  

Secondary School News  
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Family Mass 

Saturday, 22 October 2016 

6.00 pm 

Holy Family Church 

 

All families are invited, especially 

those whose children will be 

making a commitment to their 

First Reconciliation. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at 

this special time. 

 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
Fr Randolf, OSJ 
The Year Twelve 
students are 
leaving the confines of the school 
premises.  I remember the days 
of my own graduations.  Yes 
graduations, during my 
elementary days as we call it 
from Year One to Year Six I was 
so excited to graduate and move 
forward to the next level, High 
School Year Seven to Year Ten.  
After that I was so excited to 
obtain my Bachelor’s Degree in 
Philosophy.  We are all exited to 
move forward and start a new 
chapter of our lives.  But you 
must always remember that 
moving forward means being 
next in line.  Hence the 
primordial question would be, 
what is life to offer you when you 
grow old?  What is there to look 
forward to?    You don’t need to 
be too conventional, be so 
radical.  These are questions you 
have to face in the cycle we call 
life, you are next in line.  As you 
go along the way leaving your 
home for a couple of years, you 
must not forget the hard earned 
values your alma mater has 
taught you.  Remember always 
to love God and hold dear to 
Him.  The faith in you must 
always flame in your hearts.  You 



Watching these with the students and their families is a reminder of how far these young 

men and women have come from their very cute beginnings.  It is a reminder of the amazing 

amount of time and effort that parents, guardians, families and teachers have put into these 

individuals over the years. The sum of these efforts is not always readily apparent from test 

to test, week to week or term to term, and it is easy to be frustrated and lose heart when 

there is little outward sign of growth.  The beauty of significant events in our lives, like 

graduation, is that they force us to do something that we should all do more often; to step 

back and take in a bigger picture, a picture that can easily be lost in the minutiae of our 

everyday struggles. From this viewpoint, pattern and meaning become clearer, and we can 

be grateful for the events and people that have shaped us on our human journey.  This 

year’s Graduation Day certainly afforded all those present a perspective from which to sit 

back and reflect in this way. There are many days when I never suspected it would be so, but 

as I look at a picture of this year’s graduating class, I am grateful that they have been a part 

of my life, and for what I have learned from them. One lesson is to always keep a watchful 

eye out, predominantly for water balloons and random pictures of George Clooney and 

Russell Coight.  The more significant lesson they have taught me is to maintain faith in the 

infinite potential inherent in people; in time, it will be rewarded. I know that everyone at St 

Joseph’s College is proud of all our Year Twelve  students and that they join me in wishing 

them the very best for the years to come. 

Mr Greg Cranwell - Head of Secondary  

 

Tips to help you and your child through exam stress:  Article from Parent and Friends 

Federation of WA inc.  Click link below. 

http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au/docs/links/Tentipstohelpyourchildthroughexamstress.pdf 

Secondary School News  
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are graduates of an institution 
endowed of extra ordinary 
visions.  You must be the 
significant mark of change in the 
society.  
 
No matter how far you will go, 
remember that you have a home 
here in Albany waiting for you at 
St Joseph’s College. At the end of 
the day you will all go back to the 
roots of the tree from where you 
branch out. Home will always be 
there ready to welcome you and 
care for you no matter who you 
are or what you are in the near 
future. Life will not always be 
kind.  But remember it does not 
matter how hard you fall but how 
you keep moving forward no 
matter how hard it is. 
  
Lastly the most important thing 
in life is not what you have or 
how much you earned, but how 
truly human you are in all things 
as you develop yourself as the 
image of God.  How you live your 
faith and the values your alma 
mater taught you.  Because being 
truly human in the image of God 
is a happiness that no wealth can 
buy.  Good luck Year Twelve,  
salute, cheers, tagay and see you 
all soon… 

http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au/docs/links/Tentipstohelpyourchildthroughexamstress.pdf

