
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College 

Community. 

 

Our Junior School Presentation and Christmas Night on Tuesday was an 
outstanding success. There were in excess of six hundred parents, 
grandparents and family friends in attendance. The evening celebrated the 
Christmas season and the achievements of Junior School students. The Year 
Six student leaders did an outstanding job as the masters of ceremony for the 
evening; thank you Ella, Tom, Georgia and Jack. A large number of parents 
have personally contacted me highlighting how much they enjoyed the 
evening and the strong presence of St Joseph’s spirit. Well done to the Junior 
School students and staff for their items and to Mrs Mielens for coordinating 
the event. 
 
Junior School reports have been sent home via SEQTA to parents. Secondary 
reports will be on line later next week. If parents should have the need to 
contact or meet with staff, they will be on-site at St Joseph’s College from 
Monday 12 December until Friday 16 December, engaged in a number of 
activities that will ultimately see our College organised and ready for 2017. 
 
Our Thanksgiving Mass was a beautiful celebration on Wednesday morning. 
Students and staff openly gave thanks for the many blessings that have been 
bestowed on St Joseph’s College this year, particularly from those in our 
community who have given of their time and effort to extend the educational 
experience and our sense of community. I wish to applaud the reverence 
displayed by our students which has improved immensely over the course of 
the year. 

Publication Date 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

Prayer  - End of the School Year 
 

God of wisdom, We thank you for all the gifts you have given us  

throughout this school year.  

We praise you for giving us life, for saving us in Christ, 

and for choosing us to be your people.   

As we come to the end of this school year,  

we voice our gratitude for the good things you have done in us,  

and we praise you for all who have shared in the work of this school.   

We ask you to bless them in your love and give them refreshment and peace.   

We praise you, God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

who lives and reigns forever and ever.  

 

Amen.  

 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Sun 11 December 

 Holy Family Parish Christmas Party 
following the 9.30am Mass, (11am 
College Gym) 

 
Fri 16 December 

 Staff Last Day 
 

School Holidays 
16 December 2016 - 31 January 2017 

 

2017 
 

Mon 30 January 

 Pupil Free Day 
 
Tues 31 January 

 Pupil Free Day 
 
Wed 1 February 

 Students commence Term 1 
 
 
 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 4 - Week 9                                  Friday, 9 December 2016 

General Information  
 

 Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

 Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 
   (Leave a message as requested)  
 

 Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

 Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

 Head of Secondary 
 Mr Greg Cranwell  
 

 Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

 Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

WEEK  10 

absent
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has made this year 
what it has been. St Joseph’s College is fortunate to have a committed group of staff 
who seek to provide our students with an enriching academic and pastoral 
experience. Mrs Bain and Miss Wilson are taking twelve months leave and are 
wished well in their extended time away from St Joseph’s College. Mrs Edwards and 
Mrs Naughton are not returning to the College next year. Both are thanked for the 
considerable effort they have given to the students in their care. Mrs Gibbs has 
been at the College for a number of years teaching piano. Her students have been 
appreciative of her expertise and Mrs Gibbs is wished happiness as she relocates to 
a new town. Mr Cranwell’s time as Acting Head of Secondary concludes. His 
contribution to the running of the College has been appreciated particularly in 
relation to reporting and timetabling. Over the holidays, Miss Hancock will be 
married. From all at St Joseph’s College, she and her fiancé are wished every 
happiness on their special day and for the years ahead. 
 
In order to send one or more children to St Joseph’s College is quite expensive. The 
school is open to all families providing the Catholic ethos is supported. As a 
commitment to our families, the College is seeking ways to reduce the costs of 
educating a child or children and for this reason there will be no increase in 
Kindergarten to Year 12 tuition fees in 2017. If fees do pose a difficulty at any point 
please do make an appointment to see me; assistance is always available. Next year 
there will be no split classes in the Junior School resulting in the creation of two 
extra classes. The consequence of this decision is class sizes being smaller; welcome 
news to all parents I’m sure. 
 
Thank you to the many families that donated items of food to the St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Appeal. The generosity of our school community has been amazing! A 
large number of items were collected and these will certainly provide Christmas 
cheer to a number of needy families in Albany. 
 
As the end of the school year concludes, it is important that school fees are 

finalised. This is essential where families are not returning to St Joseph’s College 

next year. Please remember that changing schools does NOT mean unpaid school 

fees disappear. As stated in our Fee Collection Policy, St Joseph’s College will use a 

debt collection agency to obtain outstanding monies where requests for an 

interview are ignored. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all families a very happy and holy 

Christmas. May your travels be safe and your blessings many. I look forward to a 

rewarding and prosperous new year for St Joseph’s College in 2017. 

Wishing all in our community a holy Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 

 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning 

Principal 

General Notices 

 

Holiday Office Hours  

The Administration Office will close 

on Friday, 23 December 2016 at 

midday and reopen on Tuesday, 

3 January 2017. 

 

With the exception of Public 

Holidays, the Office will be open all 

holidays except the above dates. 

 

Stationery Lists for 2017 

Stationery requirements for 

students from Years Pre-Primary - 

Twelve are now available from the 

College Website or you can click on 

the link below from Albany Office 

Products Depot who will pick and 

pack your online orders:  

www.albanyopd.com.au/

booklists  

 

Albany Office Products Depot offer 

same day service (or 24 hour 

turnaround worse-case scenario), 

plus parents are given the option 

to store stationery lists until the 

customer is ready to collect.  

 

 

 

College Annual 

The College Annual was distributed 

to students this week.  Please 

check your child’s school bag if you 

have not seen it.  They were 

distributed to the youngest child in 

the family.  Annuals will be posted 

to students who have left the 

College or who are in Three Year 

Old Programme with no older 

sibling at the school. 

 

Principal’s Report  

http://www.albanyopd.com.au/booklists
http://www.albanyopd.com.au/booklists


Smalley’s Swim for Charity 

The Saints Swim club held their annual lap-a-thon and windup on Thursday 24 November 

at the Albany Leisure and Aquatic Centre.  The lap-a-thon is named in memory of former 

staff member and long term Swim Club coach, Steve Small, who was a huge advocate of 

the lap-a-thon.  The swimmers from Years Three - Eleven did a fantastic job of swimming 

an amazing total of 2,142 laps in the two hour lap-a-thon.  The swimmers managed to raise 

$581.00 which will go towards the St Vincent De Paul Society’s Christmas Appeal.  Thank 

you to all the swimmers for a very successful year of swimming and the Committee looks 

forward to your return in 2017. 

 

Any families interested in more information about the Saints Swim Club can contact club 

President, Sam Jones, on 0439 525 205. 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Saints Swim Club Coach  

 

 

Thank you 

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to the staff parents and students who have played 

an important part in the continued development of the Junior School of St Joseph's College 

in 2016.  There have been a number of changes this year and we are looking forward to 

continued growth in 2017.  I would like to wish you all a very blessed Christmas and a 

prosperous 2017. 

 

Christmas Concert and Presentation Night 

The staff and students of the Junior School are to be congratulated on the work and effort 

that was put into the inaugural Christmas Concert and Presentation Night.  It was 

wonderful to see the number of parents and extended family members who were able to 

enjoy the evening with us.  There were so many ‘stars of the show’ that if I were to start 

naming them I would run out of room in the newsletter.  I would also like to congratulate 

the award winners who are named below. 

 

Class    Award     Recipient 

Pre Primary Blue  Christian Citizenship   Elsie Clayton 

Pre Primary Blue  Endeavour    Stella Cuthbert 

Pre Primary Gold  Christian Citizenship   Sophie Burns 

Pre Primary Gold  Endeavour    William Geurts 

Year One   Achievement (English)  Kasia Boccomazzo 

Year One   Achievement (Mathematics) Brayden Allen 

Year One Blue  Christian Citizenship   Aerith David 

Year One Blue  Endeavour    Zackeriah McNamara-Baxter 

Year One Gold  Christian Citizenship   Ambrose Clayton 

Year One Gold  Endeavour    Sophie Speldewinde 

Year Two   Achievement (English)  Joshua Hanbury 

Year Two   Achievement (Mathematics) Andrei Bombasi 

Year Two Blue  Christian Citizenship   Nina Ribicic 

Year Two Blue  Endeavour    Harrison Palmer 

College Notices St Vincent de Paul Society’s  

Christmas Appeal 

 

Thank you to families who 

supported this years’ Christmas 

Appeal for the St Vincent de Paul 

Society.  

 

The food donations were most 

appreciated and collected by Mr 

John Kelly, Kath and Dennis Robb 

from the Society yesterday.  The 

goods will be distributed to needy 

families at Christmas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Kelly, Kath and Dennis Robb with 
Year Seven students Asha Wiegele and 

Ashton Wishart 

 

Instrumental Music  
Tuition 2017 

Enrolment forms are now available 
for the 2017 Music Tuition 
Programme.   The College will be 
offering the following instrumental 
tuition next year: 

 Piano (Years 3-12) 

 Guitar (Years 4-12) 

 Rock Drumming (Years 7-12) 

 African Drumming (Years 3-12) 

 Violin (Years 3-12) 
 

Please download the information 
letter and Enrolment Form by either 
clicking on the links below or direct  
from the College Website or forms 
may be collected from the College 
Office. 
 

http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au/

docs/MusicEnrolmentForm2017.pdf 

 

http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au/

docs/

MusicProgramme2017letter.pdf 
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Year Three   Achievement (English)  Abbey O’Donnell 

Year Three   Achievement (Mathematics) Josh Tagimacruz 

Year Two/Three Gold Christian Citizenship   Tatum Whalley 

Year Two/Three Gold Endeavour    Oliver Pass 

Year Three Blue  Christian Citizenship   Bethany Hyde 

Year Three Blue  Endeavour    Max Grimes 

Year Four   Achievement (English)  Emilie Speldewinde 

Year Four   Achievement (Mathematics) Tessa Wiseman 

Year Four Blue  Christian Citizenship   Arna Franklin 

Year Four Blue  Endeavour    Isaiah McLeod 

Year Four Gold  Christian Citizenship   Estelle Russell 

Year Four Gold  Endeavour    Natchaya Boontavee 

Year Five   Achievement (Mathematics) Jack Tran 

Year Five   Achievement (English)  Harper O’Donnell 

Year Five Blue  Christian Citizenship   Chantelle Heslop 

Year Five Blue  Endeavour    Jacob Ball 

Year Six   Achievement (Mathematics) Benjamin Zambonetti 

Year Six   Achievement (English)  Ella Doyle 

Year Five/Six Gold  Christian Citizenship   Georgia Bennett 

Year Five/Six Gold  Endeavour    Kadee Walker 

Year Six Blue   Christian Citizenship   Madison Meyer 

Year Six Blue   Endeavour    Jack Carberry 

 

Year Six Specialist Awards 

Physical Education   Ella Doyle 

Visual Art    Ashli Koufou 

Italian     Georgia Clark 

Design & Technology  Tom Grimes 

Science    Tayah Dallimore 

Catherine Tassiker Music Award Bree Gates- Pass 

 

 

Staffing 2017 

Please find below the teachers who have been allocated to classes for 2017: 

 

Three Year Old Kindergarten:  Ms Peta Curtin 

Kindergarten (Blue & Gold):  Mrs Deb Neil 

Pre Primary Blue:  Mrs Mandi Smith 

Pre Primary Gold:  Mrs Amanda Piercey (four days) & Mrs Alexis Mercado (one day) 

Year One Blue:  Mrs Lorna Cassell 

Year Two Blue:  Mrs Kelly Shepherd (four days) & Miss Sarah Lister (one day) 

Year Two Gold:  Mrs Kelly Meyer (four days) & Miss Sarah Lister (one day) 

Year Three Blue:  Mrs Colleen McGlade (four days) & Mrs Erica Mielens (one day) 

Year Three Gold:  Mrs Jude Boston 

Year Four Blue:  Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh 

Year Four Gold:  Mrs Trish Hines 

Year Five Blue:  Mrs Jen Grimes 

P & F News 

 
House Point Winners 

 
Pre-Primary - Year Three: 

Aerith David 
 

Year Four - Six: Tinotenda Chiware 
 
Year Seven - Nine: Abbey Barker 
 
Year Ten - Twelve:  Sophie Lynch 

 
Congratulations to our prize 

winners! 
 

The P & F would like to thank 
everyone who has helped in any way 
throughout 2016. 
 
We are so fortunate at St Joseph’s 
College to have such a supportive 
community and this support has 
been shown in many ways. 
 
To all staff, students and families of 
the College, Merry Christmas and 
have a safe and happy break.  See 
you all in 2017. 
P & F Committee 

 

 

Parish Notices 

 

The Holy Family Parish’s 

Children’s Christmas Eve Mass  
on 

Saturday 24th December  
at 6 pm. 

 

invites all the shepherds and angels 

to assist with a  

Nativity re-enactment. 
 

Rehearsals are at 9am, Wednesday 

21st and Friday 23rd of December  

at the Holy Family Church. 

 
For further inquiries please ring: 

Tanya Culloton on 9844 1916 or 

Marinela Vanni on 0468 703 161 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Junior School News  
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Year Five Gold:  Ms Tanya Della Bosca 

Year Six Blue:  Mr Jim Morcom (four days) & Mrs Jessica Cramer (one day) 

Year Six Gold:  Mrs Chris Palfrey (four days) & Miss Katherine Hancock/Miss Sarah 

Lister (one day) 

 

Specialist Teachers: 

 

Learning Support Coordinator & Years Four – Six Teacher:  Mrs Sarah Sloan 

Learning Support Teacher Years One – Three:  Mrs Alexis Mercado 

Physical Education & Library/ICT:  Miss Katherine Hancock 

ICT/Library:  Mrs Alexis Mercado & Mrs Jude Wiegele 

LOTE (Italian):  Signorina Hiedi Rowe 

Visual Art:  Mrs Julia Goodlad & Mr Steve Scanlon 

Music Pre Primary – Year Four & Junior School Choir:  Mrs Sue Findlay 

Drama Years Five & Six:  Mr Richard Habal 

Design & Technology Years Five & Six:  Mr Glyn Benari 

 

As we have new families enrolling right up to the commencement of the new school 

year we are unable to advise you as to which class your child will be in until the Friday 

prior to school commencing in 2017.  The staff work tirelessly to ensure that your 

child’s needs – academically, socially, emotionally, physically and spiritually are all 

taken into account when making recommendations for class placements. 

Mrs Erica Mielens - Head of Junior School 

 

From the Head of Secondary 

In an ideal society, the overall aim of education is that all the members of a school 

community become agents for humanising transformation in the world; that our 

actions build respectful relationships with people and enhance the capacity of those 

whose lives we influence to grow toward their infinite potential.  This places our 

common humanity at the centre of education and provides an integrating, guiding 

purpose to the collective efforts of everyone involved in a school; teachers, students, 

parents and families and the local and global communities that we inhabit.  With this 

goal in mind, the learning and development of every individual is both valuable and 

valued; we all have a vested interest in helping each other to be better.  The further 

our abilities and talents are developed, the greater the impact we can make on the 

world. 

 

In 2016, students in the secondary school have taken the opportunity to challenge 

themselves by their participation and perseverance across a broad range of events and 

activities where members of our College community have demonstrated and 

developed their skill, flair, teamwork and heart; they have impacted on the world. 

Throughout the year, we have acknowledged outstanding achievement in sports, 

performing arts and leadership at secondary assemblies and in newsletters, but it is 

crucial to recognise that the prerequisite for all these successes is the willingness of 

Junior School News  
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Fr Randolf, OSJ 
 
Christmas is now just at 
our door steps.  This is a cheerful 
time for us, a time to see some 
relatives and friends, to receive gifts 
and most of all to go on holidays.  
This is the happiest season of all.  But 
we must not secularize this 
important event so much.  We must 
remember that this event has a 
religious meaning that we Christians 
celebrate.  The joy of this Christmas 
season is the gift of love, hope and 
faith of the God who created us and 
where love saved us.  We must first 
and foremost consider that above all 
secular preparations what is 
important is the spiritual aspect of 
this event.  This is the time we try to 
be more human, to try more to sense 
something mystical in our lives.  It 
may sound funny but it is much more 
funny if we ourselves as mere 
chemicals and product of evolution 
or everything we experience are 
mere emotional imbalance.  
Everything in this place has been 
reduce to something that can be 

Secondary School News  

 

Holy Family Catholic Parish 
 

Invites 

 

All Parishioners &  

St Joseph’s College  

Communities 

 

to the  

Parish Christmas Party 
 

To be held in the 

 

St Joseph’s College  

Gymnasium 
Martin Road, Albany 

 

On  

Sunday, 11 December 2016 

 

At approximately 11.00am 
(Following the 9.30am Mass) 

 

Please bring a plate of food  

for a shared lunch. 

 

All family, friends and  

children welcome! 

 
Children can enjoy the use of the new 

playground outside the  

Gymnasium 



our students to “have a go” and the time and care that staff and guardians put into nurturing 

and developing the vast talents and abilities of all our students. 

 

We are fortunate at St Joseph’s to have teachers who are leaders in the school; they are role 

models in the patience and kindness they show to all their students, and in their willingness 

to explore, risk and learn.  The adults in our College revel in their environment; we must be 

proponents of joy.  We must laugh.  As Patch Adams reflected, if we look like we are having 

fun, it gives our children a reason to grow up.  When I walk through hallways and 

classrooms, I see fun aplenty. 

 

As the Christmas season rolls around, we invariably reflect on the year that has passed.  

2016 has been one of change and transition, and not without moments of great sadness.  It 

is often these that place all else in perspective and remind us to be grateful for the people in 

our lives.  I will take this final opportunity in 2016 to thank all the members of our 

community for the time, effort and care they have given to each other.  I trust the break will 

be a time of rest, family and togetherness for all of us.  Have a peaceful and merry 

Christmas! 

Mr Greg Cranwell - Head of Secondary   

 

Year Ten Dinner 

On Monday night the Year Ten class attended a dinner at Le Grande Motel.  Everyone 

dressed in their finest and demonstrated well practised etiquette skills during the night.  The 

evening commenced with everyone gathering in the restaurant.  We sat down to eat first 

course, Potato and Leek soup.  Once we had our first course we were able to get up and 

mingle with other students.  For our second course we had a choice between Chicken 

Parmigiana or Snapper Fillet.  There was then a short break for dancing and Pavlova with 

fruit was served for dessert, wrapping up the night.  Thank you to everyone who came and 

to those who contributed to making the night so enjoyable.  

Year Ten Dinner Committee 

Amelia Theodore, Kayla Wright, Meleiha Spouse-Nastassi and Kelly Mokrzycki 

 

CCA Bushrangers 

The CCA Bushrangers celebrated a semester of hard work with 

a traditional Christmas Bush Picnic last Wednesday.  Stories 

were shared, songs sung and plenty of food eaten as the CCA 

Bushrangers reflected on their achievements this semester.  

These included: plenty of weeds and rubbish being removed 

from the College bush, building two nature paths, plastic 

sampling at Middleton Beach and plant identification.  

Students would like to thank ex-student Professor Harriet 

Paterson from UWA Albany for coordinating the plastic 

sampling, Year Twelve student Sidney Pritchard for providing 

aerial (drone) photographs of the bush area, Nick West and 

David Pickering (College Groundsmen) for their assistance and 

expertise especially with the bonfire and finally a special thanks to Brooks Garden 

Woolworths for their generous donation of lots of fresh produce to make the Bush Picnic a 

gastronomical feast! 

Mr Crowe and Mr Wiegele - CCA Bushranger Teachers 
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observed and touched.  We lost 
the mystery of personhood that 
we have.  We are embodied spirits 
and we are not just products of 
something in this material world.  
This is the moment to try once 
more to dwell in the divine,  
experience, the mystical and 
spiritual realm that we are in.  
Thus we may understand more 
who we are and where we will go.  
The meaning of life, to learn to 
hope in times of difficulties and 
more so, faith in love in times of 
desperate situations because once 
in human history God intervened 
in order to give life and meaning 
to our being.   
 

 

 

 

 

Year Ten Dinner 

Secondary School News  



 

Inter-School Athletics 

The Year Seven - Ten Athletics team had an outstanding day at Tuesday’s Great Southern Inter-School Athletics carnival.  The 

team topped off a great year with first place from the six schools in the B Division Carnival to follow on from their win in the 

ACC Carnival in September.  With ten schools competing, travelling from as far away as Katanning and Esperance, the carnival 

is a massive event.  Once again it was the depth of the team that stood out with fantastic results coming across all age 

groups.  Congratulations to the following students who were recognised for their outstanding individual efforts on the day. 

 

Olivia McEwan – Year Seven Champion Girl 

Maddison Doyle – Year Eight Runner-Up Champion Girl 

Laura McEwan – Year Nine – Runner-Up Champion Girl 

Jared Wiegele - Year Nine – Champion Boy 

Sophie Lynch - Year Ten – Champion Girl 

 

New carnival records 

Olivia McEwan Year Seven Girls 200m 29.77sec 

     Long Jump 4.28m 

     400m 1:10.27sec 

     100m 14.15sec 

     1500m 6:03.67sec 

Siena Gatti Year Seven Girls  Discus 18.69m 

Flynn Turton Year Eight Boys 800m 2:20.42sec 

     400m 59.00sec 

Ella Scamozzi Year Nine Girls 800m 2:40.47sec 

Laura McEwan Year Nine Girls 200m 29.19sec 

     400m 1:06.09sec 

Jared Wiegele Year Nine Boys 800m 2:17.25sec 

     400m 55:91.00sec 

     Long Jump 5.37m 

Sophie Lynch Year Ten Girls  400m 1:09.28sec 

Year Seven Girls   4x100m relay 1:01.18sec 

Year Nine Boys   4x100m relay 51.11sec 

 

Mr Paul O’Donnell - Physical Education Teacher  

 

Secondary School News  
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Community Notices 

Albany Light Opera and  

Theatre Company 

Presents 

 
SOUND OF MUSIC - INFORMATION NIGHT  

on  
Wednesday, 18th January 2017  

starting at 7.00 pm at the Port Theatre. 
Provisional workshops and auditions  

later in January.  
More details and ‘like’ to keep updated 

www.facebook.com/
AlbanyLightOperaTheatreCompany  

 
Performance dates – 5th till 27th May (11 shows).  

Some basic info on https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/The_Sound_of_Music 

Dyslexia SPELD Foundation  
Literacy & Clinical services  

(Albany Clinic)  
 

will be running two literacy courses  
in Term 1 next year.   
 

 Reading Comprehension Strategies;  
 Writing Better Sentences    
   aimed at students in Years 4-5 and Years 6-7. 

 
For more information please click on the link below: 

http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au/docs/
readingcourse.pdf 
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Christmas Timetable 2016 
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