
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families, Students and Members of our College Community. 
 

Advent marks the start of the Christmas season. The word Advent, from Latin means 

the “Coming”. It is a time of spiritual reflection as well as happiness and anticipation. 

This is the time we prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. The first 

and most important thing we can do to prepare our children for Advent is to prepare 

ourselves first. After all, if we are impatient and short tempered and pressured by all 

the busyness of this season – we won’t be very good at teaching our children anything 

about quiet, expectant waiting. If they never hear us talk about what we long for from 

the Lord, how will they learn about this kind of longing? And, if they hear “the coming 

of Jesus” spoken about at church, and at school, but they never hear us talk about the 

meaning of the coming of Jesus for us, what kind of message will we be giving them? 

Of course, our children will be watching us and listening to us – what we say and do, 

and what we fail to say and do. So, the first thing we can give our children is our own 

commitment to enter Advent as deeply as we can. We want to clear our own spirits so 

that we can be present to theirs. The graces we receive can be the graces we share 

with them. 

 

Our Year Six Graduation Mass is less than a week away and is a celebration of all that 

the graduation students and their families have contributed to our community. It is 

also an opportunity to ask for a special blessing on the students as they move to 

Middle School, and to the adventures ahead. Please come along to support the 

students. The Mass is at 9.00am in the Holy Family Church. There will be a morning tea 

for parents following the Mass in the Junior School Undercover area. 

 

On Thursday 22 February 2018 the Queen’s Baton Relay is coming to Albany and St 

Joseph’s College has been selected as the location where the journey will begin; 

certainly a great honour! An official ceremony will be held in the gymnasium and 
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Prayer  
 

Joy-filled Giver of Life 

Let the anticipation of your birth 

Fill us with overflowing joy. 

May our excitement and anticipation 

Be a sign to the world 

That you are always near. 

Amen. 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Sun 2 December 

 JS Choir Performance at Peter Watson’s 
Christmas Concert, 2.00pm, Gymnasium  

 

Mon 4 December 

 Three Year Old Kindy End of Year 
Presentation and Christmas Party, 
10.30am 

 Year 10 Dinner - Motel Le Grande, 5.30pm 
- 7.30pm  

 

Tues 5 December 

 Year 7-10 Inter-School Athletics  

 JS Christmas and Presentation Night, 
5.30pm 

 

Wed 6 December 

 Yr 6 End of Primary School Mass, Lunch 
and Activity Afternoon 

 

Thurs 7 December 

 Kindy Blue Nativity Concert and Tea, 
1.30pm 

 
Fri 8 December 

 Thanks Giving Mass, HFC, 9am 

 Kindy Gold Nativity Concert and Tea, 
1.30pm 

 MS/SS Summer Sports Carnival, 1.30pm 

 JS Hey, Hey It’s the Last Day Concert, 
10.30am  
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families will be welcome to attend. This event will require our community to show the 

spirit of St Joseph’s College as we seek to have all students at school a little earlier than 

usual and deal with road closures in the neighbourhood. Further details will be provided to 

all families at the beginning of next year.  

 

On behalf of our school and staff I warmly invite all parents to attend an end of year 

morning tea on Friday 8 December. If you have contributed to the school in any way this 

year, big or small, in or out of the classroom, please come along as we say ‘Thanks’ for 

every volunteer at our school who has made St Joseph’s College an amazing community in 

2017. The details are  

 

 Thanksgiving Mass at 9.00 am in Holy Family Church 

 Morning Tea in the Junior School Undercover Area at 10.00 am 

 ‘Hey, Hey It’s the Last Day’ at 10.30 am in the Junior School Undercover Area 

 

All parents are asked to assist in ensuring the safety of members of the St Joseph’s 

community in the school carpark and on the surrounding roads. To assist with traffic flow, 

drivers entering the school carpark must travel slowly and if waiting for children must use 

a permanent parking bay. The drop off bays are only for parents who remain in their car 

and whose child is already waiting on the footpath to be collected. If your child is not 

present, then you must drive on to allow others access. Stopping your car anywhere in the 

carpark that is not a designated parking space to collect children is extremely unsafe and is 

not to occur under any circumstance. If asked by a staff member to move their car, all 

parents will be polite and follow the given instruction. The College also expects all drivers 

to be courteous to each other. 

I would like to recognise the wonderful contribution that our retiring Science teacher, Mr 

Herb Wiegele has made over the past thirty-seven years at St Joseph’s College. Mr 

Wiegele’s enthusiasm for Science will be missed and we wish him all the best for the 

coming years as he concludes his career this week.  

Enrolment enquires and application forms continue to be received by the College which is 

particularly heartening and several classes are close to have a waiting list as I seek to keep 

their size limited. There are some vacancies across several year groups so if you know of 

families contemplating sending their child(ren) to St Joseph’s College please encourage 

them to lodge an application form ASAP. 

There are so many ‘good things’ happening in our school due to the efforts of so many 

people; seek to be one of those people in the coming week! 

 
 
 

Mr Mark Browning 
Principal 

General Notices 
 

 
Music Programme 2018 
Enrolments are now open for the 
2018 Instrumental Programme. 
 
The College will be offering the 
following instrumental tuition: 

 Piano 

 Guitar 

 African drums 

 Rock drums 

 Violin 
 
Please refer to the College website 
for further information and an 
enrolment form.  
 
Albany Dance Club Donation 

Tayah Dallimore and James Franklin  

accepted a donation on behalf of 

the College from Rainbow City 

Dance Club.  The Rainbow City 

Dance Club held their Annual 

Festival in October in the College 

Gymnasium.  

Principal’s Report  

Office Hours 
Christmas Holidays  

2017 - 2018  
 

St Joseph’s College is trialling new 
holiday  

office hours for the coming  
Christmas Holidays. 

 
The office will be closed from : 
Wednesday 20 December 2017 

and reopen on  
Monday 22 January 2019. 

 
The office will be open from: 

Monday 8 January to Friday 19 
January,  but will be operating on 

a skeleton staff only. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leading Lights  

Catholic Education Western Australia is developing a new world class digital ecosystem 

called Leading Lights, designed to help every student to achieve their full potential. 

 

St Joseph’s College will begin phase two of the migration to Leading Lights during the 

January holiday period.  Every student computer will need to be reconfigured to operate 

with the Leading Lights ecosystem.  Please follow the instructions below to ensure your 

computer is ready for Leading Lights and the 2018 School Year. 

 

Copy all data you wish to keep to an external USB storage device (USB 

Stick, Portable HDD). 

Hand your computer with charger to St Joseph’s College Reception or IT 

Office prior to 12 January 2018. (The College will be closed from 20 

December to 7 January)  

 

The St Joseph’s College IT staff will configure your computer for the Leading Lights system 

and in some cases data may be lost, it is very important you backup your data as above.  

 

If you have any questions regarding Leading Lights please contact our IT Manager Dave 

Polette (david.polette@cewa.edu.au).             http://www.leadinglights.cewa.edu.au 

Mr Dave Polette - Information Technology Manager 

 

 

 

Emily Heads to Fiji 

Emily Tucknott, 2017 Year Twelve 

Graduate, left the safe shores of 

Australia last weekend to work for 

the International Volunteering Head 

Quarters (IVHQ) in Fiji.  She will be 

working with disadvantaged 

children in various childcare and 

community support programs for 

three weeks. A wonderful, generous 

and humbling commitment by Emily 

before she returns to Albany to 

work with Dew Dallimore 

Accountants.  

Mr Michael Crowe - De Vialar 2 

Home Room 
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College Notices 

St Vincent de Paul Society’s 
Christmas Appeal  

 
This year the prefects will be running the appeal, collecting 

non-perishable food, drinks and presents for those who 
are less fortunate. 

 
Non-perishable foods include: 

Long-life custards and jellies, sweet and savoury biscuits, soft drinks, potato 
chips or and Christmas related foods and items (eg Christmas crackers, fruit 

cakes, fruit mince pies, tinned fruit) 
 

Collection points for Senior School students is your Home Room  
teacher or the Library. 

Junior School students can place their donations  
in their classrooms. 

 
Presents can also be brought in for people of every age.   

These are to be wrapped up with a tag stating the gender and age group your 
gift is intended for. 

 

Final collection day is Friday, 1 December (Week 8) 

 
(Please donate and make someone who is  

less fortunate this Christmas special!) 

Holy Family Catholic Parish 
 

Invites 

 

All Parishioners &  

St Joseph’s College  

Communities 

 

to the  

Parish Christmas Party 
 

To be held in the 

 

St Joseph’s College  

Gymnasium 
Martin Road, Albany 

 

On  

Sunday, 17 December 2017 

 

At approximately 10.30am 
(Following the 9.30am Mass) 

 

Please bring a plate of food  

for a shared lunch. 

 

All family, friends and  

children welcome! 

mailto:david.polette@cewa.edu.au
http://www.leadinglights.cewa.edu.au


Inter-School Athletics Carnival 

The 2017 Albany District Primary Schools Sports Association (ADPSSA) Inter School Athletics 

Carnival was held on Tuesday 28 November.  It was great to see students from all four 

participating schools competing fiercely against each other for a chance to be named 

champion school for 2017.  St Joseph's College was well represented across all year levels 

with several students taking out individual awards.  The final results were very close and 

while St Joseph's College was ahead for much of the day we were unfortunately just behind 

Great Southern Grammar at the end of the day.   

 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all staff and parents who helped out on the day – 

without your assistance these events would not be possible.  

 

Final Results: 

Great Southern Grammar           568 

St Joseph's College                        557 

Bethel Christian School                391 

Parklands School                           276 

 

Individual Awards: 

Year 3 Runner up Champion Girl              Violet Clark 

Year 4 Champion Boy                                 Oliver Pass 

Year 4 Runner up Champion Girl              Demi Burns 

Year 5 Runner up Champion Girl              Ebony Barker 

Year 6 Champion Boy                                  Logan Lionetti 

Year 6   Champion Girl                                Erika Porritt 

 

Mr Glenn Scarterfield – Junior School Physical Education Teacher 

From Head of Secondary 

The big item on the Secondary School calendar for this week has been the Year Nine Outdoor 

Education Camp. Students travelled to Perkins beach to set up their tents at Camp Kennedy. 

Students participated in a variety of events including leadership activities, theatre sports, 

surfing and canoeing. Students there also listened to the speeches from prospective House 

leaders and have duly voted. I am sure we will know the results shortly. Thanks to all the 

teachers who have made this event possible – Mrs Trichilo, Mrs Tompkin, Mr Habal, Mr 

O’Donnell, Mr Long, Mr Benari and Mrs Jendrzejczak.  A special thank you to Ms Van Hulssen 

as camp organiser. 

 

This week students who have completed their Certificate II in Sport and Recreation ran the 

Year Ten and Year Eight Physical Education classes.  What a great opportunity to put the skills 

learned into action.  Well done. 

 

Year Ten students are getting excited about their special event next week.  All students are 

invited to attend the Year Ten Dinner to be held at Le Grande on Monday evening.  Here’s an 

opportunity to actually sit at the dinner table to enjoy a meal as well as practice table 

etiquette and manners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Fr Randolf Subiaco 

 

 

With the advent of the landmark 

legislations of euthanasia and 

same sex marriage society will be 

different in all  aspects.  Hence in 

all of these events no one can 

legislate morality in terms of 

human law.  In Jurisprudence it is 

clear not all who legislate laws 

have a moral aim in mind. In 

identifying the claim of these laws, 

we shall look into the language 

used. These laws only put 

obligations, powers, permissions 

and liabilities and so on. As such 

these laws are not morally binding 

in terms of religious beliefs, 

personal opinion and moral values 

held by a particular group or 

person. Rather they stay in the 

realm of legality and civil 

obligations. Hence in short, these 

laws only put legal norms. 

Moreover, in all the moral bidding 

of the law it must be just and 

equal for all persons.  

 

For the Catholic faithful who 

uphold the moral teachings of the 

Church, it must be remembered 

that values, morality and truth are 

a categorical reality which can 

never be altered. To exercise it is a 

human right, to up hold and live it 

is a Christian witnessing. There are 

a lot of laws. St. Thomas Aquinas 

categorised them into Eternal, 

Divine, Natural and Human law. 

Respect to law is absolute but 

obedience to Eternal and Divine 

Law would always be absolute for 

it is what constitutes morality and 

values. 

  
 

Secondary School News  
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Junior School News  



Year Nine students had their final session with the Pre-primary children. Year Nine have been assisting the younger students to 

develop their gross motor skills. This has been a fantastic opportunity for some interaction and for the older students to learn 

the value of helping others. 

 

Students from across the College participated this week in the Saint’s Swim Club lap-a-thon. Glad it was them and not me. 

 

Staff have been busy this week and last preparing the reports for students in Year Seven to Eleven. These will be available to 

parents in the week of 11th December. 

Ms Susan Alderman - Head of Secondary 

 

Year Eight School Vaccination Programme 

The 2018 WA School Based Immunisation Programme will be offered at your school by the local community school health 

immunisation nurses.  These vaccinations are free to all Year Eight students and will be undertaken in Terms One and Four. 

 

The schedule is as follows: 

 Gardasil 9 is the new HPV (human papilloma virus) vaccination and will be given in a 2-dose schedule in Terms One and 

Four. 

 Diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine (whooping cough) will be given in Term One. 

 Vaccination consent forms will be sent home with students early in Term One 2018.   

 

Parents/legal guardians are asked to complete and sign the forms and return them to the school.  Even if you are not 

consenting to your child receiving the vaccines, please return the form. 

 

If you do not receive a vaccination consent form for your child, please ask at the school office for one.  An information 

pamphlet is included in the envelope.  Immunisation forms are to be returned to school as soon as possible for checking.  

 

Any queries regarding the immunisation programme please contact Sally Moir on 9842 7526.  If your child is not vaccinated at 

school they can come to our immunisation clinic at the Albany Health Campus.  No cost is involved.  Phone 9892 2499 for an 

appointment. 

Sally Moir | School Nurse | Immunisation  
WA Country Health Service - Great Southern 
T: 08 9842 7526   E: sally.moir@health.wa.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Notices 

Middle School News  
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An Invitation 
 

The Holy Family Parish are inviting children to play  
essential roles  

for the Nativity re-enactment  
at the beginning of the 

 
Christmas Eve Mass 

Sunday 24th December at 6.00pm 
 

There will be 3 rehearsals starting from  
9am until 10am.  

 
The dates of the rehearsals are:  
Tuesday 19th, Thursday 21st and  

Saturday the 23rd of December at the Holy Family Church.   
 

For further inquiries please ring either: 
Tanya Culloton 0448 611 418,   Anne Smith 0478 616 137 or    

Helen Anderson 98474898. 

mailto:sally.moir@health.wa.gov.au


 

 
 

Community Notices 
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Dental Therapy Centre opening hours during school holidays. 

Spencer Park Dental Therapy Centre will be closed from Thursday 21st December until Monday 22nd January 2018.  If your child 

requires emergency dental treatment please contact Albany General Dental Clinic on 9842 2211 from 8:15am to 4:30pm.  For 

emergencies outside of these hours, please contact your own private dentist or Albany Regional Hospital on 9892 2222.  

 

Your child will be eligible to attend a Dental Therapy Centre from ages 5 to 17.  If you no longer intend to use our service please 

let us know as soon as possible as your valuable appointment could be used by someone else. 

 

All appointments are now sent to your home address. If you have moved in the last few years we may not have your correct 

address and your child could miss out on their check-up, please contact us to update your details either by phone: 9841 3967 or 

e-mail: spencerparkdtc@dental.health.wa.gov.au 

 

Dental Therapy Staff wish you a Merry Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year! 
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