
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication Date 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Joy-filled Giver of Life 

Let the anticipation of your birth 

Fill us with overflowing joy. 

May our excitement and anticipation 

Be a sign to the world 

That you are always near. 

Amen. 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Mon December 3 

• Year 10 Dinner (Motel Le Grande 5.30-

7.30pm) 

Tues December 4 

• Years 7-10 Inter-School Athletics Carnival 

Wed December 5 

• Year 10 Teen Mental Health First Aid     

(9-10.15am) 

• JS Christmas Concert and Presentation 

Night (5.30-7.30pm) 

Thurs December 6 

• MS/SS Assembly (Period 6) 

• Kindy Blue Nativity Concert and 

Afternoon Tea (1.30pm) 

Fri December 7 

• Whole School Thanksgiving Mass (Holy 

Family Church 9am) 

• PP—Year Ten Sausage Sizzle Lunch 

• JS ‘Hey Hey It’s The Last Day’ Concert 

• MS/SS Multi-Sport Competition 

• Kindy Gold Nativity Concert and 

Afternoon Tea (1.30pm) 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 

Term 4  - Week 8                       Friday, 30 November 2018 

General Information  
 

• Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

• Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 
   (Leave a message as requested)  
 

• Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
 

• Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

• Head of Secondary 
 Ms Susan Alderman 
 

• Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

• Business Manager 
Mr Nial Twigger 

WEEK  9 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Parishioners, 

 

Advent marks the beginning of the Church’s new year and commences this weekend. It 

is the season of waiting and preparation for the coming of Christ. The word ‘advent’ 

means ‘coming’. One of the symbols of 

Christmas is the Advent wreath. Lighting the 

candles on the wreath symbolise the coming 

of light (Jesus) into the world. The first candle 

(violet) represents hope, the second (violet) 

represents peace, the third (rose) represents 

joy, and the fourth (violet) represents love. 

The central white candle is lit on Christmas 

Day and represents Christ. 

The Advent wreath is a reminder of how 

much we want hope, peace, joy and love at St 

Joseph’s College and in the wider community. 

 

Our Year Six Graduation Mass was celebrated today and reflected the joy that the 

graduation students and their families have contributed to our community. It was also 

an opportunity to ask for a special blessing on the students as they move to Middle 

School, and to the adventures ahead. Mrs Palfrey did a wonderful job of preparing this 

liturgy. Following the Mass there was a beautiful morning tea for the students and 

their families to highlight the specialness of this occasion. There was an outstanding 

turn-out of parents, family and friends at this event .  

Thank you one and all for coming! 

 

Our Junior School students were extremely excited yesterday afternoon when they 

were announced the winners of the Inter-School Athletics Carnival. There were many 

absent
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students who gave their all in their events and every point assisted the final score.  

Congratulations to every student for the excellent sportsmanship on the day. Thank you to 

Mr Scarterfield for coordinating the carnival and the staff who assisted. 

 

Congratulations to Father Randolf Subiaco, our College Chaplain, on his appointment as  

Parish Priest to Mount Barker/Denmark commencing late in January 2019. St Joseph’s  

College will have a new College Chaplain in 2019. 

 

With the conclusion of the school year, a number of staff will be leaving St Joseph’s College.  

Some are retiring, others are seeking a life away from teaching, some are moving out of the  

area and for others their short-term contract has concluded. Some of these staff have been 

at Joseph’s College for many years and others have been here only a couple of terms.  

Regardless of the length of service, each has contributed to the holistic development of our 

students and the overall richness of our College in  general.  

May the future direction of their lives be one of good health, well deserved happiness and   

overall satisfaction for a job well done.  

 

Farewell: 
 

Junior School:         Mrs Lock, Mr Scarterfield and Mr Findlay. 
 

Secondary School: Ms Alderman (Leave), Mr Hanna, Ms van Hulssen, Mrs McCormack,  

                                  Mr Benari (Leave), Mr Stone, Mr Angeles, Mrs Smith and  

                                  Mrs Jendrzejczak. 
 

Other:                       Father Randolf Subiaco, Mrs Cameron, Mrs Hyde and Mrs Limondin. 

 

The following staff will be returning from leave in 2019:  

           Mr Morcom, Mr Palmer, Mrs Palmer and Mrs Boston.  
 

On behalf of our school and staff I warmly invite all parents to attend an end of year morning 

tea on Friday 7 December. If you have contributed to the school in any way this year, big or 

small, in or out of the classroom, please come along as we say ‘Thanks’ for making St  

Joseph’s College an amazing community in 2018.  

The details are : 

• Thanksgiving Mass at 9.00 am in Holy Family Church 

• Morning Tea in the Junior School Undercover Area at 10.00 am 

• ‘Hey, Hey It’s the Last Day’ at 10.30 am in the Junior School Undercover Area 

If you planning to attend this event, please RSVP the College Office. 
 

Next Friday 7 December (final day of term) there will be a communal barbecue for all  

students from Kindergarten to Year Ten. Each student will receive a sausage sizzle and an ice 

cream. There will be no charge as the barbecue is to thank the students for their hard work 

and enthusiasm throughout the year. If a student doesn’t eat meat, they can bring lunch 

from home as normal or please ring the College Office, so an alternative meal can be  

organised. 
 

The students of St Joseph’s College have many talents and it is always encouraging to  

discover students taking on new opportunities when these situations arise. Recently  

Titan Hawkins-Puls travelled to Singapore to play soccer and had such an amazing  

experience.  

Important Dates Coming Up 

Continued 

Tuesday 11 December 

• Pre-Primary to Year 10 reports 

sent 

Friday 14 December 

• Last day for staff. Office closes 

12 midday 

Monday 21 January   

• College Office opens 

Thursday 31 January  

• Teaching staff return  

Monday 4 February   

• Pre-Primary to Year 12 

students commence 

Tuesday 5 February  

• Kindergarten students start 

Thursday 7 February 

• Three-Year-Old Kindergarten 

students begin 

Principal’s Report  

2019 

P&F Car Parking Bay Raffle 
 
Thank you to everyone that  
purchased & helped sell tickets!  
 
The lucky winner is:  
Shannon Panizza!  
 
Enjoy using the car bay for the 
whole of Term One in 2019! I’m 
sure that the spot will be very 
handy on the first day back at 
school! 



The team only missed out by one goal of getting into final – well done Titan! 

Over the coming holidays Olivia Finn and Grace Larham, both Year Nine students, will  

voyage on the Leeuwin Sailing ship between Albany and Perth; a great experience awaits 

both these students! Sebastian Commons, a Year Ten student, will be attending Notre Dame 

University in Fremantle during January to complete a Cultural DeCoding Programme. With 

a mixture of art, archaeology, history, philosophy, theology, this experience will  

intellectually challenge and enrich Sebastien and prepare him for further study.  

 

Below are several important dates for the 2019 school year: 

 

• Monday 21 January  The College Office opens 

• Thursday 31 January  Teaching staff return  

• Monday 4 February  Pre-Primary to Year Twelve students commence 

• Tuesday 5 February  Kindergarten students start 

• Thursday 7 February  Three-Year-Old students commence 

 

Enclosed with this Newsletter is a letter from the Bishop explaining about the security of 

school assets in the light of legislation passed earlier this year related to compensation of 

survivors of abuse. Please take the time to read this document.  

 

All parents are asked to assist in ensuring the safety of members of the St Joseph’s  

community in the school carpark and on the surrounding roads. To assist with traffic flow, 

drivers entering the school carpark must travel slowly and if waiting for children must use a 

permanent parking bay. The drop off bays are only for parents who remain in their car and 

whose child is already waiting on the footpath to be collected. If your child is not present, 

then you must drive on to allow others access. Stopping your car anywhere in the carpark 

that is not a designated parking space to collect children is extremely unsafe and is not to 

occur under any circumstance. If asked by a staff member to move their car, all parents will 

be polite and follow the given instruction. The College also expects all drivers to be  

courteous to each other. All parents and students MUST use the cross walk. DO NOT cross 

to or from the car park at any other point. 
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 Chaplain’s Corner 

Fr. Randolf   

Subiaco 

Advent is the first season of the 

liturgical calendar. It came from 

the Latin word adventus of the 

fourth declension genitive noun 

which means coming or arrival. 

The Advent season marks the 

waiting time and preparation for 

the Christmas season, when we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus 

Christ,  our redeemer.  
 

Advent has four Sundays: 

• The First Sunday of Advent    

 - The readings are about the 

"End Times" and the 

"Messianic Age"; the Gospel is 

a section from the apocalyptic 

discourse of Jesus in one of 

the Synoptic Gospels. 

• The Second Sunday of Advent 

- The reading is about John 

the Baptist’s ministry and 

preaching. The voice in  the 

wilderness that says "Prepare 

the Way of the Lord." 

• The Third Sunday of Advent   

 - The Gospel continues to 

focus on John the Baptist, 

while the First and Second 

Readings convey the joy that 

Christians feel with the  

 increasing closeness of the 

incarnation and the world's 

salvation. 

• The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

- The Gospels tell of the 

events that immediately  

 preceded the birth of Jesus, 

including the dreams and  

visions of Joseph and Mary of 

Nazareth. 

During Advent we prepare  

ourselves spiritually to once 

again reflect on the times when 

we have fallen short in living out 

 

Principal’s Report  

Titan Hawkins-Puls in action 



Enclosed with today’s Newsletter is our overview Calendar for 2019 which highlights the 

dates for each term, Student Free Days, school holidays and public holidays. Please keep this 

calendar in a prominent place ready for next year. 

 

Enrolment enquires and application forms continue to be received by the College which is 

particularly heartening and several classes are close to have a waiting list as I seek to keep 

their size limited. There are some vacancies across several year groups so if you know of 

families contemplating sending their child(ren) to St Joseph’s College please encourage them 

to lodge an application form ASAP. 

 

There are so many ‘good things’ happening in our school due to the efforts of so many  

people; seek to be one of those people in the coming week! 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning 

Principal 

 

 Gospel values, the times when we  

 have forgotten, or neglected to 

worship and give thanks to the 

Lord.  

In reflecting, we can truly  

celebrate a Christmas-time of 

grace upon grace in our lives. 

Junior School News  

Chaplain’s Corner 

Continued 

Transition Day for 2019. 

Last Friday, the Junior school classes all moved up a year level to have the opportunity to 

experience what will it will be like in their class in 2019. The children were in transition after 

roll call until recess time. Although there were some nerves, there was also excitement 

about what is to come, as they now get ready to say goodbye to their current teachers and 

move up to the next grade and next chapter in their school life. Some classes had the extra 

excitement of meeting new students who will join us next year and the St Joseph’s College 

students made them feel very welcome by showing them around and watching out for their 

new classmates.  

For the Year Sixes, this means leaving Junior School, though most are keen to get up to the 

high school and start in a very different environment altogether. They had a great time on 

the scavenger hunt, the highlight of which was being with Mr Crowe in the science lab  

making teabag rockets. 

All in all a great morning was had by teachers and students alike. 

 
‘Some Year Ones making wreaths in their class for 2019, when they are big Year Twos.’ 

Mrs Kelly Clements-Shepherd   

Teacher Year Two Blue 
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Principal’s Report  

From the Pastoral Care Office 

Homework Club and Tutorials  

- Secondary School 

Homework Club and Tutorials are 

cancelled in the Secondary School 

for the remainder of the year. 

2019 Student Leadership  

Timelines 

Year Seven and Eight (Year Eight 

and Nine, 2019) 

Nominations closed, Friday 30th 

November, 2018. 

Student speeches to be presented 

on Monday 3rd December, 2018.  

The link to voting online will be 

sent via direqt message 

at completion of speeches.  

Year Nine (Year Ten, 2019)  

Nominations closed on Monday 

26th November, 2018.  

Speeches and voting were  

completed at Year Nine Camp. 

Year Ten (Year Eleven, 2019) 

Nominations closed, Tuesday 27th 

November, 2018.  

Speeches were to be presented on  

Friday 30th November. 

Voting link will be direqt messaged 

to students after 4pm that day . 

Mrs Caroline Tompkin 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
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Junior School News  

2018 Junior School Inter-House Athletics Carnival 

Congratulations McCormack!!! 

 

The 2018 Inter-House Athletics Carnival was held last Friday November 16th in near  

perfect conditions for the entirety of the day. It was fantastic to see all students either 

participating, assisting, or cheering on their fellow House mates at each field event 

throughout the morning. The afternoon saw the completion of the track events with 

McCormack taking home the spoils.  

 

Thank you to all parents and helpers that assisted at the carnival, your help was very 

much appreciated. 

 

 

Mr Glenn Scarterfield 

Junior School Physical Education 

2018 Junior School Inter-House 

Athletics Carnival 

RESULTS 16 November 

Year Three 

Champion Girl – Jessica Buck 

Champion Boy – Jordan Berkelaar 

Runner up Girl – Taylor Ward 

Runner up Boy – Jethro Simmons 

Year Four 

Champion Girl – Violet Clark 

Champion Boy – Storm Pietropaolo 

Runner up Girl – Gabrielle Smith 

Runner up Boy – Desmond Burns 

Year Five 

Champion Girl – Demi Burns 

Champion Boy – Oliver Pass 

Runner up Girl – Michaela Buck 

Runner up Boy – Jye Coyne 

Year Six 

Champion Girl – Jessica Williams 

Champion Boy – Hervic Declarador 

Runner up Girl – Arna Franklin 

Runner up Boy – Luke Probert 

 

McCormack 658 

Devialar 618 

Cunningham 586 

Ozanam 448 



Parish Notices 
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 Junior School News  

2019 Teachers 

As the 2018 school year draws to a close and the students have had their Transition  

Morning, thoughts begin to turn to 2019.  The teacher allocation for next year is as follows: 

Three Year Old Kindy: Mrs Catherine Naughton 

Kindergarten:   Mrs Danielle Macaulay 

Pre Primary Blue:  Mrs Deb Neil 

Pre Primary Gold:  Miss Michelle Vale 

Year One Blue:  Mrs Catherine Naughton and Mrs Judy Boston 

Year One Gold:  Mrs Kelly Meyer and Mrs Judy Boston 

Year Two Blue:  Mrs Elizabeth Bain 

Year Two Gold:  Mrs Kelly Shepherd and Mrs Judy Boston 

Year Three Blue:  Ms Tanya Della Bosca 

Year Four Blue:  Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh and Mrs Erica Mielens 

Year Four Gold:  Mrs Trish Hines 

Year Five Blue:  Mrs Jen Grimes 

Year Five Gold:  Mr Chris Charlton 

Year Six Blue:   Mr Jim Morcom and Mrs Jess Cramer 

Year Six Gold:   Mrs Chris Palfrey and Mr Jason Norris 

Digital Technologies:  Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh (Pre Primary – Year Five) 

 Mr Martin Long (Year Six) 

Drama:   Mr Richard Habal 

 (Semester One – Year Five and Six and Semester Two – Year  

  Three  and Four) 

Italian:    Ms Hiedi Rowe 

Music & Choir: Mrs Sue Findlay (Pre Primary – Year Two (full year), Semester 

One – Year   Three  & Four and Semester Two – Year Five and 

Six) 

Physical Education:  Mr Jason Norris 

Visual Arts:  Mrs Colleen McGlade 
 

Mrs Erica Mielens 

Junior School Principal 

Summer Reading  

                       Competition 

Starts Tomorrow! 

The students in Year 

Three to Six participate in 

the Accelerated Reader programme which assists students to develop their reading  

comprehension skills.   
 

For the 2018 Summer Holiday, we have been invited to participate in the MyON Summer 

Reading challenge.  This challenge allows access to over 6 000 online books that can be 

accessed by your child (which I’m sure will help if you are planning any long distance  

travelling during these holidays).  Not only will your child continue to develop good reading 

habits, there are also prizes to be won for the school that clocks up the greatest number of 

hours read by their students. 

Please log on to:  www.myON.com/school/ASR 

Username:  StJWA32 Password:  read 

The Marello Choir 

with  

Angela  Gorman 

 
 

 

 

 

Come and join us  

at   

Holy Family Church  

for the  

Eighth Anniversary  

of the  

Christmas Carol Concert 

24 December 

Following the 6pm Mass 

 

CELEBRATING WITH YEAR SIX 

Year Six Graduation Mass 

30 November 2018 

(More photos of the celebrations 

in next week’s edition) 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myON.com%2Fschool%2FASR&data=02%7C01%7Cerica.mielens%40cewa.edu.au%7Cec11bd5408454f0e546908d6541842ec%7Cc5852f2336334f29b38651da53e35e23%7C0%7C0%7C636788860512124783&sdata=tsNMyXooh0idBjC%2


St Joseph’s College Newsletter                                                             Page 7 

Secondary School News  Junior School News  

Secondary School Science  

Under the Microscope: ‘Earthquakes, Mars Landing and Seismometers’ 
 

St Joseph’s College is one of only forty eight schools in Australia creating the Australian  

Seismometers in Schools Network (ASSN).  The ASSN records and supplies earthquake data 

to various scientific research organisations.   
 

Dr Michelle Salmon, 

who designed,  

implemented and 

manages the ASSN 

visited the College 

this week, returning 

after five years 

when she initially 

installed the  

seismometer.   

Dr Salmon is based at the Australian National University (ANU) in Canberra.   
 

Dr Salmon spoke to the secondary students 

about seismology, the recent Lake Muir Earth-

quakes and the uses of the data obtained by the 

ASSN.  Her visit also coincided with the landing 

of the space probe ‘Insight’ that will install a  

seismometer on Mars to investigate possible 

plate tectonic activity.  This was also explored.  

In her visit, Dr Salmon conducted an in-service 

course for science staff and upgraded the  

software on the College’s seismometer. 

The College thanks Dr Michelle Salmon for  

visiting the College and for working with both 

the staff and students.  Dr Salmon’s visit also provided Sebastian Commons, a Year Ten  

student, an opportunity to interview her and write another great article for this week’s   

edition of the Great Southern Weekender.  
 

Mr Michael Crowe 

Secondary Science Teacher 

ADPSSA  

2018 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

HOSTED BY  

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE 

29 NOVEMBER 2018 

 



ADPSSA  

2018 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL  

HOSTED BY  

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE 

29 NOVEMBER 2018 

St Joseph’s College   553 Points 

Great Southern Grammar  549 Points 

Bethel Christian School  399 Points 

Parklands    305 Points 



Community Notices 

Community Notices  
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College News  

Dedicated St Joseph’s College Athletes Represent Albany at the State Championships 

Four St Joseph’s College girls, Mia Baker, Tatum Whalley, Michaela Buck and Angel Ang, 

have been selected to play for the Albany under 11s in the State Championships in Perth 

next weekend. It’s a huge honour in a strong competition. Only the best in the state qualify 

to play. Raiders coach , Rob Whalley, said ‘They are the heart of the team and very strong 

players.  They practice or play four or more times a week and are great mates on and off the 

court!’ 

Congratulations girls! 



 

PASTORAL LETTER SUMMARY 

- Who Owns What in the Bunbury Diocese - 

Dear Parents 
 
 

People have been asking me about possible implications for parishes and Catholic schools of legislation passed earlier this year 
related to payments to survivors of abuse.  I have tried to answer their questions in a Pastoral Letter entitled ‘Who Owns What 
in the Bunbury Diocese?’  This Letter can be found on the bunburycatholic.org.au website.  What follows here is a short sum-
mary. 
 
 

Works of the Catholic Church 
Everyone knows that the Catholic Church in Australia comprises parishes, charitable and educational organisations and many 
other communities of self giving people, priests and religious.  They serve the young and old; the sick and poor; the disadvan-
taged; indigenous Australians; the homeless, families in need and many others. 
 

Over time, assets have been bought or donated for these purposes.  They include churches, hospitals, schools, facilities for the 
aged and parish buildings.  To understand who owns what, it is essential to understand the basic structure of the Catholic 
Church. 
 
 

The basic structure of the Catholic Church 
When instituting the Church, Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of man, instituted the offices of Peter and the Apostles, their 
successors today being the Pope and the Bishops.1   Peter’s office was the rock ‘upon which I will build my Church’. 2   This basic 
structure has remained ever since. 
 

Peter and the Apostles travelled the world of the time, establishing autonomous local ‘churches’.  These came to be called dio-
ceses.  They were bound together by a shared Catholic faith and acceptance of the unique authority of Peter and his succes-
sors. 
 

Each Diocese in the world today remains autonomous from others, including the Diocese of Rome.  In addition, parish commu-
nities and communities of religious Priests, Sisters and Brothers, and charitable organisations developed over time. 
 

Sometimes people speak of the ‘wealth’ of the Church without realising that assets for the many Church works across Australia 
alone are owned by 28 geographical and 8 non-geographical dioceses; more than 1400 parish communities; and more than 100 
religious institutes and countless other Catholic organisations. 
 

Nor is the Church anything like a multinational organisation.  Its members are bound together by a shared faith, as has been 
the case for two thousand years.   
 
 

The Bunbury Diocese 
The Bunbury Diocese was established in 1954.  Most parish communities, the life blood for Catholic charitable works across the 
south of our State, existed before the Diocese. 
 
 

Parishes and their schools 
Parish assets are the result of efforts of local communities of priests and parishioners acquiring land and building churches, 
schools, presbyteries and other facilities.  Many of you will recall local fundraising efforts, as well as such activities as bazaars, 
cake stalls, quiz nights and various farm schemes.  
 

Parishioners and Catholic school parents also volunteered skills, time and machinery to help with building, maintaining and 
landscaping Catholic schools.  Parish and Catholic school communities continue today because parishioners and parents contin-
ue to contribute financially.  They make themselves available too for busy bees and other projects. 
 

Church law applies the Ten Commandments and the teachings of Christ to the life of the Church.  It recognises, therefore, that 
Church assets are owned by those who paid for them.  Parishes, therefore, are not owned by a Diocese (though the Bishop 
must supervise the proper stewardship of parish assets). 
 
 

What assets belong to the Bunbury Diocese: a charity? 
The Bunbury Diocese was established for pastoral reasons, and has always been one of the least resourced in Australia.  It is 
recognised legally as a charity by the Australian Charities and Not for Profit Commission.  
 

Its basic assets are for charitable and administrative purposes, and to provide for retired priests.  These have been purchased 
by the Diocese itself or donated to it. 
 

Also, when the Diocese was established, the parish church in Bunbury was designated the Cathedral – the church in which the 
Bishops’ Chair (or cathedra) was placed.  The Diocese does not own the Cathedral church and, should unforeseen circumstanc-
es arise, the centre of the Diocese could move elsewhere.  Then another church would become the Cathedral and the present 
Cathedral would revert back to being the Bunbury parish church. 
 
 

The Bishop as a corporation sole 
In 1911, to save the State government from having to deal with multiple Catholic communities, the Western Australian Parlia-
ment legislated that the Office of Bishop of Perth become a ‘corporation sole’ for all assets of Catholic bodies.  This gave the 



Bishop legal ownership of them all. 
 

However, asset ownership has two parts in law.  One is legal ownership, the other is beneficial ownership.  The Bishop, there-
fore, was legal owner of Church body assets, but not the beneficial owner.  Hence, he could not claim any financial or other 
benefit from assets not actually paid for by the Diocese itself. 
 

In 1955, the Parliament established the Office of Bishop of Bunbury as a corporation sole for all Catholic Church assets in the 
new Bunbury Diocese.  While having legal ownership, he could not take control of any parish or other asset of which he is not 
the beneficial owner. 
 
 

How do the new laws affect assets in the Bunbury Diocese? 
The new laws, passed earlier this year, are discussed more fully in the Pastoral Letter.  Here follow a few brief points. 
 
 

The National Redress Scheme 
This scheme was legislated by the Commonwealth Parliament.  It makes it possible for survivors of abuse to seek reparation 
for up to $150,000.  It saves survivors from lengthy Court proceedings and legal costs. 
 

With other Australian Catholic Dioceses, the Bunbury Diocese is committed to joining this voluntary scheme when the State 
Parliament has passed legislation permitting it to do so.  In the meantime, preparatory work is being completed. 
 
 

The Civil Liability Act 
This legislation, passed by the State Parliament, makes it possible for survivors of abuse to seek Court awarded compensation 
against office holders, such as the Bishop of Bunbury, for proven negligence by their predecessors.  Importantly, it also per-
mits, but does not force, the office holder to confiscate properties he or she owns legally, but not beneficially, to pay Court 
awarded damages. 
 

The Attorney General, Mr John Quigley, explained to the Parliament why the legislation is permissory 
 

The assets of many churches and other religious organisations are held in trusts.  This is not in 
order to hide assets; it is to ensure that the assets are available for use by the parishioners and 
their families, and the people these institutions serve. 

 

In small regional towns and elsewhere, these institutions are a very important part of the social 
infrastructure and a very important source of support for families in the community. 

 

We did not want to open a pathway whereby a plaintiff could instruct a sheriff to auction off the 
local Catholic primary school and deny an educational facility to children who attend that school 
…. 

 

It is not the intention of the legislation, therefore, to penalise parish and Catholic school communities today for the crimes 
committed by a few in the past.  Nor should they be penalised. 
 

Morally speaking, no Bishop can confiscate any asset of which he is not the beneficial owner because it was paid for by oth-
ers.  As for any other Christian, to confiscate such an asset would be a violation of the Seventh Commandment, and so would 
be a violation of God’s law.   
And, for any human being, such a confiscation would be a violation of natural justice. 
 

Any possible Court awarded costs against the Bishop of Bunbury, therefore, will be the responsibility of the Diocese of Bun-
bury.   
 
 

A problem 
The new legislation, being retrospective, breaks new legal ground.  It poses challenges for all not-for-profit organisations be-
cause of their limited assets.  Like dioceses, most of these are autonomous and have no higher body to call on for assistance. 
 

Legal damages awarded against companies penalise shareholders, reducing their financial return.  Damages against not-for-
profit charities, such as the Bunbury Diocese, penalise those whose needs they serve. 
 
 

Conclusion 
The priority of the Church will always be to help survivors heal.  Its Towards Healing programme will continue.  However, I 
urge all parishioners and Catholic school parents to study the full Pastoral Letter on the diocesan website.  All need to be in-
formed about the important legal matters it discusses. 
 
 

God bless you all 
 
 

+ Gerard J Holohan 
 
 

Bishop of Bunbury 
 

18th November 2018 
 
1Matthew 16:18; 18:18; 2Matthew 16: 
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