
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication Date 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

 
 

Christmas Prayer 

Bless us Lord this Christmas with 

Peace that surpasses all understanding, 

Joy that is beyond material possessions, 

Love that knows no boundaries, and 

Strength that emanates from faith in you. 

Amen 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Term 4  - Week 9                         Friday, 7 December 2018 

General Information  
 

• Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

• Head of Secondary 
 Ms Susan Alderman 
 

• Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

• Business Manager 
Mr Nial Twigger 

WEEK  10 

2019 

Tuesday 11 December 

•       Pre-Primary to Year 10 reports sent 

•       Uniform Shop (8.15-10 am) 

Wednesday 12 December 

• Uniform Shop (2 - 4pm) 

Friday 14 December 

•  Last day for staff 

        Office closes 12 midday 

Monday 21 January   

• College Office opens 

Tuesday 29 January 

• Uniform Shop   

 (8.30-10am) 

 (2-4pm) 

 (EFTPOS Only  4-6pm)   

Thursday 31 January  

• Teaching staff return  

Saturday 2 February 

• Uniform Shop  

 (EFTPOS Only 9am—1.30pm) 

Monday 4 February   

• Pre-Primary to Year 12 students  

 commence 

Tuesday 5 February  

• Kindergarten students commence 

Thursday 7 February 

• Three-Year-Old  students commence 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Parishioners, 
 

Opposite, the generosity of our community—St Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Appeal – thank you so much! 
 

At this final stage of the year, we acknowledge the journey each of us has taken as a 

community in 2018. This year has been one of growth, learning and challenge! We 

conclude as a supportive body reflecting on the many ways, we have demonstrated 

the Spirit of St Joseph! We have worked throughout the year striving to ensure our 

students were offered a quality education in all facets of their schooling. 
 

Currently I am reading the reports for the students in Pre-Primary to Year Eleven and 

these should be distributed on-line to parents, all going well, next Wednesday  

afternoon (12 December). I am impressed by the growth and development being  

reflected in so many students’ grades and comments. Congratulations to the students 

for their hard work and engagement across the year to allow this improvement. My 

thanks to the staff for the hours of effort given to providing the best experiences for 

the students. An important task next week is staff discussing ways to ensure future 

growth occurs in each year group as part of the ‘handover’ process in preparation for 

2019. 
 

On Wednesday night the Junior School celebrated with their Christmas and  

Presentation Night; what a joyous occasion this event was for all in attendance! With 

an item from each year group and one from the Year Three choir the students  

presented the meaning of Christmas in so many different ways. The performance 

items clearly displayed how hard students and staff had worked to make the evening a 

special one. Thank you to Mrs Mielens, Mrs McGlade and the Junior School staff who 

prepared the students so well for the evening. The students and staff greatly  

appreciated that over six hundred parents, relatives and friends were in attendance to 

make this night a true finale to the 2018 school year. 
 

Farewell to everyone who is leaving our school, whether you are a graduating student, 

student, family or a staff member; may God’s Blessing be with you in the next phase of 

your life. 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc-albany.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc-albany.wa.edu.au 
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As mentioned at the Christmas and Presentation Night, there will be no increase in school 

fees in 2019. The only extra charges will be slight increases in some levies, swimming lessons 

and camps commensurate with their true cost. Keeping the fees unchanged has not been an 

easy task in terms of the College budget, however, it is a concerted effort to make  

St Joseph’s College affordable for all families. 
 

Families should have now received their copy of the 2018 Year Book. It looks fantastic and is 

a beautiful summary of the many activities and events that have occurred across the school 

this year. The Year Book makes you realise just how many different events and opportunities 

happen at St Joseph’s College and the hard work staff and parents put in to enable these 

experiences to occur. A special thank you to Mrs Sam Loveridge who spent many hours  

collating articles and photographs to produce our Year Book. If a family has not received a 

copy of the Year Book, please contact the College Office. 
 

By now all families should have received the stationery list and book list (if applicable) for 

next year. If this is not the case, please contact the College Office. 
 

At this time of the year, many students have out grown their shoes and uniform with  

parents wisely waiting to buy new ones until the end of January. When replacing uniform 

items please ensure black leather lace up school shoes and predominantly white sport shoes 

(jogger/sneaker) are purchased for Year One to Year Twelve students. Fad haircuts or the 

presence of hair dye are for the Christmas school holidays and need to be removed prior to 

the new school year commencing on Monday 4 February 2019. Parents of secondary  

students are also reminded that piercings are not acceptable and must be removed other 

than one stud or sleeper in each ear. Upon acceptance of enrolment to St Joseph’s College, 

all parents acknowledged that they would adhere to School Policies. The School Uniform 

Policy is an important one and I thank you for following this policy. All families ensuring the 

above requests are followed will mean the first day of the new school year will not be  

unnecessarily stressful for students and staff. 
 

Below are several important dates for the 2019 school year: 
 

Monday 21 January  The College Office opens 

Thursday 31 January  Teaching staff return  

Monday 4 February  Pre-Primary to Year Twelve students commence 

Tuesday 5 February  Kindergarten students start 

Thursday 7 February  Three-Year-Old students commence 
 

Enclosed with today’s Newsletter is our overview Calendar for 2019 which highlights the 

dates for each term, Student Free Days, school holidays and public holidays. Please keep this 

calendar in a prominent place ready for next year. 
 

Thank you to all students, parents and staff who have given their time and effort to ensure 

the many events that have occurred this year have been successful and community building 

in nature. St Joseph’s College is indeed fortunate to have the benefit of such involvement. 
 

Wishing all staff, students and families a joyous Christmas and a safe holiday break! 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning 

Principal 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report  

Another school year is done. 

2018 is almost over and just 

around the corner is Christmas, 

along with Boxing Day and all the 

other things that make our days 

busy; the Christmas rush, parties 

everywhere, holiday plans, lots of 

merry making,  lots of gifts to be 

wrapped, given and opened.  

In all of this, we must try not to 

be distracted from the real  

reason for the season; 

Jesus Christ who was born in a 

manger.  

Jesus was born into a family who 

cared and loved one another.  

The Son of God who came to be 

like us in all things except sin, so 

that in his lowliness we may be 

enriched. 

So, through these holidays, let us 

remember the reason and spend 

the season with the reason.  

Spend time with God.   

Come and join us at Holy Family 

Church where there will be two 

celebrations of the Christmas Eve 

Mass on December 24 at 6.00 pm 

as well as at 10.00 pm.  

It is also good to be reminded of 

the first Christmas, so the  

children will have their Nativity 

Play at 6 pm before the Mass.  

After the 6pm Mass is a free  

concert with Ms. Angela Gorman 

and the Marello Children’s Choir  

singing Christmas carols to share 

the spirit of Christmas.  

Spend this couple of hours with 

your family and friends and make 

Christmas more meaningful.  

I invite you to spend the season 

with the right Reason - 

Jesus, family and friends. 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Fr. Randolf   

 Subiaco 



 Junior School News  
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College Notices 

HOUSE POINT WINNERS 

Term Three: 

Jesse Willis 

Elijah Love 

Logan Lionetti 

Term Four: 

Alyssa Forgione 

Jesse Orzel 

Annette Cooke 

Each winner receives a pass to the 

Denmark Thrills Adventure Park. 

Many thanks to the  

Denmark Thrills Adventure Park  

for donating the passes. 

This week has seen an amazing culmination to the 2018 school year.  I would like to  

personally thank all staff for the amazing work that went into producing our fantastic 

Presentation Night - and as well as the students, even our very special guest was well  

behaved.  You may have seen some memes on social media about how tired teachers are at 

the end of a school year, and this is so very true, so to put in such effort into the final week 

of school shows the dedication of all.  Thanks must also go to Mrs Palfrey for the sensational 

Year Six Graduation events - Mass and lunch.   

 

The Kindergarten students have also had the 

pleasure of presenting the Nativity story to 

their families.  I would like to wish you and your 

families a very safe, happy and holy Christmas 

season. 

 

Mrs Erica Mielens 

Head of Junior School 

YEAR 6 GRADUATION – a reflection  

Our current Year Six classes consisting of 50 students, officially graduated from Junior School 

and took a big step towards continuing their academic journey into Middle School, last  

Friday, November 30.  Students, their families and the College community, gathered in Holy 

Family Church to celebrate and reflect on their time spent as Junior School students, before 

being welcomed into Middle School by Mrs Jane Bennett.  Fr Randolf officiated at the Mass 

and music was supplied by Mrs Findlay, Mrs Mielens and the College Junior Choir. Students 

received a Transition Certificate presented to them by Mr Browning and a candle  

symbolising the light of Jesus who will remain with them during the next stage in their life.  

This was followed by a handing over of leadership from the Year Sixes to the current Year 

Five classes, the 2019 Year Sixes.  At the end of Mass after students and staff had left,  

parents and Year Six students exchanged letters with each other with parents expressing 

how proud they were of their sons and daughters, and students thanking their parents for 

their love, care and concern for them during their primary schooling years.  A few tears were 

shed. 

We then walked down to Matheu Block where a magnificent 

morning tea organised by Mrs Nurick, awaited parents and  

students.  Everyone was amazed at the amount and variety of 

morning tea and how well-presented the multi-purpose room 

looked.   

Students commented that they would never forget the kindness 

of Mrs Nurick in preparing this morning tea for them. 

After morning tea,  

students went down to 

the oval with Mr Romeo 

and played a big game of 

baseball.   



This was enjoyed by all.  More was yet to follow. 

At lunch time students were invited into the  

Junior School undercover area where a lunch  

prepared by the canteen ladies awaited them.  

There were oohs and ahs galore at the food, the 

party decorations on the walls and  

tables, the chocolates and the annoying 

whistles (which they loved).  Thanks to 

the canteen ladies for providing such 

delicious food and to Mrs Green, who 

made and decorated an enormous cake 

which the students enjoyed later in the 

afternoon.  Thanks also go to Mr 

Scarterfield, Mrs Grimes, Mrs McGlade and Mrs Mielens for assisting with the decorating, 

this was greatly appreciated. 

This group of students isn’t very often lost for words, but this day simply overwhelmed 

them.  They had been made to feel so special and valued is something that they are going 

to carry with them for a while.     

Mrs Chris Palfrey  

Year 6G 
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Junior School News  

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Throughout the semester the Junior School library has been 

open during the lunchtime break.  

Students have had the opportunity to choose from a variety 

of activities including STEAM (Science, Technology,  

Engineering, Art and Mathematics), craft, games and  

colouring. Many have chosen to find a spot to relax and 

read. Students have also been challenged to be collaborate and creative to complete a 

series of design challenges.  

 

Ms Julie Strophair  

Education Assistant 

JUNIOR SCHOOL CHOIR at the ALBANY ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

The Junior School Choir sang and danced with 100 other musicians 

at last weekend’s ACWE Family Christmas Concert. This was a huge 

experience where our students performed alongside seasoned  

performers to an audience of almost 1200 people. I was blessed by 

the support shown by parents in getting their children to all the rehearsals and performances. The Choir sang absolutely  

magnificently and are fast becoming seasoned performers themselves. Many staff members assisted at the various rehearsals 

and they have my sincere thanks for giving up their precious time. 

But the greatest thanks go to the students themselves who have 

given one hundred percent to all our performances this year. 

Mrs Sue Findlay 

Junior School Music 



College News 
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Little Joey’s Aboriginal Playgroup  

The Little Joey’s Aboriginal Playgroup has been 

operating Wednesday and Friday  

mornings 10.30am—12.30pm in the Ulster 

Road building.  

 

The playgroup  

is based on the  

Australian  

Abecedarian  

Approach for  

Learning (3a).    

We have had a fantastic Term Four 

with mums and their children  

enjoying a range of activities.    

 

We are looking  

forward to 2019! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Annette Cooke 
 

State Junior Finalist in the   

UN VOICE WA 2018  

Public Speaking Competition  
 

 

Annette was the only  

non-metropolitan  state junior  

finalist  in  the 2018 competition.  
 

Since the speeches on the finals 

evening were reported to be of a 

very high standard,  the College 

along with Annette’s family are very 

proud of her achievement. 

The angels and shepherds gathered in numbers  

On Saturday night for the City of Albany Christmas Pageant, 

students from St Joseph’s College together with children from 

the Holy Family Parish united to represent the true meaning of 

Christmas ‘The birth of Christ’. There were bubbles blown, 

huge smiles and lots of waving as we made our way up York 

Street. Special thanks to Paul Gorman and Alexandra Plunkett 

who spent many hours decorating 

the truck and volunteering their 

time to make the event a great  

success.  

Catherine Naughton. 
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 Junior School News  

 

ALBANY DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ SPORTS ASSOCIATION 2018 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

The 2018 ADPSSA Inter-School Athletics Carnival was held on Thursday November 29 in 

mostly perfect conditions.  

 

It was fantastic to see students competing at such a high level with St Joseph’s College well 

represented across all events and divisions. After a slow start to the carnival  

St Joseph’s finished strongly in the final events to take out the honor of being champion 

school for 2018 – an outstanding effort and one which all students can be especially proud.  

There were several individual awards presented across all year levels 

which again shows how well students from St Joseph’s competed.  

 

Well done to all students and a huge thank 

you to staff and parents who helped on the 

day. 

 

Year 3 Girls’ Champion  Jessica Buck 

Year 3 Girls’ Runner up  Taylor Ward 

Year 3 Boys’ Runner up Jordan Berkelaar 

Year 4 Girls’ Runner up Violet Clark 

Year 4 Boys’ Champion  Zacheus Ndong’a 

Year 5 Girls’ Champion Demi Burns 

Year 5 Boys’ Champion  Oliver Pass 

Year 6 Boys’ Champion Hervic Declarador 

 

St Joseph’s College  553 

Great Southern Grammar 549 

Bethel Christian School 399 

Parklands   305  

 

Mr Glenn Scarterfield 

Junior School Physical Education Teacher 



Senior School News  
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PHEW!!!!! we made it… 

What a busy year it has been...and this week has been no exception! 

On Tuesday a large number of our talented athletics took to the field to represent the  

College at the Great Southern Inter-School Athletics Carnival. Well done to students and 

thank you to the parents and staff for your support of this event. 

On Wednesday a number of students took to the outdoors for their long-awaited Outdoor 

Education Camp (previously postponed). Although the weather wasn’t particularly kind a 

good time was had by all.  Special thanks to parents, Anthony McEwan and Racheal Duffield 

who assisted staff (Paul O’Donnell, Kate van Hulssen, Michael Crowe and Caroline Tompkin) 

on this adventure. 

On Thursday students and staff attended our final Secondary Assesmbly for the year.  A 

number of students were presented with Certificates of Excellence for their academic  

performance over the semester. In order to receive a certificate students must have  

received five(5) or more A grades for their subjects...no easy feat. Congratulations to: 

James Franklin, Sebastian Commons, Tinotenda Chiware, Chantelle Heslop, Emily Larham, 

Jack Tran, Kadee Walker, Julianna Villaneuva, Harper O’Donnell, Amelie Moss, Rubimai 

Ward, Keira Weigele, Georgia Bennett, Georgia Clark, Madison Meyer, Mackenzie  

Wilkinson, Sussan Ndong’a, Jayden Heslop, Grace Larham, Jessica Pell, Asha Weigele,  

Andrea Bombasi, Shannon Ross, Charley Hammond; 

 Students were also presented with Mathematics Certificates with the “Best in School” 

award being presented to Jack Tran from Year Seven.  

History Certificates were awarded to a number of students and Mr Peter Watson MLA was 

present to award Certificates to Emily Larham, Grace Larham and Jessica Pell for their  

participation in the Premier’s ANZAC Competition.  

 Year Nine students were welcomed into Senior School and presented with a Certificate of 

Completion of Middle School. 

 Christian Service Badges and Certificates were awarded to a number of students with our 

first GOLD Certificate awarded to Jackson Weldon of Year Nine for completing a massive 

100 hours of service. Students are encouraged to continue to work on their Christian  

Service over the holiday period as this is a time when many are appreciative of the  

assistance they can offer. 

Staff have been busy working on completing end of year reports and these will be available 

to parents and students next week. You will receive a text and/or email to notify you when 

they are available. 

Have a blessed Christmas, a wonderful holiday and enjoy having your children home with 

you during this time. 

“Just as a puppy can be more of a challenge than a gift, so too can the holidays “ 

(John Clayton, English Clergyman, 1700s) 

 

Ms Sue Alderman 

Head of Middle and Senior School 

Where are the Year Sevens? 

Ms Alderman set out their chairs, 

but they have moved on and are 

now in their House Home-room 

groups! 



Community Notices 

 Senior School News  
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YEAR 10 DINNER 

On Monday the Year Tens donned their best attire for a formal dinner at Motel Le Grande.  

A three-course meal was interspersed with plenty of photos, music and even a bit of  

dancing from some of the braver students. 

The Dinner Committee presented a heart-warming PowerPoint filled with photos from 

throughout the years and recognised many achievements and with the presentation of 

some light-hearted awards.  Sebastian Stanton and Tavanah Lembo took home the awards 

for best dressed boy and girl. 

 

Sebastian Commons & Mrs Page 





Please call the College on 9844 0222 by Thursday  
December 13  to secure an appointment 


