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ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

 

A Prayer for Inner Peace 

Lord, please put your peace in my heart.  

I’m worried and anxious. 

My mind races and obsesses. 

I can’t help thinking about my problems. 

And the more I think about them, 

The more depressed I become. 

I feel like I’m sinking down in quicksand 

And can’t get out. 

Calm me, Lord. 

Slow me down, put your peace in my heart. 

 

Amen 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Tue 19 November 

• College Board and P&F AGM—De 
Vialar Staffroom (7pm) 

 

 
Wed 27 November  

• Yr 1 Liturgy—Ave Maria Chapel 
(8.45am) 

Fri 29 November 

• 2020 Kindy—Yr 10 New Students’ 
Orientation Day 

• Yr 7 Transition Day (All Day) 

• Kindy—Yr 6 Transition Morning (8.40
– 11am) 

• 2020 Kindy Parent Information 
Session (9.30—10.30 am) 

• 2020 Yr 7 Parent Information Session 
and Afternoon Tea (1.45—3pm) 

• Mr Dougherty’s Music Concert—
Drama Centre (5.30pm) 

 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc.wa.edu.au 

Term 4  - Week 5                               Friday, 15 November  2019 

General Information  
 

• Uniform Shop  
   Opening Hours 
 Tuesdays 
 8.15am - 9.30am and  
 Wednesdays 
 2.15pm - 4.00pm 
 

• Absentee Phone Line  9844 0280 
   (Leave a message as requested)  
 

• Absentee Email:   
    absent@sjc.wa.edu.au 
 

• Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 
 

• Head of Secondary 
 Mrs Rachael Keenan 
 

• Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

• Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

WEEK  6 Interruption Free Week 

WEEK  7 Yrs 7-10 Semester II Tests &              
     Examinations: Mon—Thurs 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Parishioners, 

 

Congratulations to Amelia (Year Two) and Hunter (Year One) who were baptised last 

Saturday. The prayers and best wishes of all at St Joseph’s  

College are with you both at this special time in your faith journey. 

 

Once a month St Joseph’s College coordinates a Family Mass at the Holy Family 

Church. This occurs next Saturday 23 November at 6.00 pm. This Mass will celebrate 

the Feast of Christ King which concludes the current liturgical year reminding us that 

Advent is approaching. Advent is the name given to the weeks prior to Christmas 

where each person is encouraged to spiritually prepare themselves for the celebration 

of Christmas. At every Family Mass there is a Children’s Liturgy of the Word where the 

children leave the congregation with staff from St Joseph’s College to celebrate and 

reflect on the Sunday Gospel reading in an age appropriate way i.e. Bible story, craft 

activity. Children’s Liturgy of the Word allows children to enter the celebration more 

fully by catering to their needs. All families are welcome to attend the Family Mass. 

 

At the present time busyness seems to be the central theme for students and staff at 

St Joseph’s College. Test/Examination Week is approaching for secondary students and 

there are a few final assignments still to be completed. On the other side of the desk, 

staff are preparing examinations, marking and beginning to get ready to write final 

reports for the year. Whether a student or adult, this time of year can become a little 

over-whelming. All are encouraged to set realistic goals each day, eat healthy,  

complete some exercise and obtain enough sleep. The holidays will be here before we 

know it. 

absent
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Principal’s Report  

 

This week there have been many events at St Joseph’s College. Earlier in the week we were 

the host school for the Great Southern Cluster where staff from St Matthew’s Narrogin, St 

Bernard’s Kojonup and St Patrick’s Katanning came to our school along with staff from  

Catholic Education Western Australia. The focus of the meetings was the Government 

standards for Early Childhood Learning. Staff from the visiting schools then had time in our 

Pre-Primary to Year Two classrooms observing and discussing various strategies being used. 

A lot of positive feedback was received about the vibrant learning that is evident in our 

classrooms. On Wednesday, the students celebrated Multicultural Day. As each year passes 

the student body of St Joseph’s College becomes more diverse as new families join us from 

countries overseas. Our school community is very welcoming of families from all  

nationalities. Well done to the students who performed dances and cultural rituals. A big 

thank you to the parents and staff who cooked a variety of cultural dishes to enjoy. Much 

appreciation is extended to Mr Habal and Mrs Palfrey who coordinated this event. For the 

final two days of this week, a panel from Catholic Education Western Australia has been at 

St Joseph’s College completing our Cyclic Review. Thank you to the number of students, 

staff and parents who gave of their time to meet with the panel to discuss the improvement 

journey of St Joseph’s College over the past four years and then looking forward to the years 

ahead. 

 

The Year Eleven students conclude their exams today and the school year. This has not been 

the easiest year for them with the passing of Josh. To their credit they have rallied together 

and finished the year closer than ever before. I also commend their initiative to make  

contact with each class member to check all is ok over the coming holidays. We look for-

ward to the leadership from our Class of 2020 in the next school year. 

 

In previous years, the College Annual has been distributed just prior to the end of the year. 

In order to include some of the events that occur in Term Four that never appear in this  

College memento, the annual will be distributed at the commencement of next year.  

 

The Annual General Meeting of the College Board and P&F will be held next Tuesday 19  

November. The meeting will commence at 7.00 pm in the main staffroom located in the 

Administration Block. All families are welcome to attend. Drinks and finger food will be  

supplied at the conclusion of the meeting. 

 

While Christmas may seem a long way off, the reality is just over a month until families will 

gather to enjoy the festive season. Unfortunately, not all in Albany and the Great Southern 

will celebrate. The St Vincent de Paul Society Albany supply Christmas hampers every year 

to needy families in our local area.  All families at St Joseph’s College are encouraged to  

donate a suitable item to be included in the hampers and in doing so bring some joy to  

others in our community; the spirit of Christmas in action. The types of food St Vincent de 

Paul would appreciate are Christmas cakes, mince pies, Christmas puddings, savory biscuits, 

cereals, snack foods, canned fruit, packet custard, cool drinks, tinned ham or any other 

Christmas non-perishable food. Please send any items to your child's classroom/homeroom, 

preferably before Wednesday December 6, 2019. Please support this last worthy fundraiser 

for 2019! 

 

St Vincent de Paul  

Christmas Appeal 

1 November—6 December 

As in previous years, the College 

wishes to support the local St  

Vincent de Paul Society to help 

provide needy families with a 

Christmas hamper.  The society 

has been very appreciative of the 

College's support over the years 

and is hoping this will continue. 
 

Families, if you are able to  

purchase and donate any item/s to 

help make everyone's Christmas 

brighter please consider buying an 

item from the list below and  

dropping it off to the College. 
 

• Pasta / Pasta sauce 

• Tinned fruit 

• Custard in carton 

• Fruit juice in carton 

• Long life milk 

• Cereals 

• Fruit mince pies 

• Christmas cakes 

• Christmas puddings 

• Biscuits - Sweet and savoury 

• Jellies 

• Snack foods - Chips / lollies 
 

Items can be dropped off to the 

College Office (Senior School) and 

the Matheu building (Junior 

School) between 1st November 

and 6th December, 2019. 

For further inquiries please  

contact me in the Junior School. 
 

Mrs Chris Palfrey 

Liturgy & Faith Formation  

Co-ordinator 
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Principal’s Report  

Enrolments for 2020 currently are progressing nicely across all year groups.  There are  

limited vacancies across most year groups so if you know of families contemplating sending 

their child(ren) to St Joseph’s College please encourage them to lodge an application form 

ASAP. 

 

Note: Year Eight 2020 is currently full, with a growing waiting list. This situation highlights 

the need for parents to enrol their child(ren) early. For secondary education, first  

preference is always given to the students in our Junior School before students in other 

schools. 

 

There are so many ‘good things’ happening in our school  

due to the efforts of so many people;  

seek to be one of those people in the coming week! 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning 

Principal 

YEARS ELEVEN & TWELVE  

SECOND-HAND 

TEXTBOOK SALE 
 

The College will 

hold a Year Eleven 

and Twelve  

second-hand  

textbook sale in the  

Bl. Edmund Rice Library   

from 8.00am to 8.30am  

on Tuesday  

3 December. 
 

Students and  

parents are invited 

to bring in and sell 

the textbooks they 

no longer need and 

to save money by 

purchasing second-

hand books for 2020. 
 

Mrs Julie Strophair 

Education Assistant 

HOMEWORK  CLUB 

& 

TUTORIALS 

 

HOMEWORK  CLUB 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Junior School: 

3.00—3.45pm 

Fr Matheu Wing Library 

(Junior School students are then 

walked up to the car park for  

collection) 

Years Seven to Nine: 

Room 209 

3.15—4.15pm  
_________________________________ 

TUTORIALS  

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Year Ten: 

Bl. Edmund Rice Library 

3.15—4.30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT MURAL 

The new acknowledgement mural to recognise the original custodians of the land we are 

learning on, the Menang Noongar people has recently been completed.  The mural will be 

placed outside the Cunningham building in view for all staff, students and visitors to St  

Joseph’s College.     

It was designed by Ms Lisa Thomas (Aboriginal Teacher Assistant) and completed with the 

help of the Year One and Two students who added their hand and thumb prints.   

In addition, a big thanks to Mrs Kelly Shepherd, who initiated the grant application, Ms  

Angelica Hill, Ms Wynona Hill and Mrs Pam Gill, who all helped with design and completion 

of the mural and a special mention to Alirah from the Little Joey’s Aboriginal Playgroup who 

added her handprints to the mural. 



College News   
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MULITCULTURAL DAY 2019 

A big thank you to all who 

supported us to make this 

year’s Multicultural Day  

successful.  
 

The food preparation and distribution 

would not have been possible without 

Mrs Palfrey’s organization and who 

also baked the cookies and cupcakes; 

the selected Year Eleven and Year Six’s 

help; and also to our parent 

volunteers like Mrs Pietropaolo 

and the others who prepared 

the Pizza, Mrs McGlade for the 

Spaghetti Bolognese; John and 

James Le’s family for the Spring 

Rolls, Mrs Habal, Mrs Wells and 

Mrs Ledwith for the Filipino Noodles and lastly our  

Canteen Ladies Jan and Estelle for the sausages, 

they have been cooking for us for the past few 

years.  
 

Amazing performances also added to the  

celebration including Mr Habal’s Year Nine Drama 

students’ Kabuki performance and our Filipino  

students; Aerith, Mia, Lyra, Ayeisha, Kirly,  

Gwyneth, Paul and Kiarra who rehearsed since the 

start of this term to have a wonderful Filipino dance 

presentation. We hope you all enjoyed the food 

and performances! 
 

Mr Habal and Mrs Palfrey 

Multicultural Day Coordinators 

We are now registered for the 

"Schools Recycle Right  

Challenge"  

for National Recycling Week. 



College News 

From the Pastoral Care Office 
 

This term has been very busy at St Joseph's with saying farewell to our Year Twelves, current students from Year Seven to  

Eleven moving to their lockers for 2020, our Year Eleven students starting to plan for their Year Twelve Ball and designing their 

leavers jackets, Year Ten's have completed their Teen Mental Health First Aid Training and the 2020 Prefects have already 

started planning events for next year.  
 

Year Ten students held a cupcake sale earlier this year to raise 

money for the 'Hope of Tarakea' Mission in Tanzania, supported by 

our local parish. Mrs Steph Gorman who heads the mission  

travelled to Tanzania earlier this year and she has written a report 

for us of all the amazing things she did whilst there, and how the 

fundraising we do supports them in this amazing mission outreach. 
 

From Mrs Gorman - Hope of Tarakea  

Earlier in the year a friend and I spent three weeks in Tarakea. We were 

joined for two weeks by a group of five parishioners from Holy Spirit, Bray 

Park in Brisbane, as their parish has also contributed generously to Hope of 

Tarakea. We accompanied them on a similar journey that was first taken 10 

years ago by members of Holy Family Parish. 
  

During our time in Tarakea, we visited St Pius X  

Catholic Primary School and met with the librarian, who is a graduate 

teacher and assisted him to organise the library to make it more functional. We 

also spent some time in the computer room, where it was great to see all the  

second-hand computers sent in 

2011 are still working well.  
  

I was fortunate to meet with 16 

of the orphans, and also met 

with the volunteers who visit 

them and Fr Msafiri. I remain 

in regular contact with Fr 

Msafiri as he provides  

updates on the children, and we discuss options on how 

to best assist each child. He also continues to send reports 

on the expenses covered by the funds contributed from 

Hope of Tarakea at the end of each year.   
  

I’ve attached a report on the  

children we met and a few notes 

below on some of the others who 

are also sponsored. 
  

Please pass on my thanks to the  

students and all involved in  

fundraising for Hope of Tarakea, it 

really does make a huge difference 

and is greatly appreciated.  
  

Kind Regards 

Steph Gorman  
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Secondary School News  

CANTEEN NEWS 

Week Six Specials 

Specials available  until sold out 

(Regular Canteen Menu available 

on College Website) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Week Six 

Canteen Parent Volunteers 

         Monday:  P Wyatt 
Tuesday:   B Cassidy 
Wednesday: Joolz 
Thursday:   D Dollas 
Friday:  J Tagimacruz 

LONGEST LINE OF COINS 
de Vialar House Fundraiser 

for Caritas 

Wednesday 4 December 
It’s time to bring in the 

coins from under the sofa  
cushions, between the car 

seats, in the washing  
machine filters and  

anywhere else they may 
be hiding to join the 

lines of coins for the last 
fundraiser of the year.  

Each class/home room is 
collecting now,  

ready for the big day.  
Who will have the  

longest line? 
 

Mrs Samantha Trichilo 
and Mrs Di Trahair: 
de Vialar Fundraising  
Coordinators 

Student leaders  
stepping into their role 

of promoting St  
Joseph’s College at the 

Albany Agricultural 
Society Show 

YEAR EIGHT PICTURE BOOKS 

Please enjoy the second round of images from the 

Year Eight Picture Book assessment. 

Mr. Nathan Farley – Head of English 



 College News 
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ST JOSEPH’S SCIENCE WEEK 

In Week Three, the teachers in the Science Department put together some activities during 

lunch time to engage and enhance students’ interest in Science. We had a few students from 

Primary and Middle-School, who attended all five days to investigate a variety of focus areas. 

 

On Monday we looked closely at ecosystem 

studies concentrating on macroinvertebrates: 

looking closely at life in a freshwater lake and 

life on land. The focus was on the use of  

microscope using our latest digital  

microscope, kindly donated by P&F. 

 

On Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday we added some 

Physics such as Electrostatic 

studies using the Van De 

Graaff Generator. The  

students had a lot of fun  

electrifying themselves with 

their hairs standing on end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, on Friday we had our biggest turn out for Mrs Terry’s Chemistry demonstration and 

experiments. Mrs Terry demonstrated the making of “elephant’s tooth-paste”, whilst the 

students investigated the impact of detergent on the surface tension of milk and food  

colouring. 

 

The Year Eight and Ten students were also visited 

by  Dr Henning Mohr and Jana Orszaghova from 

Great Southern Marine Research Facilities, pre-

senting their current research into Wave energy 

conversion and the benefits Australia can 

gain from local implementation. They elo-

quently explained how Science and Engineer-

ing skills are put together to modify and im-

prove outcomes on this cutting- edge 

innovation in energy creation. I was 

impressed with our student’s behaviour 

and the level of questions they posed to 

the guests. I would like to thank Mrs 

Meredith Spencer for organising our guest speakers for this day. 
 

Mr Suresh Veerappan—Head of Science 
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Art News  

YEAR NINE CERAMICS 
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Junior School News  

A SNAPSHOT OF 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

ARTISTS 

PRE-PRIMARY - ‘THANK YOU P&F!’ 

  

The Pre Primary students are having a ball drawing with the new Beebots  

purchased by the P&F. 

 

"Hey Mrs Cav, how tall can we build a tower?" they asked. "As tall as you like" I 

said. So this is Thomas and Aviraj's tower. 

 

Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh  - Year Four and JS ICT Teacher  





College Notices 



Community Notices 



CANTEEN NEWS 

Week Six Specials 

Specials available until sold out 

(Regular Canteen Menu available on College Website) 

Welcome to our Week Six Canteen Parent Volunteers 

Monday:     P Wyatt 

Tuesday:      B Cassidy 

Wednesday:   Joolz 

Thursday:      D Dollas 

Friday:           J Tagimacruz 


