
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication Date 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

 

Christmas Prayer 

I said a Christmas Prayer for You 

because the season’s near. 

I didn’t ask for riches 

but for gifts so much more dear. 

I asked for joyful gatherings 

with your family all around, 

and for carols to inspire you 

with their old familiar sound. 

I asked for quiet moments 

in your heart on Christmas morn, 

For a special time to celebrate 

the Saviour who was born ….. 

Important Dates Coming Up 

Tues 17 December 

• Uniform Shop (8.15—9.30 am) 
Wed 18 December 

• PP—Yr 11 Reports Released
(Provisional) 

• Uniform Shop (2.15—4 pm) 
Fri 20 December Office Closes 12 pm 

Mon 6 January—Fri 17 January 

• Albany Summer School 
Mon 20 January 

• College Office Opens 8 am 
Thur 30 January 

• Uniform Shop  9.00 am - 12.30 pm 
   1.00 - 3.30 pm 
         EFTPOS ONLY 4.00 - 6.00 pm 
Thur 30 January 

• Uniform Shop  9.00 am - 12.30 pm 
   1.00 - 3.30 pm 
         EFTPOS ONLY 4.00 - 6.00 pm 
Sat 1 February 

• Uniform Shop  EFTPOS ONLY 
   9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

Mon 3 February 

• Term One Commences—PP to Yr 12 
Tue 4 February 

• Term One Commences—Kindergarten 
Thur 6 February 

• Term One Commences—3 Year Olds 

Phone:   Fax:   Email:       Internet: 
9844 0222   9844 0223  admin@sjc.wa.edu.au   http://web.sjc.wa.edu.au 

Term 4  - Week 9                               Friday, 13 December  2019 

General Information  
 

• Uniform Shop Week 10 
 Tuesday   Wednesday 
 8.15am - 9.30am 2.15pm - 4.00pm 

 

• Principal  
   Mr Mark Browning 

 

• Head of Secondary 
 Mrs Rachael Keenan 

 

• Head of Junior School 

 Mrs Erica Mielens  
 

• Business Manager 
Mrs Marion Leonhardt 

Holiday Dates 

2020 Term 1 Week 1 

Week 10 Staff Only 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Parishioners, 
 

So concludes the 2019 school year at St Joseph’s College! Our whole College Mass this 

morning was a beautiful time for us to gather and be thankful for the strength to face 

the challenges and for the many blessings received upon our community throughout 

this year. 
 

Currently I am reading the reports for the students in Pre-Primary to Year Eleven and 

these should be distributed on-line to parents, all going well, next Wednesday  

afternoon (18 December). I am impressed by the growth and development being  

reflected in so many students’ grades and comments. Congratulations to the students 

for their hard work and engagement across the year to allow this improvement. My 

thanks to the staff for the hours of effort given to providing the best experiences for 

the students. An important task next week is staff discussing ways to ensure future 

growth occurs in each year group as part of the ‘handover’ process in preparation for 

2020. 
 

On Tuesday night the Junior School 

celebrated with their Christmas 

and Presentation Night; what a 

joyous occasion this event was for 

all in 

attendance! With an item from each year group and two 

from the choir, the students presented the meaning of 

Christmas in so many different ways. The performance 

items clearly displayed how hard students and staff had 

worked to make the evening a special one. Thank you to 
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 Principal’s Report  DONATIONS OF SMALL TOY  
FIGURINES AND  A DOLL HOUSE 
 

I’m chasing donations of small 
figurine toys to use therapeutically 
as part of our counselling service 
here at the College.  It’s for a  
modality specifically referred to as 
Sandtray Therapy and works well 
for children and adults alike.    It 
allows the person to externalise 
their issues in a safe way,  
without being overwhelmed by 
them.  They can then add, remove 
or manipulate the pieces as they 
resolve and make sense of their 
issues.  To do this type of therapy 
well, we need hundreds of  
different figures that people can 
use to “illustrate” their issues.   
 

The types of items I’m chasing are: 

• Animals (wild, 
farm, pets, sea, 
insects,  
Australian) 

• Fairy Tale Fig-
ures (fairies,  
dragons, pirates, monsters, etc) 

• People (various types of work, 
cultures, biblical, historical, 
men, women, children, babies, 
etc) 

• Army Toys 

• Vehicles 
(police, fire, 
ambulance, 
boats, planes, 
trains, tractors, etc) 

• Doll Furniture 

• Wooden Doll 
House 

• Stones, 
Shells… 

• Anything 
small and 
interesting. 

 

So before you throw that box of 
old toys away, bring it to 
me!  What ever I don’t use I’ll  
donate elsewhere.   
Also, please check with your kids 
first before donating anything and 
make sure they’re finished with 

them    
There is a box at the Office for 
your donations. 
 

Thank you for your help. 
 

Jo Dechief, BSW 
School Counsellor 

Mr Morcom and the Junior 

School staff who prepared 

the students so well for the 

evening. The students and 

staff greatly appreciated 

that over six hundred parents, relatives and 

friends were in attendance to make this night a 

true finale to the 2019 school year. 
 

With the conclusion of the school year, several staff will be leaving 

St Joseph’s College. Some are retiring, others are seeking a life away from teaching, some 

are moving out of the area and for others their short-term contract has concluded. Some of 

these staff have been at Joseph’s College for many years and others have been here only a 

couple of terms.  
 

Regardless of the length of service, each has contributed to the wholistic development of 

our students and the overall richness of our College in general. May the future direction of 

their lives be one of good health and well-deserved happiness. 

Farewell: 

Junior School:  Mrs Boston and Mrs Sloan (contract). 

Secondary School:  Mr Stone (contract), Ms Shian Stewart (contract),  

  Mrs McCormack (contract), 

  Mr O’Donnell (12 months leave) and Mr Crowe (12 months leave). 

The following staff members will be returning from leave in 2020: Mrs Piercey and Mr Cole. 
 

Farewell to everyone who is leaving our school, whether you are a graduating student,  

student or family; may God’s blessing be with you in the next phase of your life. 
 

As mentioned at the Christmas and Presentation Night, there will be no increase in school 

fees in 2020. The only extra charges will be slight increases in some levies, swimming  

lessons and camps commensurate with their true cost. Keeping the fees unchanged has not 

been an easy task in terms of the College budget, however, it is a concerted effort to make 

St Joseph’s College affordable for all families. 
 

By now all families should have received the stationery list and book list (if applicable) for 

next year. If this is not the case, please look on our website under the heading of 

‘Curriculum’. 
 

At this time of the year, many students have outgrown their shoes and uniform with  

parents wisely waiting to buy new ones until the end of January. When replacing uniform 

items please ensure black leather lace up school shoes and predominantly white sport 

shoes (jogger/sneaker) are purchased for Year One to Year Twelve students. Fad haircuts or 

the presence of hair dye are for the Christmas school holidays and need to be removed 

prior to the new school year commencing on Monday 3 February 2020. Students with long 

hair that hangs over their face need to have the fringe cut. Parents of secondary students 

are also reminded that piercings are not acceptable and must be removed other than one 

stud or sleeper in each ear. Upon acceptance of enrolment to St Joseph’s College, all  

parents acknowledged that they would adhere to School Policies. The School Uniform  

Policy is an important one and I thank you for following this policy. All families ensuring the 

above requests are followed will mean the first day of the new school year will not be  

unnecessarily stressful for students and staff. 
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Below are several important dates for the 2020 school year: 

Monday 20 January  The College Office opens 

Thursday 30 January  Teaching staff return  

Monday 3 February  Pre-Primary to Year Twelve students commence 

Tuesday 4 February  Kindergarten students start 

Thursday 6 February  Three-Year-Old students commence 
 

Enclosed with today’s Newsletter is our overview Calendar for 2020 which  

highlights the dates for each term, Student Free Days, school holidays and public 

holidays. Please keep this calendar in a prominent place ready for next year. 

Thank you to all students, parents and staff who have given their time and effort to 

ensure the many events that have occurred this year have been successful and 

community building in nature. St Joseph’s College is indeed fortunate to have the 

benefit of such involvement. 
 

Wishing all staff, students and families  

a joyous Christmas  

and a safe holiday break! 

 

 

Mr Mark Browning 

Principal 

Principal’s Report  

LEMON SULTANA MUFFINS 
 

A sweet little snack for kids on the go.  
 

Ingredients: 
-1 cup (125g) sultanas 
-1 cup (240ml) boiling water 
-1 cup (200g) castor or white granulated 
 sugar 
-3 teaspoons grated lemon zest 
-2 cups (250g) all purpose flour,  spooned 
 and levelled 
-1 tsp baking powder 
-1 tsp baking soda 
- ½ tsp salt 
- ½ cup (120ml) vegetable oil/olive oil 
- ½ cup (120ml) milk, at room temperature 
- ½ cup (120ml) sour-cream or milk, at room 
 temperature  
- 2 large eggs, at room temperature 
- ½ tsp pure vanilla extract 
For lemon sugar glaze: 
-½ cup (55g) icing sugar, sifted 
-1 ½ tbsp fresh lemon juice 
-¼ tsp grated lemon zest (optional)  
 

Method: 
1. Preheat the oven to 180C. Line a 12-cup 

muffin pan with muffin liners or just 
grease it.   

2. In a small bowl rub the grated lemon zest 
into sugar. Set aside. 

3. Place sultanas and the water in a medium 
heatproof bowl. Let it stand for 10 
minutes. Drain sultanas, pat dry on paper 
towel. 

4. Sift the flour, baking powder, baking soda, 
and salt together in a large bowl. Set 
aside. 

5. In a medium bowl, whisk oil, milk,  
sour-cream/milk, eggs, sugar mixture and 
vanilla extract until combined. Pour the 
wet ingredients into the dry ingredients 
and using a rubber spatula or wooden 
spoon, fold together until just combined. 
Do not overmix. Stir in the sultanas. 

6.Spoon in the batter into the muffin liners, 
filling ¾ full. Bake for 20-25 minutes, or 
until a toothpick inserted in the centre 
comes out clean. Transfer muffins to the 
wire rack to cool completely.  

7.To make lemon sugar glaze: whisk the 
icing sugar and lemon juice together until 
smooth. Whisk in lemon zest (optional). If 
the glaze seems too thin add more icing 
sugar to thicken, or more lemon juice if it 
is too thick. Drizzle over the cooled 
muffins. Let the glaze set. Store for up to 5 
days in fridge or freeze for 3 months.  

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
WITH  

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE 
WINNERS AT THE  

ALBANY CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT 

Many thanks to all who  
participated. 
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Secondary School News  

From the Pastoral Care Office 

A group of students from St Joseph's College joined 

over 100 other students from the Bunbury Diocese to 

participate in the Australian Catholic Youth Festival 

#ACYF. It was five days of learning, dancing, singing, 

friendship building, lack of sleep, and most  

importantly joining with over 6,000 Catholic youth 

from all around Australia participating in the Youth 

Plenary Council, 'Listen to what the Spirit is Saying.'

       Our students were lucky enough to learn from some 

amazing Catholic mentors throughout their time. 

Being led in prayer, singing and dancing with Fr Rob 

Galea and Steve Angisano; bopping and rapping with 

international artist, Joe Melendrez; and being  

entertained by the wonderful Sisters Judy Brown and 

Therese Mills from the the Missionaries of God's 

Love, who competed in this year's season of the 

Amazing Race. 

The time  

together  

concluded with a 

pilgrimage walk in 

36 degree heat 

from the Perth 

Convention Centre 

to the ovals at 

Trinity College where a public 

Mass saw everyone gather  

together one final time before we 

were sent out to  

'go make a difference'. 

Albany Parish and St Joseph’s College 
youth leading music at Mass  

celebrated by the Bishop 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior School News  
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SAINTS SWIM CLUB 

Happy Christmas to all and have 

a swimmingly great break. 

Saints Swim Club had a  

fabulous year. Many thanks to 

the swimmers, coaches, parents 

and helpers who all made it  

possible to have such a  

wonderful club in the College. 
 

In 2020 , the Saints Swim Club 

will be fee free. Yes, there will be 

no Club fees for 2020 and all  

students are welcome to join 

although kit bags, shirts etc. will 

still need to be purchased for 

each swimmer. 
 

Thanks also to the outgoing  

Committee and welcome to the 

organisers for 2020, Mr Andrew 

Ruck and  Mr Jason Norris, the 

College Phys. Ed. teachers who 

have kindly stepped in to keep 

things running next year. Please 

contact the Phys. Ed. Staff if you 

have any questions and watch 

this space for further Saints 

Swim Club news and notices. 
 

Mrs Sam Jones,  

Outgoing President 

YEAR TEN DINNER 
 

Wednesday evening saw the Year Tens 

gather at Motel Le Grande to celebrate 

the end of the year.  The opportunity 

allowed the students to socialise in a formal setting.  It 

was delightful to see the students ‘dress to impress’ 

and enjoying showing off some ‘killer’ moves on the 

dance floor.  They were excellent ambassadors for the 

St Joseph’s College.  A big thank you to the Dinner 

Committee comprising of Chloe Stone, Liam Wright,  

William Boontavee, Chloe Orzel, Jayden Heslop, Jackson 

Weldon and Lize-Mari Swart. 
 

Mrs Rosanna Page  

Year Ten Career Education 
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Secondary School News  

YEAR NINE CAMP 
 

The Year Nine students departed last Wednesday for their camp full of high 

spirits, energy and enthusiasm for three days of fun and activities.  The 

camp theme of 'Community' set the scene for the students to look after 

each other and those around them. 
 

On arriving at Camp Kennedy the students did a fantastic job of setting up 

their tents before spending some time digging some elaborate holes for the 

evening 'fox holes' activity.  In the afternoon the first activity  

rotation began with the students participating in surfing, canoeing 

or environmental photography.  Examples of the students' photos 

are included in this article.  The students walked up the beach to 

Cosy Corner for a BBQ dinner before a sunset stroll back to 

camp.  The evening fox holes was enjoyed by all with the students 

having constructed the best trench system since WWI to keep safe 

from the teachers' spotlights. 

Thursday morning saw many eager early risers ready for another day of 

fun and activities.  The canoeing group were treated to delightful  

conditions on the Torbay Inlet whilst the surfers 'hung ten' on the camp 

beach.  The 

Photography 

groups were 

getting  

creative and 

enjoying 

keeping memories from the lovely camp surrounds.  After dinner Mrs Goodlad and Mr  

Murray ran a drama improvisation evening of Theatre Sports.  Thanks also to Mr Habal for 

helping set this up for the campers.  There were many creative and dramatic skits  

performed in an enjoyable and entertaining evening. 
 

There were plenty of tired campers on Friday morning who had to drag themselves out of 

bed for a morning of beach games and marine biology.  The marine biology group created a 

living touch pool featuring many exciting marine creatures and exhibits.  After returning to 

camp the students had lunch, packed up and returned home looking forward to their own 

beds. 
 

Thank you to Mrs Tompkin, Mr Ruck, Mrs Goodlad, Mr Murray, Mr Crowe, Mrs Page and 

Mrs Kershaw for joining in with the camp activities over the three days.  Thank you to Year 

Twelve graduates Laura McEwan and Callum Duffield who came back from their holidays to assist with supervising the surfers 

on camp.  A special thank you to Mrs Leusciatti who kept the students well fed! 
 

Mr Paul O'Donnell, H & PE Teacher 



 

 

Thank you for your wonderful support again in 2019.  I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year.  The Junior 

School staff are finalising your children's end of year reports and you will be notified when they are released on SEQTA.    

Preparations are already beginning for next year and we are looking forward to working with you and your children again in 

2020. 
 

Teachers for 2020: 
 

Three Year Old Kindergarten:  Mrs Catherine Naughton (Thursday) 

Kindergarten Blue:  Mrs Danielle Macaulay  Kindergarten / Pre Primary Gold:  Miss Michelle Vale 

Pre Primary Blue:  Mrs Deb Neil    Year One Blue:  Mrs Catherine Naughton / Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh  

Year One Gold:  Mrs Kelly Meyer / Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh Year Two Blue:  Mrs Elizabeth Bain    

Year Two Gold:  Mrs Kelly Shepherd / Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh Year Three Blue:  Ms Tanya Della Bosca   

Year Three / Four Gold:  Mrs Amanda Piercey  Year Four Blue:  Mrs Trish Hines    

Year Five Blue:  Mrs Jen Grimes    Year Five Gold:  Mr Chris Charlton / Mrs Jess Cramer  

Year Six Blue:  Mr Jim Morcom / Mrs Jess Cramer  Year Six Gold:  Mrs Chris Palfrey / Mr Jason Norris 

Visual Art:  Mrs Colleen McGlade    Music:  Mrs Sue Findlay 

Digital Technologies:  Mrs Sharleen Cavanagh / Mr Martin Long Physical Education:  Mr Jason Norris 

Drama:  Mr Richard Habal     Italian:  Ms Hiedi Rowe 
 

Once class lists are completed you will be notified and will be able to log into SEQTA to find out the relevant information for 

your child.  This will occur just prior to the commencement of the 2020 school year as we continue to receive enrolments up to 

school commencing. 
 

Mrs Erica Mielens 

Head of Junior School 

Junior School News  
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AN EVENING OF  

MUSIC AND FUN 

Secondary School News  

INTER-SCHOOL  

ATHLETICS 
 

Well done to the Year 

Seven to Ten athletics 

team who competed 

in the Great Southern 

A division Inter-School 

Athletics Carnival on 

Tuesday.  The team 

competed valiantly throughout the day to take a  

creditable 4th behind winners NASHS, ASHS and 

Grammar. 
 

There were many individual highlights from the St 

Joseph's team in both track and field events.   

Congratulations to Hervic Declarador Year Seven Boys’ 

Champion, Keira Wiegele Year Eight Girls’ Runner Up 

Champion and Olivia McEwan Year Ten Girls’ Runner 

Up Champion. 
 

Thank you also to the 2020 Prefects Madison Dallimore, James Franklin and Sebastian  

Commons who all came along to assist with the Carnival organisation. 
 

Mr Paul O’Donnell, H & PE Teacher 



Junior School News  
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YEAR SIX ART—TREE OF LIFE 

Having studied the style of the artist Gustav Klimt both Year Six classes then created their own 'Tree of Life' paintings adding 

personally significant symbols to represent important features and experiences in their lives. 
 

Mrs Colleen McGlade Junior School Visual Arts Teacher 



YEAR SIX GRADUATION CELEBRATIONS 

Last Friday the Year Six cohort celebrated 

their Graduation Day.  The day began 

with the Graduation Mass that was  

extremely well attended by the 

parents of the students. The  

students were presented with their 

certificates and candles and  

welcomed into Middle School 

by Head of Secondary, Mrs Rachel 

Keenan.  A very special time  

followed where the Year Six  

students and parents exchanged letters of gratitude 

and celebrated their achievements as people during 

their journey through primary school. 
 

Following the Mass parents, students and staff shared 

a morning tea and later on, wearing their new Year Six  

tee-shirts, the students had a lunch together. Thank 

you to the canteen for their catering. Thanks to Mrs Palfrey for co-ordinating 

the Mass and Mrs Nurick for organising the morning tea 
 

Mr Jim Morcom 

Assistant Head of Junior School 

Junior School News  
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Junior School Presentation Night 
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Community News 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE CHOIRS SING AT THE  

PETER WATSON CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
 

Our Year Seven and Junior School choirs sang and 

danced at the Peter Watson Senior Citizens’ Christmas 

Concert last Sunday afternoon. When the choirs ar-

rived, the gymnasium was decorated festively for 

Christmas and the forty piece Albany City Wind Ensemble (ACWE) was 

set up and ready to go.  
 

As the curtain opened on the main stage, the audience was faced with 

64 chickens who performed Chicken on a Fencepost. This brought a 

huge round of applause from the 500 people in the audience. A little 

later, the Year Seven Choir gave their performance of the year when they sang two songs in  

beautifully executed, three-part harmony. Their joyful singing and big smiles proved that they are 

becoming seasoned performers. The Junior School Choir returned to the stage in the Act Two dressed 

in festive Christmas outfits to sing The Holly and the Ivy and Feliz Navidad. The choir’s harmonies 

were superb and the  

accompaniment provided by Mr Peter Findlay on  

piano and Mrs Cathy Hall on flute, took the  

performance to yet another level.   

One of the highlights of the afternoon was watching 

Mr Peter Watson dance the Mexican Hat Dance with 

the Year Seven Choir.  
 

My heart was full of pride as I watched our students 

take afternoon tea around to the audience. What 

amazing ambassadors for St Joseph’s College! 
 

Mrs Sue Findlay, JS Music Teacher 

St Joseph’s College Newsletter                                                             Page 11 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 

 Year 7  
School Vaccination Program. 
 

The 2020 WA School Based 
Immunisation Program will 
be offered at your school by the local Community School Health 
Immunisation nurses. These vaccinations are free to all Year Seven 
students and will be undertaken in Terms One and Four. 

 

The schedule is as follows: 

• Gardasil 9, the new HPV (human papilloma virus) vaccination, 
will be given in a 2-dose schedule in Terms One and Four. 

• Diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine (whooping cough) will be 
given in Term One. 

 

Vaccination consent forms will be sent home with students at the 
beginning of Term One.   
Parents/legal guardians are asked to complete and sign the forms 
and return them to the school promptly.  
Even if you are not consenting to your child receiving the vaccines, 

please return the form. 
 

If you do not receive a vaccination consent form for your child, 
please ask at the school office for one. An information pamphlet is 
included in the envelope.  Immunisation forms are to be returned 
to school as soon as possible for checking.  

 

Any queries regarding the Immunisation program please contact 
Sally Moir on 9842 7526. 
 

If your child is not vaccinated at school they can come to our Im-
munisation clinic at the  
Albany Health Campus.  No cost is involved. Phone 9892 2499 for 
an appointment. 
 

 

Sally Moir | Regional SBIP Coordinator: WA Country Health Service –
Great Southern  
Please note: I work Monday – Thursday  

Healthier country communities through partnership and innovation   
“I respectfully acknowledge the past and present traditional owners of this 

land that we are working on.” 

Population Health – Great Southern 

Dental Therapy Centre  
Opening hours during school holidays. 
 

Spencer Park Dental Therapy Centre will be closed from Friday 
20th December 2019 until Tuesday 21st January 2020.  
 

If your child requires emergency dental treatment during this time 
please contact Albany General Dental Clinic on 9842 2211  
from 8:15am to 4:30pm.  
For emergencies outside of these hours, please contact your own 
private dentist or Albany Regional Hospital on 9892 2222.  
 

Your child will be eligible to attend a Dental Therapy Centre from 
ages 5 to 17. If you no longer wish to use our service please let us 
know as soon as possible as your valuable  
appointment could be taken up by someone else. 
 

All appointments are now sent to your home address. If you have 
moved in the last few years we may not have your correct address 
and your child could miss out on their  
check-up. Please contact us to update your details either by 
phone: 9841 3967  
or  e-mail: spencerparkdtc@dental.health.wa.gov.au 
 

Dental Therapy Staff wish you a Merry Christmas and a Safe and 
Happy New Year! 






